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Hi,

Please find attached my public comment for the October 23, 2023 Pasadena City Council Meeting,
agenda item 20. Review of Shotspotter

Thanks,

Yadi
(Attachments: 1)
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Data Shows ShotSpotter Leads to
Dead Ends and Wasted Resources in
Pasadena

fn the past year and a half, Pasadena police have spent 286 hours
respanding to calls ond coming up empty-honded 75% of the time.

Jomy Srott | August 24, 2033

Thor credic: Souxd Thinking, [Buscrarine Joey Scont

Sinoc 2022, Pesadons Police Department (PPD) has contracted with
acoustic surveillance company Shot&potter to use its technolegy to better
respond to shootings, corb pun vislenee, and help find evidence used ta
solve crimes. But dats obtained through public records requests by Knock
LA from 2022 and 2023 tell = starkly different story, onc of minimsl arrests,
lictle obtsined evidence, srd hundreds of hours of wasted police resources,



ShotSpatter only alerted a homicide ance in 2022, during a year wherce
there were 48 shooting investigations — with 14 people injured or killed in
a shooting. It only alerted the police to five gunshaot victima also that year

PP prioritizes ShotSpotter alerts aver other calls, including 811 calls. Per
the department’s poligy, ShotSpoter callz sre “Priocity 17 and are
approached a3 2 crime in progress with a firearm. Yet, as the data shows,
the police are dedicating well over @ majority of their time and resources
to 2 type of call unlikely to zctually belp them docate any sign of 2 shooting,
Records show 5% of those calls bed ne link to & 91 call, sending police aut
to investigate alerts not initated by & person reporting s crime. Even after
canvassing an slert, only 22% of police walked awsy with & police repaort in
2022, The department has colloctively spent 283 hours on ShotSpotter
calls since the contract’s start, adding to the growing fiscal fmpact on the
city's badget.

A g grroiided 1o Posadena P from
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orig year tiweframe, Over 75% aof these alests
would end up wite neevidence of u shosting crivee
beriryy comindrned.

The data from the first two quarbers of this year is trending to be more of
the same. In 76% of alerts, no gun casings wore found, snd only 13% of the
aleres led to & crimingl report that investigators can follow up on.



The future of ShotSpotrer in Pasydena is unclear. The PPDVs prosentatic

irs June to Pasadena City Council's Public Safety Committoe was met with
tepid responses. The data presented mirrored that of other cities that bave
canceled their contracts with the company. So far, $430,000 of the city's 3-
year S630,000 contract for SoundThinking's services and monitoring has
boen spent. That docsn't take into scoount the unknown: cost of resaurces
the city is spending to chase alerts that only come up empty-handed.

When asked if he thought ShotSpotter has reduced the namber of
shooting incidents, PPD Commander William Grisafe said, “If | were to say
that ShotSpoteer {s responsible for the decresse, no. It i the coordination
of = lot of different things”

The kind of journalism you actually read fo the end.
Sign up for our n=wsletter to get the best of ¥nock LA right to your inbox.




