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MANAGER'S AMENDMENT OF POWER 
AIR BLOWER REGULATION
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February 24, 2025



Public Health Department

Background

• January 8, 2025 – City Manager, as Director of 
Disaster Emergency Services (“Director”), declared a 
local emergency

• January 13 – City Council ratified emergency 
declaration

• January 14 – Director issued Power Air Blower 
Regulation in accordance with PMC 2.370

• January 17 – City Council ratified Power Air Blower 
Regulation

• February 19 – Director issued amendment to Power 
Air Blower Regulation
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Public Health Department

City Facility Testing

• Testing of nine city facilities 
for lead and asbestos
> No evidence that any hazards 

were present prior to testing
> Goals of testing

 Confirm facilities are safe for 
public and staff

 Provide environmental data to 
share with the public

City facilities to be tested:
1. Pasadena Public Health
2. Hastings Library
3. Victory Park
4. Santa Catalina Library
5. Jefferson Library
6. La Pintoresca Library
7. Robinson Park Recreation 
    Center
8. Villa Parke Community Ctr
9. Washington Park  
    Community House

> Testing Results
 No asbestos detected
 All lead measurements were below US EPA Dust Lead Action 

Level of 5 micrograms per square foot

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
all lead measurements to be below the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Dust Lead Action Level (DLAL) of 5 micrograms of lead per square foot (µg/ft2), a strict standard that was established to protect children in homes and childcare centers.The final facility was tested but we have not received the results yet



Public Health Department

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/eaton-fire/#facility-testing-results

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These locations are all in close proximity across the northern part of the city closest to the burnscar, and their distribution by council district is2 in D11 in D32 in D52 in D22 In D4
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Public Health Department

AQMD Mobile Monitoring

• January 31: Altadena and Pasadena
> Mobile survey conducted in Eaton Fire area
> Results show no elevated levels of:
 Air toxic metals including lead and arsenic
 Or VOCs including benzene

> Some elevated levels of methane detected in 
Altadena 
 AQMD reported the results to utility agencies for 

further investigation
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Public Health Department
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https://www.aqmd.gov/2025-wildfire-response

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The map shows the mobile monitoring route the AQMD van took to assess airborne lead levels on Jan 31The yellow lines demonstrates airborne lead is close to zero throughout the AQMD route



Public Health Department

AQMD Mobile Monitoring

• February 10: Palisades
> Mobile survey conducted in Palisades Fire area
> Results show no elevated levels of:
 Air toxic metals including lead and arsenic
 Or VOCs including benzene

> One elevated level of methane detected in 
Palisades 
 AQMD reported the results to utility agencies for 

further investigation
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https://www.aqmd.gov/2025-wildfire-response



Public Health Department

AQMD Mobile Monitoring

• Overall, results were within background levels 
and below National standards and state 
health thresholds

• Measurements are aligned with air quality on 
any typical day

• Another round of mobile air monitoring for 
Altadena, Pasadena, and Palisades
> Results are expected this week and will be posted 

at https://www.aqmd.gov/2025-wildfire-response
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Public Health Department

AQMD Air Monitoring Dashboard

areas
• Air monitors collect and report hourly data online 

in near real-time
• Data helps evaluate air quality near staging 

areas, truck activity, and other locations 
impacted by cleanup activities
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• Two 
stationary 
monitoring 
sites were 
setup last 
week, one in 
each of the https://xappp.aqmd.gov/WildFireMonitoring



Public Health Department

PurpleAir

• Focus new 
sensors on gaps 
in PurpleAir 
network

• In addition, City 
is partnering 
with others to 
deploy air 
quality sensors 
for research 
purposes
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Snapshot taken of PurpleAir website 7:30am 2/9/25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Air quality has improved but we can expect for it to fluctuate as weather patterns change
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Increase in Use of PurpleAir
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Screenshot taken at 8pm 1/22/25 Screenshot taken at 9am 2/24/25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Number of sensors has increased over 50% from 46 to 72
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Update on Soil Testing

• US Army Corps of Engineers will only remove 
top six inches of topsoil and will not conduct 
confirmation testing
> FEMA past practice has included confirmation 

testing
> LA Times reported that nearly 37% of the 12,500 

Camp Fire properties tested positive for 
contaminants below six inches

• Soil testing after Phase II cleanup is critical to 
assessing potential public health risks
> Continue to pursue federal or other support
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Public Health Department

Amendment of Power Air Blower Regulation

• Director issued an amended Power Air Blower 
Regulation on February 19, 2025

• Amended regulation allows use of power air 
blowers, such as electric leaf blowers, outside the 
2025 Eaton Fire perimeter and at least 50 feet 
from any fire damaged structure

• Prohibition of devices within restricted areas will 
remain until conditions have improved

• PPHD staff called all 88 electric leaf blower 
permit holders in the city to ensure they are 
aware 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Violation of this regulation is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed six months, or both, pursuant to P.M.C. Section 2.370.120. Prohibition of devices within these restricted areas will remain until conditions have progressed to a point where use of devices will not imperil lives or negatively impact the health, safety, or well-being of residents



Public Health Department

Recommendations

1.Find that the action proposed herein is not a 
“project” subject to California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to California Public 
Resources Code Section 21065 and within the 
meaning of CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b); 
and 

2.Adopt a Resolution ratifying the February 19, 
2025, Amendment to the City Manager Power Air 
Blower Regulation.
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