
CITY CLERK, CITY ATTORNEY, CITY MANAGER
JULY 29, 2024

ITEM NO. 4
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR

THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
TO SUBMIT THREE CHARTER AMENDMENT MEASURES 

TO CITY OF PASADENA VOTERS 
RELATED TO CITY CHARTER, ARTICLE IV,

CITY GOVERNANCE ISSUES
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1. Resolution Calling and Giving Notice of the November General Municipal 
Election to Submit Three Charter Amendment Measures

> Calls and gives notice of the November 5, 2024 General Municipal Election
> Submits three Charter Amendment Measures to the Voters as part of the City’s 

General Municipal Election; 
> Consolidates Pasadena Municipal Elections with Statewide Elections, to be 

administered by Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, and requests 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to consent and agree to election 
consolidations for the General Election; and

> Requests Board of Supervisors direct Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 
to conduct said elections on behalf of City.
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BALLOT MEASURE QUESTIONS

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to require 
special elections: 1) to fill Council District vacancies if two or more 
years remain on an unexpired term, or 2) if the City Council fails to 
appoint a replacement to fill an unexpired term of less than two years 
within 75 days of the vacancy being declared; to establish a 30-day 
City residency requirement for appointed office; and to make other 
administrative changes, including those relating to Campaign 
Contribution Limits, be adopted?

YES

NO

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, requiring the 
Organizational Meeting of the City Council to occur annually in 
December, the Vice Mayor’s election to occur annually at the 
Organizational Meeting for a term of one year; and creating an Acting 
Mayor position to serve in the Mayor’s role in the event of a Mayoral 
vacancy, with the Acting Mayor to be chosen from among the 
remaining members of the City Council, be adopted?

YES

NO

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to establish 
term limits of no more than three consecutive terms of office for Mayor 
and Councilmember, respectively, requiring at least a four-year hiatus 
from the elected office held following three consecutive terms in the 
same office before allowing an additional two terms, for a maximum of 
five total terms in the same office, be adopted?  

YES

NO
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BALLOT MEASURE QUESTIONS

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, requiring the 
Organizational Meeting of the City Council to occur annually in 
December, the Vice Mayor’s election to occur annually at the 
Organizational Meeting for a term of one year; and creating an Acting 
Mayor position to serve in the Mayor’s role in the event of a Mayoral 
vacancy, with the Acting Mayor to be chosen from among the 
remaining members of the City Council, be adopted?

YES

NO

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to require 
special elections: 1) to fill Council District vacancies if two or more 
years remain on an unexpired term, or 2) if the City Council fails to 
appoint a replacement to fill an unexpired term of less than two years 
within 75 days of the vacancy being declared; to establish a 30-day 
City residency requirement for appointed office; and to make other 
administrative changes revisions, including those relating to restricting 
changes to Campaign Contribution Limits, be adopted?

YES

NO

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to establish 
term limits of no more than three consecutive terms of for the elected 
offices for of Mayor and Councilmember, respectively, requiring at 
least a four-year hiatus from the elected office held following three 
consecutive terms in the same office before allowing an additional two 
terms and allowing an additional two terms after at least a four-year 
hiatus from the elected office held, for a maximum of five total terms in 
the same office, be adopted?  

YES

NO
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2. Resolution Setting Priorities for Primary Arguments and Directing the City 
Attorney to Prepare Impartial Analysis

> City Council to designate a member or members to prepare and sign arguments
> No more than five signatures can appear on primary argument 
> Five different signatures can appear on rebuttal argument

 For each question, City Council can designate one or more authors
 If no members designated, reverts to Elections Code Section 9282 

» Individual voter, bona fide association of citizens, or combination voters and 
bona fide associations

> Directs City Attorney to prepare Impartial Analysis for each measure
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2. Resolution Setting Priorities for Primary Arguments and Directing the City 
Attorney to Prepare Impartial Analysis

 Motion and Second to designate _________ to prepare and sign argument for ballot 
measure above. 
» For purposes of AB 1416 – Does unanimous support exist for this measure? If 

yes, then ballot label: “Mayor & City Council” can be used by designated signers 
on behalf of the City Council 

» If the above question is determined by the County to be 76 words, staff will 
administratively strike the “other” (highlighted above) from the question.  

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to require special 
elections: 1) to fill Council District vacancies if two or more years remain on 
an unexpired term, or 2) if the City Council fails to appoint a replacement to 
fill an unexpired term of less than two years within 75 days of the vacancy 
being declared; to establish a 30-day City residency requirement for 
appointed office; and to make other administrative changes revisions, 
including those relating to restricting changes to Campaign Contribution 
Limits, be adopted?

YES

NO

RESOLUTION – PRIMARY ARGUMENTS



Office of the City Clerk

7

2. Resolution Setting Priorities for Primary Arguments and Directing the City 
Attorney to Prepare Impartial Analysis

 Motion and Second to designate _________ to prepare and sign argument for ballot 
measure above. 
» For purposes of AB 1416 – Does unanimous support exist for this measure? If 

yes, then ballot label: “Mayor & City Council” can be used by designated signers 
on behalf of the City Council 

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, requiring the 
Organizational Meeting of the City Council to occur annually in December, the 
Vice Mayor’s election to occur annually at the Organizational Meeting for a term 
of one year; and creating an Acting Mayor position to serve in the Mayor’s role in 
the event of a Mayoral vacancy, with the Acting Mayor to be chosen from among 
the remaining members of the City Council, be adopted?

YES

NO

RESOLUTION – PRIMARY ARGUMENTS
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2. Resolution Setting Priorities for Primary Arguments and Directing the City 
Attorney to Prepare Impartial Analysis

 Motion and Second to designate _________ to prepare and sign argument for ballot 
measure above. 
» For purposes of AB 1416 – Does unanimous support exist for this measure? If 

yes, then ballot label: “Mayor & City Council” can be used by designated signers 
on behalf of the City Council 

RESOLUTION – PRIMARY ARGUMENTS

Shall amendments to Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, to establish term limits 
of no more than three consecutive terms of for the elected offices for of Mayor 
and Councilmember, respectively, requiring at least a four-year hiatus from the 
elected office held following three consecutive terms in the same office before 
allowing an additional two terms and allowing an additional two terms after at 
least a four-year hiatus from the elected office held, for a maximum of five total 
terms in the same office, be adopted?  

YES

NO
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3. Resolution Allowing for Rebuttal Arguments for Initiative Petition Ballot Measure 
(optional) 

> At City Council’s discretion, allows and provides details for the filing of rebuttal 
arguments 
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• Adopted Fiscal Year 2025 Election Budget is $550,000
• Estimated County election related expenses for ballot measures: 

$80,000 per measure
• Actual election costs will vary based on several factors:

• Number of City Ballot Measures (6 total City measures)
• Fluctuations in voter registration
• Vote by Mail voter counts

• City Clerk’s Office will return as part of a future budget clean-up report, 
if necessary, to request additional appropriation of funds 

• Staff proposes preparation of a separate Voter Information Pamphlet 
specific to Pasadena (approx. $125K) – sent to all Pasadena voters

• Ballot Question
• Impartial Analysis
• Arguments 
• Measure Text
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It is recommended that the City Council take the following action:

1. Find that the proposed action is not a project subject to California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) as defined in Section 21065 and Section 15378 of the State CEQA Guidelines 
and, as such, no environmental document pursuant to CEQA is required; 

2. Adopt a resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena calling a General Municipal 
Election to be held in the City of Pasadena, consolidated with the Statewide General 
Election held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, for the purpose of submitting three ballot 
measures to amend the Pasadena City Charter, Article IV, related to City Council 
Governance Issues (as amended); 

 

3. Adopt a resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena setting priorities for the filing 
of written arguments pertaining to each ballot measure; and directing the City Attorney to 
prepare an impartial analysis of each measure (incorporating designations for arguments); 

4. Adopt a resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena providing for the filing of 
rebuttal arguments for each measure; and 

5. Authorize the City Clerk to prepare, print, and mail a Pasadena-specific Voter Information 
Pamphlet to send to Pasadena voters containing information on six City of Pasadena 
ballot measures, at an estimated cost of $125,000. 
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QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS
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ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
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ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
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ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
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