McMillan, Acquanette (Netta)
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From: Jomsky, Mark

Sent: Monday, March 21, 2022 9:20 AM

To: Official Records - City Clerk

Subject: FW: City Council 3-21-2022 Agenda ltem 14: Water Rates

Attachments: State's water savings dry up - Californians’ usage increased in January, alarming officials

amid a historic drought (LA Times 3-16-2022).pdf

Regards,

Mark Jomsky

City Clerk

City of Pasadena

(626) 744-4709 (Direct)
(626) 372-6769 (Cell)

From: Ken Kules

Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2022 2:06 PM

To: Jomsky, Mark <mjomsky @cityofpasadena.net>

Cc: Gordo, Victor <vgordo@cityofpasadena.net>; Wilson, Andy <awilson@cityofpasadena.net>; Williams, Felicia
<fwilliams@cityofpasadena.net>; Hampton, Tyron <THampton@cityofpasadena.net>; Rivas, Jessica
<jerivas@cityofpasadena.net>; Kennedy, John J. <lochnlKennedy@cityofpasadena.net>; Madison, Steve
<smadison@cityofpasadena.net>; Masuda, Gene <gmasuda@cityofpasadena.net>; Kurtz, Cynthia
<ckurtz@cityofpasadena.net>; Kightlinger, Jeffrey <jkightlinger @cityofpasadena.net>

Subject: City Councit 3-21-2022 Agenda ltem 14; Water Rates

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

I commented at the 3-14-2022 City Council meeting on this same topic and was unable to complete my
comments due to the unreasonably-limited amount of time provided.. This is a transcript of those comments:

"PWP told the Municipal Services Committee that the proposed ordinance language re-defining the
Capital Improvement Change is a clarification when in truth it's establishing a new policy that's contrary
to the existing ordinance requirement that the Commodity Rates be used to recover water supply costs.

"Councilmembers frequently want to know how Pasadena’s water rates compare with other similar water
utilities. What you should know is that the policy for the vast majority of public water agencies
throughout the state - including Los Angeles, Burbank & Glendale - is to include all costs for water
supply in their Commodity Rates and the PWP proposal would make this city an outlier.

"I chuckled when I read the assertion on page 7 of the Agenda Report that the action supports City
Council policy goals to 'increase conservation.' As I explained in my written comments, this policy
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change will actually reduce the conservation signal in the Commodity Rates.

"I have to disagree with Ms. Thomas' response to Councilmember Kennedy's question regarding Budget
Based Pricing impact on the rates. The Budget based Pricing structure only works for increasing block
volumetric charges and that would affect the Commodity Charge only since the CIC is a fixed volumetric
rate and the D&C is a fixed rate.

"I wish I could tell you that there are technical reasons or legal constraints driving whether or not you
should adopt the proposed ordinance change, but there aren't. PWP will collect the necessary revenues to
offset costs as permitted by Prop 218 regardless of your decision and there's no threat to bond ratings.
What you simply have before you is a discretionary and binary choice to either weaken or strengthen
Pasadena's conservation ethic as a matter of City Council policy."

I intend to complete my oral comments at the 3-21-2022 meeting and ask that you give them full consideration.
Until then, I urge you to read the attached news article as wells as the following report:

https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/17/us/noaa-drought-spring-outlook-climate/index. html
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State’s
water

savings
dry up

Californians’ usage
increased in January,
alarming officials amid
a historic drought.

By HAYLEY BMITH

Californis witl end winter
In o petllous position as
record-shattering  dryness
canverges with lagging wa-
ter oonservation efforts in
nearly every peri of the
stase, offielals mid Tuesday.

ARer months of cutting
back, pew date from Lhe
Slate Water Resources Con-
trol Board show that rather

waler use 20% in Japuery,
compared with the seme
monoth in 2020 — the base.
Iin# year against which eur-
Ineasured.

in Newsoin called on Califor-
nlans to voluntarily cut. wa-
ter use by 15% —totheendof
January were fust 84%, less
than hal(the target. Officlals
said more must be done to
Prevent worst-case drought.
scenarios,  Including  In-
creased restrictlons and
mandatory watercuta.

“These numbers are a
good wake-up call that we
needtobuckle upend et go-
ing,” conservailon superv-
sor Charlotte Bly tald re-
porters:

then-Gov. Jerry Brown ar-
dered a mandalory 25% re-
duction in urban water use,
Califsrnians came close to
meetlngthat goal and many
of thelr water-saving hablts
remaln.

But conditions today are
mare exireme than even in
those dire times January

February,

corded, with only aboin
three-quarte;:s of an inch of
precipltation, said state cll-
matologlst Michael Ander-
son. The next driest. 2013,
saw ghout twice that

haven't done enough to pre-
pare for and respand to the

e
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l'llll:l'IGHTllls. top, battle a blaze after an menmt building waashelled in Kyiv, Ulkraine. Above, police

after sha was rescued. Four people were killed in the attack in Kyiv's Svistoshynskyi diss

triot.

Ukrainian Jews escaping to Israel

Thousands have been
resertled in a réscue
operation led by the
Jewish community.

By LeiLsa MiLLER

‘The bombing of Ukralne
had atready begun, but Tlya,
and Yulila Tregubov coutd
not quite bring themaslves
wltave.

The couple. both. 40, tived

In Dnipro, a picturesque city
in central Uktaine, with
thelr W-year-ald deughter,
Asya Dys wasa psychiatrist
at a Jewlgh medical eenter
and ¥Fullla managed busi-
Dess CEntars,

‘They enjoyed a tranquil
Uit strolling Lhe clty's river-
bank or simply watching
Netfllx togethet. They vaca-

oned ln 8 summer home
Just outside Dalpro, where
they'd plek Frult from apri-
col, apple and cherry trees,

Ax the war inlansified,

the Tregubovs turned dewn
offers to help Lhem evacuate.

“We thought one more
day and i will be stopped.
All this horror will be
stopped,” Ilya sald.

But then Russla began
bombing clvilian sreas in
. Dya.
whose grandmother was &
medic with Lthe Boviet army
thal lherated Auschwilz,
thought about the Jews wha
did not flee during the Hok-
eaust,

“We know Lhat thase wha

did not escape, who decided
ta stay in thelt elties, they
ure potallve . and Ithought
that thisisthe (ime, " he said
More than 3 million
peaple hove fled Ukraine
since the war slarted, The
Tregubava are among thou-
sands af Jews who have
moved to [sreel In & rescus
operation Wunched by the
Iarach and the

Latimes,com

As shelling kills more
civilians, three NATO
leaders offer their
support in the capital.

By Nama BuLos,
Tawesp Kasoas
anp Teacy WiLKinson

‘White an-
nounced that Blden will at-
tend an emergency sesslon

Wedundqymmus Don

resa.

Biden's pressnce at the
NATO summil 5 intended
to UE. commit.
ment to stopping Russia's
brutal invaslor of Ukraine

traditional multiiaceral ca-
operation.
It follows high Dmll.le

experiencing the brunt of
o masalve emdus of refu-

land, but the White House

belong ta NATC as well as
the European Union, trav-
#led by Lrain Tuesday inln
the Ukraintan caplial, Kyiv,
where they met with Zelen-
sky, who posted 2 video of
the eteounter an yocial me-
din

It was the firse high-levet
by officials om elther
ulliance since Russia lnvad-
[5ee Ukraine, Ad]

Journalist slams
waron Russia TV
An aditar h

hroadcast with a sign
teading. “They are lying
to you here.” woRLD, A2
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Nick Aawa Par Tue Timer
much ¢f it collected Fro:

farmers markets. to a pile at the organization’s regional hub in G-nfb:h Park

COLUMN ONE

Anger erupts as fire official
who looked drunk is cleared

Mmorlty and female
firefighter groups say
it shows white men

get special reatment.

By PAUL PRInGLn

Last spring, a high-rank-
Ing olficlal In the Los Ange-
les Fire Department alleged
that its top administrative
commminder, Chiel Deputy
Pred Mathis, appeared io be
tnoxieated whik he was
overseeing the agency’s op-
eratlons center during the
Pallsades fire.

eommawwnm

Now, Tines has
Ieamed uut. & private law
firm hired Ty the efty to in-

But the Investigation
cleared Mathis through & ra-
tlonale that has outraged
departinent logiders: The
law frm concluded Mathis

cated as he had put himsel
out sick” that, day, aecording
toasinmary of the Ondings
the department provided

Umekeeplng record faur
days after the Inekdeat to
showhe wason sick Leave the

say the Mathls case & just
the labest axampile ofthe de-
partment granting speclsl
Lreatment Lo senlor o{ficers,
espetialty I chey are menor
‘white, as Mathis 5. And the
leaders of the groups say
that treatment is often ac-

Dirty hands, d ' -
Theofficial reporiedthat  The Times. The newspaper companied by & cover-up,
z a n ‘S‘J C eﬂn Con‘ycwnces Mathis admiteed 10 her that  reported in July that anen-  sometlmes with the help of
. . . . i he Mad been drinking, ac.  Ury was made In Mathls' [See Cleared, AB]
Composting is creating a new generation of environmentalists
By Jauzs RAINEY thaiwasn'ta
Then she tried wishing unused veggies
eresaleonghad knowtifor  down the drain, knowing they'd be con- A fourth doseof | Duylight saving M:‘d
years that er kitchen scraps toreusable gas al the city's COVID vacecine? time bill advances %-%m
‘weren't really trash. But.at #ewiage treabment plant. Bul massive Pfizar sseks U.&. Sanare sonda Huu- the
first, she wastyL $ure what to of greenc, a authorization for an bipavtisan Sunshing
dowiththem, blender, clogged the drain in her Sdio edditionnl boostar shot | Brotertin Aot to end
&"ﬁm‘hﬂlmﬂfrﬂ;&“ e ol for people age 85 and twice-yenrly changing
pepper| Dbushes, wo Acothe E
decompose and feedthe greenery Bt Googllog”led [Soe Gompast, A7] older. NATION. A4 of clocks. naTioN, &1

BUSINESS INSIDE: A worker accuses Google of retaliating against her for activism. Alo
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State’s urb

[Water, fram Al
Lhink they're long overdue,”
said hydralogist. Peter CHe-
Ik, co-founder of the Pacific
[nstitute, "The reservoirs
are lower than they were at
this tlme last year, aod last
year we were In the second
yearofthedrought "™
During a board meeting
Tuesday, Department af
Water Resources DHrector
Harla Nemeth said Callfor-
nla peeds to receive about
four move Inches of precipl-
tation before moath's end or
U willend wp beingthe driest
January-February-barch
stretch on record — &n in-
creasingly ikely scenario,
“I's really turned into &
very diffieult year,” Nemeth
gald, adding that aXthough
Lhe stale typically relleson a
slow aceretlon of reservelr
Inflows through sumnmer,
“It's entirely passible that
our Inflows will have already

peaked.

A3 a resull, the depart.
ment I8 planning to an-
nounce a reduction in the
Promised 15% water supply
allocalion that came on Lhe
heels of December's atorma,
MNemeth said, alihough she
did not specify by how much.

OQfficials are also pian-
ning to submit & temporary
petition chat would enable
deviations from typical wa-
ter rights and usage from

through June, and are
n the process of evaluating
mdditional  endangered
specles  mctions,  among
oLher steps.

“It's all hands on deck for

pum\.dartlwulonmu
year,” Nemeth sald

Already, snowpack and
reservolrs have dwindled for
below average for the date.
On Tuesday, Lakes Shasla,
the state’s largest reservair,

The San Franciseo Bay Area
reduced water use by %
from Suly tothe end of Janu-
ary, while the South Coast
reglon, which inchudes Lag
Angeles, reduced 5.1%, com-

pared uith the haseline pe-
nod

Officials were reluctant
to speculate on the reason
for that disparity, but Ely
sald there could be “a tittle
bit more awarenessup north
because we're closer to the

toric average, officials said
Statewlde WES
B7% of normal

Some areas of California.
are conserving more water
than others, the data show.

problem.” The
diredrought condiilons thal.
started around the North
Coast lost year also spread
Into the Central Valley, in
cluding much of Lthe state's
agricultural hub, which sul-

fered an estimated 812.bil-

lon hit as a result of
drought-related  restric.
tions.

Southern ccuntles, in.
cluding Imperial, Los Ange-
les, Orange, Riverside, Ban
EBernardino, San Dlego and
Ventura, were among the
Inst tabe ndded to Newsom's
statewlde drought emer-
gency declaration last year.
The largest urban water

PEOPLE WALK through sprinklers on a rainy day at the Balbos Sporta Canter in Encino in Janvary Califor-
nians missed targats for water savings in 2021 and 2022, cutting usage by 8.4%, when s 15% cut waa called for.

Gewano MoLim Las Anpries T

an water savings are falling short

ary and Pebruary onrecord,
and our preclpitatian levels
remain critically low,” New-
som’s affice said in 3 slalev

and leading Lo lenger, deyer
periods, We all must do mare
wmmmmm
statement  algo
mbed local water suppliers”
Tole in ensuring regional wa-
ter goals are mat. But while
urban water copservation
can thake & difference, clties
and towns only represent
shout 2t of the state’s hu-
man water use each year.
Mw.'hnl"hzmst(uelmnan-
culture, which s tracked

Beparataly.

CHelck, of the Pacific [n-
slitute, sakd that while the
agricudural sector warrants
same criticlam, it 18 already

seeing shoriages In water
dellveries, and many [ar-
mers At growing more food
with less water.

“Agriculture is slready
also sulfering and taklag

<uts, and yes, Lhere's more
Lhey could do to use water
more eMciently, but jt's not
a3 though they're being ig-
nored,” he said, adding that
there also remains “enor-

moeus paleniial i urbanwa-
venUpadhysysaidhewasn'i of a reminder that while cll-  ter use ta ¢o whal we want
surprised Lhat conservallon mate change 15 a longer-  withiesswater™
#fforts hackshid that month.  term process, there wili be Across California It Is -
Hi h - apparenl Lhat
saging is nesded to reach Indeed, rules outiawing many changes will b long-
people who don't always water wasting adopted by  termreflectlons ofa new wiy

think In percentages.
“Twant.

the bourd in January helped

spread

oflife. Last month, research-
hat the American

beclear: Thisiz

ot a drill” he sald. “This is

the real deal jt is & droughs
emergency.”

Yel awareness ls only

part of the problem, offivials

Califor- a5 disaster
mia. Metropolitan WaterDis-  [atlgue ls making it mare dif-
trict. declared s own fcult Lo drive home the se-
drought emergency in No-  verity of the draught and ne-
vernber. ceasity of conservation.

Qiven the unusual dry-
ness of January, MWD's
Chiel Operating Oflcer De-

MARKET ROUNDUP

Stocks rise as oil prices fall again

ASBOCIATED FRZSL

Techrology companles
led stocks broadly higher on
Wall Street on Tuesday, os
oll pricesslid sharpiy jor the
second day end inflatlon
worrles ebbed. The marker
rally came & day shead ofthe
Pederal Reserve's highly an-
ticlpated Wnbarest. rate policy

update.

The Standard & Poors
500 index rose 2%, ending &
three-day losing streak, af-
ter a repart showed Infla-
tor's rapld acceleration
paused al ¢ Jev-

D ————
Major atock indexes

Index Close

D%
change

Cow Industristy
$LP %00
Hasdaq compashe
Sup doo

33544 34
4.262.45
2948682
2.586.33
Ruasell 2000 1.968.97
EuraStave 50 153001
Hildew (Japany 2534648
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 184508
Assotiated Press.

therea still bulldlng opU-
mism regerdiog Ukraine,

el Iast month The Dow
Jones industrial average
yalned 18%, and the tech-
heavy Nasdag

re
garding inﬂa!.hn.nill.npu'
tleular, and optimigm chat
the Fed wil not be mare

Tullt

-7l
1057
-17.23
9.03
-12.31
-7.87
1197

-111658 -2 30

I February than & yearearll-
er. the same rate a5 in Janu-
ary. On a monih-to-month
basls, prices rose (A% In
Pebruaty from January, ver-
sus forecasts for 0.9%. That's
from January's

oded 9%,
The wilder action was in
ofland Aslan stock mackets,
where  tightened  anti-
COVID méasures ln China
Bre raising worries sbout de-
mand for energy and about

pregsure off the world’s high
inflation, Htoeks in Hong
Rang sank more Lhan 5% for
a second stralght day after
the neighboring city of Shen-
zhen wes ordered Into a
shutdown.

“If ever so slight, at least.

Seeke:

into the market,” said Sam
Btovall, chief Investment
strategist al CFRA.

‘The B&P 500 rase 52.34
palnols to 4.252 45, The Dow
advanced 58910 poinls Lo
318444, and the Nasdag
rose 36740 points  to
12,9462, The Russell 2000
index of smaller-company
stocks rose 3725 potnts, or
1d%, Lo 196897

Dala released Tuesdsy
shawed Inftation was stil
very high at the wholesale
Levellast month, but at least
it wasn't acceleratlng. Pro-
ducer prices were K% higher
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L2% month-over-month in-
flation,

‘The yield on: the K-pear
Treasury rose ta 215% from
224 late Monday. The two-
year yleid fell ta 186 from

18Tk

A barrel of US. crude
dropped 64% to $96.4d. 1L
had hrisfly topped 130 last
week. Brent crude, the inter-
naticnal standacd, Cell 6.5%
t03$06.01 abarrel,

In other developments,
the London Metal Pxchange
sald teading i nheke] will re-
sume Wednesday, fustover a
‘week after it was suspended.
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“This is a slower disas-
ter,” said James Nachhaur,
divector of research, plan-
ning and performance with
the Btate Water Resources

even the pandemie, and o it
isa liLtle harderta get. people
o focus on slower, longer
time scales. Drought ia kind

clak najd.hmu:ehnkmster
eonservalion numbers that
month atse Indicate that
fines and woluntary mea-
sures may no langer be
Enough.

The water baard will be

& "dry year warning

Jetrer to all water rights
hoklersand claimants in the
slale inthe coming days ad-
vislag them to plan accor-
tngly for another year of
drought., Deputy Director
Erik Ekdahl sald.

Individuals  are  olso
urged to do thelr part by
sharing up leaks, reducing
outdoor jrrigation and re-
placing wrf, among other
conservation praciices.

“Califc has just ex-
perienced the driest Janu-

West just, experienced IS
driegl 22-yedr-period in at
beast 1200 years.

And though some water
supplles were replealshed
after the previous dry years,
Anderson, the cimatologist,
sald acase coukl be made for
calllng the current period
“one long drought.”

progression

expect with climate change,
where something staris as
an extreme and then be-
comes eplaodie,” Anderson

wcoupie of timesadecade —
and this is, tnen, the third
record-setting drought In
the last 15 years ™
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Conservation is failing.
[t’s time for water cuts

The drought is getting worse,
What is the governor waiting for?

ALIFORNIA IS in year three of a

worsening drought and the situa-

tion is growing dire. After a wet

and snowy Decetnber, Califortia

experienced its driest January
and February on record. More than 83% of
the state is now suffering “severe” or “ex-
treme” drought. compared with 66% last
month, according to the U.S. Drotght
Monitor. Sierra Nevada snowpack has
dropped to 55% of normal for this time of
year and reservoirs are depleted.

Gov. Gavin Newsor in July called for
Californians to voluntarily reduce water use
by 15% compared with 2020 levels, but the
state has cut back by only about 6.5%. In
January, urban water use increased by 2.6%,
compared with the same month in 2020,
heading in the wrong direction even as the
drought deepens.

It should be clear by now that the gover-
nor’svoluniary pleas are not working.

Water experts say California should have
already moved to impose mandatory re-
strictions. But Newsorm still hasn't ordered
them,

What is he waiting for?

Porecasters are predicting drier-than-
average conditions to persist across much
of California for the next two weeks, making
it increasingly likely that California will ex-
perience its driest January-February-
March streteh on record.

wastefu) turf lawns and reptace them with
water-sipping native landscaping, change
out inefficient appliances and capture
stormwater to recharge aquifers.

Under legislation adopted in 20i8, Cali-
fornia regulators are working an long-term
standards for making water conservation a
way of life ag climate change brings more
persistont and frequent drought. But people
need £0 be jolted Into action now, especially
tocurtail outdoor watering that accounts for
as much as half of urban use. Agriculture
uses about B0 of all the water used in Cali-
fornia, and mere must. also be done to reduce
its usage while limiting groundwater pump-
ingthat depletes aquifers.

Alex Stack, a spokesperson for Newsom,
would not say whether the governor would
issue a mandatory water conservation or-
der, but pointed to $22.5 million in new state
drought response funding announced earli-
er this month, including wore than $8 mil-
lionfor“targeted outreach eflortsioeducate
Californians on water conservation mea-
suresand practices.”

Ii's a little late to start gearing up the wa-
ter-saving tips. And while better messaging
is clearly needed. it's not enotagh.

Mandates are what helped get California
through the punishing 2012-16 drought. It
was at a dismal snow survey in April2015that
then-Gov. Jerry Brown ordered California’s
first statewide mandatory water restric-
tions. Hisdirective tocut urban wateruse by
26% put in motion a series of emergency
regulations that, while at times controver-
sial, were largely effective. Californians got

Even more meager snow-
pack numbers are expected
at an upcoming April 1 snow
survey that typically records
the year's peak levels.

Imposing conservation
mandates now, just as out-
door water use starts to
ramp up for the spring and
surmer, would force water
suppliers to enact restric-
tions on lawn watering or
boister incentives for eff-
ctent appliances and fix-
tures, and drought-friendly
landscaping. It would zlso
send a clear message to Cali-
fornians who are under-
standably distracted by
other crises and may be un-
aware of the severity of this
drought. Though this dry
spell is as bad, if not worse, than the 2012-16
drought, it has not garnered the same {ype
of heavy media coverage (which, by the way,
has been linked to reductions in residential
wateruse).

“Unless we realty put mandatory restric-
tions and get these utilities to actuatly deal
with this in a more systematic way, 1 doubt
we're going Lo see tons more conservation,”
said Newsha Ajami, a water expert and re-
searcher at Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory.

Experience shows that the earlier gov-
ernment takes action Lo conserve water, the
better, Ajami said, and that eould prove
fateful if this drought persists through next
winter and spring, and communities start
running out of water.

The dryness we are experiencing is Cali-
fornia’s new reality under climate change.
Global warming has fundamentally
changed the water cycle, as rising tempera-
tures intensify climate extremes and am-
plify the state's boom-bust swings between
having too much precipitation and not
enough

While this drought is another environ-
mental crisis to deal with, It isalso anoppor-
tunity to make lasting changes to reflect our
altered climate. To rip out thirsty and

PLEASE
CONSERVE
HATER

Jay L. CLENDENIN Los Atgeled Times

A TRAFFIC sign along Highway 1in Fort Bregg in
2021 alerts drivers to the town's water emorgency.

close to meeting Brown's 25% reduction or-
der. And whiie the state’srules were lifted af-
ter the winter of 2017 broughi massive
storms, some of those water-saving hahits
stueck around.

California is better positioned to respond
this time around because of what regulators
nave learned from that experience. They
know what works, what they can be flexible
on. and they have more data to help tailor
thelrrules and make themn as focused and ef-
{ective as possible.

Last year, Newsom may have been reluc-
tant to order unpopular curbs on water be-
cause he was facing a September recall elec-
tion. Stieking with that hands-off approach
thisyear may be coming out of a desire not to
burden Californians with another govern-
ment mandate after two years of COVID-12
restrictions and ata moment wheninfiation,
high gas prices and war in Ukraine are more
top of mind than the drought. That's under-
standable, but Newsom and California galn
nothing by failing to act aggressively now to
save water,

Conditions have clearly worsened in the
five months since Newsom declared &
drought emergency. IL's time for him to take
the next step and impose mandatory water
restrictions.
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