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Dear Hon. Mayor Gordo and Council Members:
| write to express disappointment that the Council seeks to delay SB79.

In May, the New York Times editorialized that especially blue cities across the US need to “loosen zoning
laws to allow more multifamily housing, and to make it easier to build where it is already legal.”

The proposed ordinance does the opposite - makes seeks delay where SB79 would make it easier to build,
including where it is already legal. It is unfortunate that, given the chance to demonstrate Pasadena is part
of the solution, not the problem, when it comes to making housing abundant.

The evidence is clear that Pasadena and many other cities in California are way behind on their housing
goals. That is why Sacramento had to step up and step in.

On the climate crisis, the Council set ambitious policy — demanding all hands on deck for renewable energy
by 2030. The Council also commendably has stepped up to demand action sooner rather than later on a
homeless shelter.

Unfortunately this proposed deferral ordinance — kicking the can in the name of additional planning and
study — suggests that same urgency is not really present for housing.

Meanwhile, the Council confronts stagnant revenues, rising rents, a dramatically declining school age
population, and many vacant retail storefronts -- all problems that could be addressed by increased density
and the increased population (and taxpayers and shoppers) it would bring. | applaud those who have the
political courage to make those connections.

Respectfully,

P.A. Brown (Mr.)
District 6
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