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Amid the pandemic, Pasadena parish 
gives unhoused neighbors a safe place 
and a bit of hope 
by Pat Mccaughan I May 27, 2020 I Uncategorized 

J.B., who was living on the streets in Pasadena, has found a safe haven at All Saints 

Church, Pasadena. Photo: Mike Kinman 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 

Before the 

coronav1rus, 

J.B.'s home had 

been on 

Pasadena city 

streets. 

"I stayed down 

on Del Mar and 

Pasadena 

Street," J.B., 60, 

told The 

Episcopal News 

recently. When 

efforts to halt 

the virus's 

spread forced 

closure of local 

restaurants, 

offices, and 
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"The banner on our front lawn says, 'All Saints welcomes all refugees,' and thank 

God, people started taking us seriously," said All Saints' rector, the Rev. Mike 

Kinman. "They realized All Saints Church was a place they could come and stay. 

"If you have nowhere else to go, church should always be a place that says, okay 

you can stay here," Kinman added. "Our primary concern was providing a safe 

place, because sleeping on the street is dangerous." 

Kinman and others at the 3,000-member congregation, renowned for its 

outspoken advocacy and unabashed social activism, say caring for society's most 

vulnerable - especially during the pandemic- is the least the church can do. 

For instance, there's retired Arcadia elementary school teacher Dan Bump, 60, 

who volunteers weekly at the church "to be the trash picker-upper." 

"Volunteering in this way just makes me feel even better about being a member 

of All Saints," Bump told EN recently. "In this era of NIMBY- not in my backyard 

-this is a complete yes, in my front yard, and I feel really good about that." 

'A complete yes, in my front yard' 

Three months ago, J.B. joined a group of about 15 who had been living on the 

church campus, some for as long as a year. 

"This is a good church, that cares about the homeless," J.B. said. "A friend of mine 

brought me here. It's better than being on the streets. It gets rough sometimes 

and you have your moments that you pray. A few of us try to help out as much as 

we can." 

The group camps out, from the parking lot to the atrium, equipped with 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 
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They are the church, Kinman said. 

DONATE NOW 

"These are members of 

the All Saints 

community. This isn't 

some sort of subset of 

people that we who are 

the true community are 

helping," he said. "They 

are drawn to All Saints 

the same way anyone is 

drawn to a church. The 

question is, how do we 

care for this portion of 

our community?" 

Caring for the group is 

about becoming 

beloved community 

together, he said. And it 

can be complicated, 

deeply enriching, and 

All Saints Church, Pasadena, has made areas of its campus available to 

unhoused neighbors in recent weeks as businesses and public facilities have 

been closed due to the coronavirus quarantine and shutdown. Photo: Mike 

Kinman 

sometimes messy. It involves "moments of incredible beauty and generosity, but 

it isn't something you romanticize, because it can be really hard." 

Their life together, for example, ranges from ensuring for such basic needs as 

food, water, security and waste disposal, to engaging theological conversations 

and activating community covenants. 
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giveaways and pre-packaged to-go boxes, according to volunteer coordinator 

Erica Tambly. 

"There is a Ralphs grocery store four blocks from All Saints, so we provide $10 gift 

cards ... [which can] buy a rotisserie chicken and some mac and cheese," said 

Tamblywho, along with her spouse Marilyn Coffman, has coordinated the 

ministry for about eight years. 

The grocery gift card giveaways have risen from an initial 20 weekly to about143 

on May 24, she said. Additionally, 54 masks were distributed along with bottles 

of water and pairs of socks. 

Hoses make water available, and the congregation installed a port-a-potty with 

a washing station on its campus. Some residents like J.B. help clear away trash 

and mop up human waste. "What's been wonderful is that people who are living 

here day in and day out, night in and night out, take a protective pride in the 

facility," Kinman said. 

Church members also provide volunteer clean-up duty, about which Kinman is 

philosophical: "Ultimately, the church isn't a museum, we have to ask what is it 

for and if we're worried so much about keeping it pristine that we don't use it, 

then that's not really church." 

Similarly, the church tapped a local security company to make twice-daily 

campus checks, "to help people settle down in areas that will be safe for them, 

like not next to the electrical generator," Kinman said. 

Additionally, covenants are necessarily created. 

"Vn11 h:::1\/P tn h::i,,P rnn\/Prc::itinnc th::it ::ic ::i rnmm11nit\/ \/n11 r::in't liaht ::i firp nr rln 
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what it means to do life together. At its best, it is managed chaos, but it is also 

wonderful." 

Kinman says that he always offers opportunities for their unhoused guests to get 

into rehabilitation, but those staying at All Saints must agree not to smoke or to 

buy, sell or use drugs on church property. If they need to use drugs, he tells them, 

they must leave the campus to do so and return afterward. 

As in any community, there is conflict, and in the age of coronavirus, the added 

challenge to mediate while social distancing. 

Most importantly, Kinman said, "we get to know each other's names and listen 

to each other, have theological conversations saying basically, I am going to treat 

you Ii ke an image of God because that's what you are and we're going to love 

each other. 

"Love is the most disarming thing in the world and our default is we're just going 

to love you." 

The church is also partnering with Union Station Homeless Services and the Los 

Angeles County Homeless Services Authority's Project Room key, which seeks to 

house those experiencing homelessness and to help prevent the spread of 

COVI0-19. 

Ultimately J.B. is hoping to find more permanent housing. His friend Marcy, 

whom he met at Al I Saints, was just placed in a motel in another city, he said. 

"She has a broken leg right now and can't really move around. It's a good thing 

they put her in the hotel. I hope I can be placed there, too. It would make me and 
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People staying on the All Saints, Pasadena, campus help to clean and maintain the property as a gift to the church 

community that has welcomed them. Photo: Mike Kinman 

Search 

Recent Posts 

Daily prayer: Arthur Ashe 

Daily prayer: Trayvon Martin 

The Rev. Bryan Jones dies at 72; Feb. 16 celebration of life set for St. Luke's, La 

Crescenta 

Q&A: Meet Taiwan priest Joseph Ho, now serving at St. Gabriel's, Monterey Park A 

Daily prayer: Rosa Parks 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 6/9 



2/9/26, 10:59 AM Amid the pandemic, Pasadena parish gives unhoused neighbors a safe place and a bit of hope I Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 

Help ICE-impacted families with an Appeal gift today! 

Categories 

Select Category 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 

DONATE NOW 

vi 

A 

7/9 



2/9/26, 10:59 AM Amid the pandemic, Pasadena parish gives unhoused neighbors a safe place and a bit of hope I Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 

Help ICE-impacted families with an Appeal gift today! 

Key Links 

About 

Bishop's Office 

Calendar 

Cathedral 

Clergy 

Commissions & Program Groups 

Convention 

Diocesan Staff 

Episcopal News 

Institutions of the Diocese 

Multicultural Ministries 

Retreat Center 

Schools 

Social Media 

Facebook 

YouTube 

Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 

840 Echo Park Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90026 

(213) 482-2040 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 

DONATE NOW 

A 

8/9 



2/9/26, 10:59 AM Amid the pandemic, Pasadena parish gives unhoused neighbors a safe place and a bit of hope I Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 

Help ICE-impacted families with an Appeal gift today! DONATE NOW 

f 

© 2022 Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles. All Rights Reserved. 

View our Privacy Policy 

A 

https://diocesela.org/uncategorized/covid-19 _homeless-ministry_ allsaints-pasadena/ 9/9 


	Truitt Email Submission February 27 2026 10 31 am .pdf
	KINMAN STATEMENTS.pdf

