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Councilmember Masuda
reconnected from the meeting
at 6:07 p.m.

Council Minutes

ABSENT: Councilmembers Hampton, Masuda
ABSTAIN: None

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: PREPARATION OF AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF THE PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE REQUIRING THE ELECTRIFICATION OF
BUILDINGS IN CERTAIN SPECIFIC CATEGORIES
Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council:

(1) Adopt the Environmental Determination that the proposed
project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to the
guidelines of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code §21080(b)(9); Administrative Code, Title 14,
Chapter 3, §15308, Class 8, Actions by Regulations for the
Protection of the Environment); and

(2) Direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance and return
within 60 days amending the Pasadena Municipal Code by
amending Title 8, Health and Safety Code requiring the
electrification of bunldlngs in certain specific categories.

City Clerk Jomsky reported that thirty-two letters (including one
letter representing sixteen local organizations) in support of an all-
electric, buildings code, two letters in support of the staff
recommendation, three letters advocating for the City’s electric
building code to include Single Family Homes and Accessory
Dwelling Units, and two letters in opposition to the staff
recommendation, were received by the City Clerk’s Office, which
were distributed to the City Council, posted on-line, and made part
of the public record for this item.

The following individuals expressed concerns with the staff
recommendation and/or provided comments on the matter:

Blake Perez, representing Building Owners and Manager’s
Association- Greater Los Angeles

Althea De Pietro, Los Angeles resident

DeAndre Valencia, representing Building Industry Association
of Southern California, Los Angeles- Ventura

The following individuals spoke in support of the staff
recommendation and/or provided comments on the matter:

Michael Rochmes, representing Climate Reality Project, Los
Angeles Chapter

Tom Brady, Pasadena resident

Robert Haw, representing Habitable Designs, Inc.

Mary (Mimi) Fitzgerald, Pasadena resident

Claire Smigiel, Los Angeles resident

Sanford Krasner, representing Citizens Climate Lobby -
Pasadena/Foothills Chapter

Ryan Bell, Pasadena resident

Greg Apodaca, representing Community 2.0
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Carl Selkin, representing Social Justice Committee Pasadena
Jewish Temple and Center

Kathy Berlin, Pasadena resident

Cynthia Cannady, Pasadena resident

Christy Zamani, representing Day One

Kimberly Orbe, representing Sierra Club

Catherine Ronan, representing Sierra Club Angeles Chapter
Climate Action Team

Winston Thorne, representing AIAPF - Pasadena Building
Electrification Coalition

Vice Mayor Wilson, Chair of the Municipal Services Committee
(MSC), summarized the Committee’s discussion and comments on
the matter. He advocated for new Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
to be included in the proposed electrification requirements.

Ronald Takiguchi, Building Official, provided information on other
municipalities’ electrification ordinances and associated saving
costs on the proposed electrification requirements; David Reyes,
Director of Planning and Community Development, provided
information on the State’s policy on the issue; and Interim City
Manager Kurtz provided information on the proposed electrification
schedule; with all responding to questions.

Councilmember Kennedy spoke in support of the staff
recommendation, and advocated for staff to amend the applicability
of electrification requirements to new multi-family residential
buildings that have more than four units based upon the concerns
of the community.

Councilmember Madison expressed concerns as to why staff
agendized the report under Consent Calendar, as this matter is
substantial and requires discussion and consideration. He also
expressed concerns with the lack of MSC and Environmental
Advisory Commission’s input on the matter. He spoke in support of
applying the proposed electrification requirements to all homes in
the City; and asked staff to provide comparative data on the usage
of natural gas versus electricity for residential and commercial, and
what commercial gas usage (percentage) pertains to restaurants,
to determine the City’s carbon footprint. He asked that the City’s
Water and Power Department provide projections in terms of
electricity demand that would occur following implementation of the
proposed ordinance, as well as costs associated with heating and
cooking for a family of four.

Councilmember Rivas spoke in support of the staff
recommendation, however, advocated for the proposed
electrification requirements to include new construction, single-
family homes, new multi-family units, and new ADU’s.
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Vice Mayor Wilson stated that the MSC did not provided a formal
recommendation because the proposed electrification of buildings
ordinance was still being developed, and advocated for the
proposed ordinance to be agendized at a future MSC meeting for
further review and discussion.

Councilmember Masuda spoke in support of the staff
recommendation.

Mayor Gordo advocated for the City Council to approve the staff
recommendation with direction to staff to agendize the matter at a
future MSC meeting for further review and discussion prior to the
matter returning to City Council for consideration.

Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Kennedy,
seconded by Councimember Wiliams, to approve the staff
recommendation, noting the direction to staff to agendize the
proposed ordinance at a future MSC meeting for further review and
discussion prior to it returning to City Council for first reading, as
well as for staff to return within a year with proposals that would
incorporate single-family homes and accessory dwelling units as
part of the City’s electrification ordinance requirements:

AYES: Councilmembers Kennedy, Madison, Masuda, Rivas,
Williams, Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: Councilmembers Hampton

ABSTAIN: None

PUBLIC HEARING: SUBMITTAL OF PUBLIC HOUSING
AGENCY ANNUAL PLAN (2022) TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Recommendation: It is recommended that the City of Pasadena
(the "City"), as Successor Agency to the Pasadena Community
Development Commission, after a public hearing:

(1) Find that the recommended action is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), pursuant to State
CEQA Guidelines per 15061 (b)(3), the “common sense” provision
that CEQA only applies to projects that may have a significant effect
on the environment; and

(2) Approve the City's Public Housing Agency Annual Plan (2022),
and authorize the Interim City Manager to execute any and all
documents regarding its submittal to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development

Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, opened the public hearing; reported that
the public hearing notice was published in the Pasadena Journal
and the Pasadena Press on March 17, 2022; and one letter
advocating for the City to create a balance between open space
and affordable housing was received by the City Clerk’s Office,
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distributed to the City Council, posted online, and made part of the
public hearing record for the item.

Allison Henry, Pasadena resident, spoke on illegal evictions in
the City, the assistance Community Services staff provides to
renters/community members, and advocated for City staff to
continue working on Pasadena renter issues and concerns.

Following public comment, it was moved by Vice Mayor Wilson,
seconded by Councilmember Rivas, to close the public hearing:

AYES: Councilmembers Kennedy, Madison, Masuda, Rivas,
Williams, Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: Councilmember Hampton

ABSTAIN: None

It was moved by Vice Mayor Wilson, seconded by Councilmember
Williams, to approve the staff recommendation:

AYES: Councilmembers Kennedy, Madison, Masuda, Rivas,
Williams, Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: Councilmember Hampton

ABSTAIN: None

NAMING OF NEW PARK LOCATED AT 701 EAST UNION
STREET

Recommendation from the Recreation and Parks Commission:
It is recommended that the City Council:

(1) Find that the proposed action of naming a City park not a
“project” as defined in the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21065 and Section
15378(b)(4) and (5) of the State CEQA Guidelines and, as such, is
not subject to environmental review;

(2) Name the new park located at 701 East Union Street as
Octavia Butler Park and the stage area as Van Halen Stage.

City Clerk Jomsky reported that in January 2022 five letters
advocating to name the new park “Edward Van Halen Park” and
one letter providing biographical information on the band Van
Halen, and currently ten letters advocating for the new park to be
named, “Edward Van Halen Park”, fifteen letters for the park to be
named “Playhouse Village Park”, and one letter for the park to be
named after Octavia Butler and the stage area after Eddie Van
Halen, which were received by the City Clerk’s Office, distributed to
the City Council, posted online, and made part of the public record
for the item.
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Mayor Gordo reported that the Pasadena Unified School District
(PUSD) Board approved renaming Washington Middle School to
Octavia E. Butler Magnet.

Tony Olmos, Director of Public Works provided introductory
comments, and Hayden Melbourn, Capital Project Manager,
presented a PowerPoint presentation on the item, and responded

~ to questions.

The following individuals advocated for the City to name the new
park after Eddie Van Halen/VVan Halen band and provided
comments on the matter:

Shawn Patterson, West Hills resident ,
Randa Schmalfeld, representing Pasadena 4 Van Halen
Julie Kimura, Pasadena resident

The following individuals advocated for the City to name the new
park the “Playhouse Village Park” and provided comments on the
matter:

Brian Wallace, representing Playhouse Village Association
Phil Hawkey, representing Playhouse Village Association
Marjorie Lindbeck, Pasadena resident

Allison Henry, Pasadena resident, advocated for the City to name
the park after Octavia Butler, an award winning author and former
Pasadena resident.

Interim City Manager Kurtz provided information on the City’s Public
Park and Recreational Facility Naming Policy; and responded to
questions.

Vice Mayor Wilson spoke on the working group, made up of
residents and business owners in the Playhouse Village (formerly
known as the Playhouse District) area that advocated for open
space; and spoke in favor of naming the park the Playhouse Village
Park.

Mayor Gordo stated that his communication with Eddie Van Halen's
representatives have communicated that they would like to honor
the Van Halen band, and spoke in favor of naming the park the
Playhouse Village Park and the stage the Van Halen Stage

It was moved by Councilmember Kennedy, seconded by Vice
Mayor Wilson, to name the park the Playhouse Village Park and the
stage the Van Halen Stage:

AYES: Councilmembers Kennedy, Madison, Masuda, Rivas,
Williams, Vice Mayor Wilson, Mayor Gordo
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NOES: None
ABSENT: Councilmember Hampton
ABSTAIN: None

INFORMATIONAL ITEM RELATED TO AGENDIZING CITY
BUSINESS PRIOR TO PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT
ON THE AGENDA, ON A TRIAL BASIS

Recommendation: The agenda report is provided for information
only; no action is required at this time.

Mayor Gordo summarized the agenda report as part of his oral
presentation, and responded to questions.

Councilmember Williams, member of the ad hoc committee,
reported that as part of its consideration, the Committee reviewed
the practices of other municipalities.

Councilmember Madison and Vice Mayor Wilson expressed
concerns with the impacts that public comments on matters not on
the agenda has in relegating and inhibiting public comment on
matters on the Council's agenda that are publically noticed for
discussion

Councilmember Rivas advocated for this matter to be reconsidered
when City Council meetings open back up to the public, as she is
concerned about the wait times for public speakers to provide
comments on matters not on the agenda.

Councilmember Kennedy expressed concerns with shifting public
comment on matters not on the agenda at the end of City Council
meeting, which may suppress the community’'s voice and
opportunity to address their elected officials.

City Clerk Jomsky reported that fourteen letters advocating for the
City Council to continue to allow public comment on matters not on
the agenda at the beginning of City Council meetings, were
received by the City Clerk’s Office, distributed to the City Council,
posted on-line, and made part of the public record for this item.

The following individuals advocated for the City Council to continue
to allow public comment on matters not on the agenda at the
beginning of City Council meetings: and/or provided comments:

Sonja Berndt, Pasadena resident
Kat Ross, Altadena resident

Raul Ibafiez, Pasadena resident
Una Lee Jost, Pasadena resident
Ellen Finkelpearl, Pasadena resident
Denise Robb, Pasadena resident
Ryan Bell, Pasadena resident
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Heavenly Hughes, representing My TRIBE Rise

Victor Hodgson, representing My TRIBE Rise

Jane Panangaden, Pasadena resident

Michelle White, Pasadena resident

Anthony Manousos, Pasadena resident

Ed Washatka, Pasadena resident

Mohamad Tajsar, representing ACLU of Southern California
Jane Ward, representing Showing Up for Racial Justice
Michael Williams, Pasadena resident

Yvonne Trice, representing A Mother’s Voice

Peter Dreier, Pasadena resident

Julieta Aragon, Pasadena resident

Jill Shook, Pasadena resident

Bert Newton, Pasadena resident

Allison Henry, Pasadena resident

Adriana Bautista, Pasadena resident

Allen Shay, Pasadena resident

Pastor Kerwin Manning, Pasadena resident

Following discussion, on the order of the Mayor, and consensus of
the City Council, the information was received and filed.

The following individuals spoke on the need to address
accountability and transparency within the Pasadena Police
Department; advocated for the termination of Pasadena Police
Officers (Dumaguindin, Serrano, Newlen and/or Giriffin) involved in
the shooting of Anthony McClain and Kendric McDade; expressed
concerns with the Pasadena Police Department and their policing
practices; and and/or expressed concerns with moving public
comment to the end the City Council meeting:

Allen Shay, Pasadena resident
Olden Denham, Pasadena resident
Jane Ward, Pasadena resident

Kat Ross, Altadena resident

Michael Williams, Pasadena resident
Nicole King, Pasadena resident

On order of the Mayor, the special meeting recessed at 8:25 p.m.
to discuss the following closed session. (Absent: Councilmember
Hampton)

CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS
pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6

Agency Designated Representatives: Cynthia Kurtz and
Tiffany Jacobs-Quinn

Employee Organization: International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW)
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The above closed session item was discussed, with no reportable

action at this time.

On order of the Mayor, the special meeting of the City Council

adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

kl& M.

Victor M. Gordo, Mayor
City of Pasadena

14

)

04/04/2022



