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Dear City Council,

I am writing to urge you to vote YES on item 17 and item 19 of City Council's March 17th agenda which
would provide tenant protections to Pasadena residents, especially those whose income was affected by the
Eaton fires.

I am fully supportive of item 19, Affirmative Defense Against Eviction for Fire-Affected Tenants, because I have
seen first-hand how dependent the community is on free water, food, and clothes. In my two months
volunteering with the Pasadena Job Center to distribute donated clothes, food, and water, over 12,000
volunteers helped distribute these donations to 46,000 families. I saw countless donation beneficiaries come
on foot or public transit to the job center's distribution and decide how much water/produce/diapers they could
physically carry on the trek home. These beneficiaries, many of them renters, need protections from evictions
while they recover from the fire and begin the long process of rebuilding their lives.

As eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the most common ways people become houseless, I urge
city council to vote YES on item 19 to prevent further houselessness in the aftermath of the Eaton fires.

Best,
Sean Wakasa
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Dear City Council,

I am writing to urge you to vote YES on item 17 and item 19 of City Council's March 17th meeting agenda
which would provide tenant protections to Pasadena residents, especially those whose income was affected by
the Eaton fires.

I am fully supportive of item 19, Affirmative Defense Against Eviction for Fire-Affected Tenants, because
people who were victims of natural disasters didn't just lose their homes - they lost the financial ability to pick
themselves back up and get back into a new place as well. Item 19 should be seen as an obvious extension of
the emergency help we gave during the fires themselves.

As eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the most common ways people become unhoused, I urge city
council to vote YES on item 17 and 19 to prevent more people from becoming unhoused in the aftermath of
the Eaton fires.

Best,
Teresa

TERESA VALENZA | ACTOR-DANCER-WRITER
I SAG-AFTRA | EMC
website: httus://resumes.actorsaccess.com/teresavalenza

El
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Dear City Council,

I am a constituent of Pasadena city district 3 and I am writing to urge you to vote YES on item 17 and item 19
of City Council's March 17th meeting agenda which would provide tenant protections to Pasadena residents,
especially those whose income was affected by the Eaton fires.

I am fully supportive of item 19, Affirmative Defense Against Eviction for Fire-Affected Tenants, because
victims of the fire need to rebuild their lives without fear of landlords or evictions. It is critical to provide as much
support as possible to them during this vulnerable time.

As eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the most common ways people become unhoused, I urge city
council to vote YES on item 17 and 19 to prevent more people from becoming unhoused in the aftermath of
the Eaton fires.

Best,
David Arcia
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Dear City Council.

I am writing to urge you to vote YES on item 17 and item 19 of City Council's March 17th meeting agenda
which would provide tenant protections to Pasadena residents, especially those whose income was affected by
the Eaton fires.

I am fully supportive of item 19, Affirmative Defense Against Eviction for Fire-Affected Tenants. My family's
house burned down in the fire. I experienced forced displacement first hand for the first time in my life this past
January. It is horribly destabilizing. I know and care about many people in Pasadena whose family economies
are dependent on the work in they do in areas that were impacted by the fires. They are really struggling to
make ends meet in this new post-fire reality. The fire already did so much to displace those whose housing
was destroyed (like the case of my family). I think these are small, but important steps that Pasadena can take
to ensure that even more people who were negatively impacted by the fires do not lose their housing as a
result of the additional economic precarity it produced.

As eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the most common ways people become unhoused, I urge city
council to vote YES on item 17 and 19 to prevent more people from becoming unhoused in the aftermath of
the Eaton fires.

Best,
Austin Kahn
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Dear City Council:
Homelessness is already a big problem in Pasadena. Let's not add to the disaster and pile more tragedy onto
those already devastated by the Eaton fires. I urge you to vote YES on Items 17 and 19 for the good of all
Pasadena.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Bower
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Dear Mayor Gordo and City Council Members,

As a resident of Pasadena's District 5, I am reaching out to express my strong support for items 17 and 19 on
the agenda for the March 17th City Council meeting. These items represent a crucial step in providing tenant
protections, especially for those whose livelihoods have been affected by the Eaton fires.

While I fully support the efforts outlined in item 19, I also urge you to consider moving the protection period to
begin on January 1 st, rather than February 1 st. Many tenants pay rent at different times depending on their lease
terms, and some renters may have already been displaced due to fire damage, power outages, or unsafe living
conditions starting on January 8th. Without retroactive protections, these tenants might have already spent
money on temporary shelter, food, or transportation, making it even harder to pay rent before the protection
period starts.

Eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the leading causes of homelessness, and these ordinances can
help prevent further displacement in our community, particularly for those whose livelihoods have been disrupted
by the fires.

I am confident that by ensuring proper outreach and considering retroactive protections, Pasadena can provide
a lifeline to those most in need and prevent further harm to our community in the aftermath of this disaster. We
have all directly and indirectly experienced this trauma and are still healing.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. I look forward to your leadership in ensuring that no one is left
behind in receiving these critical tenant protections.

I urge you to vote YES to safeguard renters in our community!

With gratitude,
Maria G. Castellon (she/her/ella)
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Dear City Council,

I am a constituent of Los Angeles City District, District 11,and I am writing to urge you to vote YES on item 17
and item 19 of City Council's March 17th meeting agenda which would provide tenant protections to Pasadena
residents, especially those whose income was affected by the Eaton fires.

I am fully supportive of item 19, Affirmative Defense Against Eviction for Fire-Affected Tenants, because I
personally witnessed the devastation and despair of Pasadena residents while volunteering at the Pasadena
Job Center. I saw countless families with children come in to receive aid and it was a heart-wrenching
experience to see so many young children living during such an uncertain time. As a public health graduate, I
cannot begin to imagine the lifelong health and developmental impacts these children will experience as a
consequence of such a traumatic event. Coupling the loss of a home and their belongings, with eviction, is
heartless and will have impacts on these children for generations to come.

As eviction due to non-payment of rent is one of the most common ways people become unhoused, I urge city
council to vote YES on item 17 and 19 to prevent more people from becoming unhoused in the aftermath of
the Eaton fires.

Best,
Kelly Landaverde
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Dear Mayor and City Council,

My wife and I know of an asylum-seeking family that was turned outof their rental unit a few years ago

because the landlord said that they were taking it off the market only to put it back on the market a short

time later. So we know these things happen in Pasadena.

I'm now hearing reports from service agencies of undocumented households whose tenancies are being
terminated for dubious reasons.

The rental market is flooded with displaced people looking for units to rent, so rents are already starting
to rise. In Late February, the Was.hj.ngton .Post was reporting that rents had already risen 20%, with rents

in some neighborhoods closer to the burned areas more than doubling. The increase in rents gives

incentive to Landlords whose units are subject to rent control to find a way to evict tenants so that they
can raise rents.

While some of those rent increases are illegal (not all, it depends on the situation), even the 10%

increase allowed by Law after an eviction will incentivize landlords to find a way to evict tenants from

units covered by Pasadena rent control because 10% is much higher than the 3% allowed under rent

control.

After the fires in Maui in 2023, reMsjQse_5j3%J^rthose_wh^iive_loi.woxkedJntheMjmj^^

fires. Rent increases were even higher for fire-impacted families renting homes with three bedrooms or

more, who saw increases of up to 80% or more. On the whole island of Maui, rents rose 20%-30%, and
homelessness doubled in the State of Hawaii.

The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii reported that in the first seven months after the fire, the number of Maui

residents who_sough^^^ compared with the seven months before the fire.

The Maui Tenants and Workers Association said they received scores of calls from tenants whose

landlords were using Loopholes to raise rents or force them out and charge more to the next tenants.

Alt this happened despite the governor of hlawaii taking steps to halt rent increases and evictions

because there were too many loopholes, one of the big ones being that landlords could raise the rent as

high as the heated market would allow after an eviction.

So we need eviction protections!
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In addition to calling for a rent freeze and eviction moratorium, I ask that you recommend to the city

council that it goes on record in support of AB 246, a rent freeze for LA. County that will halt any rent

increases.

Rev. Bert Newton

Making Housing and Community Happen
Mv Podcast

"Blessed are the poor, for they will inherit the land." Matthew 5:5 EWN Translation

2



McMillan, Acquanette (Netta)

From:

Sent:

To:
Subject:

Gloria Newton

Monday, March 17, 2025 1:44 PM
PublicComment-AutoResponse
March 17 2025 Agenda: Support Eviction Protections (Items 17 and 19)

n
Some people who received this message don't often get email from -earn why this is important

[ I ] CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. For more information about the Phish Alert Button view article "KB0011474" on the
DolT portal.

Dear Mayor and City Council,

I'm writing today in support of the eviction protection measures that are being presented to you
today. As a homeowner, I do not have the stress of housing insecurity that many renters
do. Therefore, I feel it is my responsibility to speak up for those who may be afraid to do so.

It is an unfortunate fact that I'm used to seeing people standing next to freeway off ramps holding
signs asking for money. What I'm not used to seeing is mothers and fathers with children sitting next
to off ramps or the driveway into Ralph's grocery store parking lot doing the same. It's possible that
these families lost their homes during the fires, but it's also possible that they have been evicted for
dubious reasons so that the landlord can raise rents, since this is only allowed between
tenancies. What is clear is that there are families in desperate situations. That's why we need to have
eviction protections during this time of especially acute housing needs.

I don't want to get used to seeing families begging for handouts. We need to do everything we can to
stop this from becoming the new normal. Please adopt measures that will protect our renter
households and prevent further displacement, distress, and homelessness, especially in the
aftermath of the Eaton Fire.

Thank you for addressing these matters, and for all your concern and work on behalf of Pasadena's
vulnerable citizens.

Best regards,
Gloria Newton
District 5

A*******************

"Start where you are.
Use what you have.
Do what you can."
--Arthur Ashe
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