


























Martinez, Ruben 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Richard McDonald 
Monday, October 18, 2021 11 :40 AM 
PublicComment-AutoResponse 
Jomsky, Mark; Reyes, David 
Agenda Item 14 

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 

safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more .... 

Please provide the following comment to the Mayor and CC for Agenda Item 14 tonight. Thank you. 

Dear Mayor Gordo and Honorable Members of the City Council: 

Having read the staff report and the various letters from the MHNA and others calling for changes to the City's 
General Plan, Specific Plans, and various development standards (e.g., setbacks, heights, etc.), I note the 
absence of any discussion of Government Code Section 66300.b.1, which provides: 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law except as provided in subdivision (i), with respect to land where housing 
is an allowable use, an affected county or an affected city shall not enact a development policy, standard, or 
condition that would have any of the following effects: 

(A) Changing the general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or zoning of a parcel 
or parcels of property to a less intensive use or reducing the intensity of land use within an existing general plan 
land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or zoning district below what was allowed under the 
land use designation and zoning ordinances of the affected county or affected city, as applicable, as in effect on 
January 1, 2018, except as otherwise provided in clause (ii) of subparagraph (B). For purposes of this 
subparagraph, "less intensive use" includes, but is not limited to, reductions to height, density, or floor area 
ratio, new or increased open space or lot size requirements, or new or increased setback requirements, minimum 
frontage requirements, or maximum lot coverage limitations, or anything that would lessen the intensity of 
housing. 

We understand there is another provision that further states the City "shall not enforce a zoning ordinance 
imposing a moratorium or other similar restriction on or limitation of housing development until it has 
submitted the ordinance to, and received approval from, the department. The department shall approve a zoning 
ordinance submitted to it pursuant to this subparagraph only if it determines that the zoning ordinance satisfies 
the requirements of this subparagraph. If the department denies approval of a zoning ordinance imposing a 
moratorium or similar restriction or limitation on housing development as inconsistent with this subparagraph, 
that ordinance shall be deemed void." 

Based upon this Code section, we do not believe you can pursue the second option presented in the Staff's 
recommendation, nor implement the MHNA and other suggestions for changes to the City ' s various plans, 
unless the proposed ordinance is submitted to the State HCD Department for approval , which we think is highly 
unlikely. To avoid wasting staff resources, therefore, we urge you to proceed with the specific plan update 
process with deliberate speed. The Lincoln A venue Plan is ready to be adopted, as was recommended to you by 
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the Planning Commission. Others can follow shortly thereafter. Millions of dollars have been spent to get this 
far and it only makes sense to finish that process. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Richard A. McDonald, Esq. 

Law Office of Richard A. McDonald 

Of Counsel, Carlson & Nicholas, LLP 

301 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 320 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

Office Telephone: (626) 356 - 4801 

Cell Telephone: (626) 487 - 6713 

Email: RMcDonald@CarlsonNicholas.com 

Website: WW\V.CarlsonNicholas.com 
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Martinez, Ruben 

Subject: FW: 10/18/21 Council Agenda item 14 

Dear Mayor Gordo and Councilmembers, 

My name is Jeff Cyrulewski, and I'm a Pasadena resident. I'm writing to support Livable Pasadena's call for a 
detailed review and revision of our General Plan. I'm supportive of both their call to revise design standards, 
and also to re-examine densities as mentioned in option #2 in the staff report, and I'm definitely interested in the 
ideas for re-examining those densities. 

Thank you, 

Jeff Cyrulewski 
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Martinez, Ruben 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Brian 
Monday, October 18, 2021 2:38 PM 
PublicComment-AutoResponse 
Kennedy, John J.; Wilson, Andy; Rivas, Jessica; Porras, Susana; Thyret, Pam; Morales, 
Margo 
Item 14 Comment 
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Dear Mayor Gordo and City Council : 

Throughout the ongoing process to update the Central District Specific Plan, the Playhouse Village Board of 
Directors has submitted comments in support of allowing residential as an allowed land use along North Lake 
Avenue between Colorado and Corson. 

In your discussions about Specific Plans and the General Plan tonight, please continue to consider the critical 
importance ofthe need for housing along this portion of North Lake. Office buildings continue to struggle with 
average vacancy of greater than 30%, and retail vacancies now blight the area while this transit corridor 
remains off-limits as a possible location to absorb pressure for much-needed housing in our community. 

Your consideration of a General Plan Amendment to allow housing on this stretch of North Lake - supportable 
through the current Specific Plan process - is essential. Please ensure the process can continue or be 
accelerated to help revitalize one of Pasadena's most visible gateways. 

Thank you, 

Brian Wallace 
Executive Director 

Playhouse Village 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

Pla_ldhouse 
Village 
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Martinez, Ruben 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Rafa Sonnenfeld • , ----·~•~v 
Monday, October 18, 2021 4:24 PM 
PublicComment-AutoResponse 
Compliance Review@HCD 
Pasadena City Council - General Plan Update Proposal is an Jllegal downzoning 
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Good Afternoon Pasadena City Council, 

YIMBY Law is a 501 (c)3 non-profit corporation, whose mission is to increase the accessibility and 
affordability of housing in California. YIMBY Law sues municipalities when they fail to comply with 
state housing laws, including the Housing Accountability Act (HAA), and the Housing Crisis Act of 
2019. 

We are writing with regards to this evening1s City Council agenda item, #14, includes a 
recommendation from staff which is illegal under state law: 

"2. Continue updating the Specific Plans by adjusting densities presented in the Round 3 draft Specific Plans to 
account for a potential density bonus, while also taking into consideration potential new commercial development. 
In order to address potential concerns over the maximum densities identified in the General Plan range, this option 
would also include a concurrent General Plan Amendment to match Specific Plan densities. " 

In this case, "adjusting densities" is a euphemism for a density reduction or downzoning. Under 
California Government Code Section 66300(b), 

"an affected county or an affected city shall not enact a development policy, standard, or condition 
that would have any of the following effects: 

(A) Changing the general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or 
zoning of a parcel or parcels of property to a less intensive use or reducing the intensity of 
land use within an existing general plan land use designation, specific plan land use 
designation, or zoning district below what was allowed under the land use designation and zoning 
ordinances of the affected county or affected city, as applicable, as in effect on January 1, 2018, 
except as otherwise provided in clause (ii) of subparagraph (8). For purposes of this subparagraph, 
"less intensive use" includes, but is not limited to, reductions to height, density, or floor area ratio, 
new or increased open space or lot size requirements, or new or increased setback requirements, 
minimum frontage requirements, or maximum lot coverage limitations, or anything that would lessen 
the intensity of housing." 

Additionally, 2021's SB-8, which goes into effect on January 1st 2022, clarifies this language with the following 
amendments: 
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{A) Changing the general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or 
zoning of a parcel or parcels of property to a less intensive use or reducing the intensity of land 
use within an existing general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or 
zoning district in effect at the time of the proposed change, below what was allowed under the land use 
designation aoo or zoning ordinances of the affected county or affected city, as applicable, as in 
effect on January 1, 2018, except as otherwise provided in clause (ii) of subparagraph (-B+,- (B) or 
subdivision (i). 

It is clear that the city of Pasadena is intending to violate the spirit and letter of state law if you proceed 
to move forward with the suggested general plan "adjustments." 

Should the County fail to comply with the law, YIMBY Law will not hesitate to take legal action to 
ensure that the law is enforced. By way of this letter, we have also notified HCD of your city's proposed 
illegal downzoning. 

Thank you, 

Rafa Sonnenfeld 
Paralegal he/him 

(::] Y I M B Y ~ 
~LAW ~· 
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Martinez, Ruben 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jill Shook <Jill@makinghousinghappen.com> 
Monday, October 18, 2021 4:50 PM 
PublicComment-AutoResponse; Hampton, Tyron; Kennedy, John J. 
re: corresponance from Jill Shook for #s 13, 14 and 1 S 
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#13 
I'm so grateful that the city has put the ban on the sale of leaf blowers on the agenda. But I have to admit, I wish it was 
about banning leaf blowers, not just stopping their sale. Not only are they noise polluters, which can cause severe 
hearing loss and making it difficult for so many of us who now work out of our homes, but some studies say that the kind 
of two stroke engines the use emit nearly 300 times the amount of air pollutants as a pickup truck. That is astounding. 

Our gardener is not happy about the idea of using electric blowers, but I care about his health as well as ours. We must 
value life over profit. And we must do all we can do address climate change. 
When I was on the City Hall side walk last week, a leaf blower pushed dust and leaves into my path. When he realized 
it, he felt badly and apologized. It was surprising to see that the city hired someone with the kind of gas engine we hope to 
ban to sale of today. But then I thought about our gardeners gas blower and how we too are not yet banning it in our 
yard. If gas blowers were completed banned as they are in Beverly Hills, then it would be much easier for us require 
alternatives. We'd be glad to offer some extra money for the time it takes for our gardener to rake and we make sure he 
uses our more quite electric blower but he is reluctant as it slows him down. We need to stop and thing about our values, 
Is efficient and profit more important than saving our planet and being a good neighbor? 
Wed like all our neighbors to do likewise. Please direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance to amend Title 9 (Public 
Peace, Morals and Welfare) of the Pasadena Municipal Code to prohibit the use of gas-powered leaf blowing machines 
within Pasadena. 

#14 
I appreciate the staffs thorough report on the housing crisis. They describe Pasadena's efforts to address it as well as the 
state's new policies to help us make more affordable housing happen. According to the Terner's Centers, a projected 
2,000 folks in Pasadena could take advantage of SB 9. This would help us not only to address our growing housing Crisis 
but also reach our RHNA goals and create safety. 
I would welcome subdivided lots and duplexes in my neighborhood. Despite there being a number of ADUs on our block, 
we have no parking issues and in fact it feels very quiet with little to no foot traffic. With more folks walking in 
neighborhood, there are more eyes on the street and more safety. Neighbors like our friend Joyce walk our neighborhood 
every day and know what is happening. I feel so grateful for her and am excited about SB 9. 
I invite you to join us on Oct. 26th at 7pm to learn more about this policy and several other new state policies. See: 
https//making housinghappen. net/2021/10/12/mhch-housinq-j ustice-forum-october-2021 / 

#15: 
I love our democracy. It's amazing that this experiment has worked for as long as it has, but one of the reasons 
that it is that we all vote, all people, even those little means. One thing that is destroying our precious 
democracy is money in politics. Money cannot and should not be the measure for how we make decisions. I 
have to admit, it was shocking to me that putting no limit on contributions is even being considered. Please 
refuse this He that is destroying our nation. As a person of faith, I a seek to live my life by the Christian 
Scriptures. I love Matt 6:33-seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, in the Spanish Bible it says 
to uses the word "Justicia" --justice. Seek what matters to God, to do justice, to love and seek mercy, equity, 
inclusion of all people no matter their income. And the promise that follows this verse is this-that all these 
things will be added unto you. If you have the courage do what it right, that is what will get you elected. Please 
do not allow no limit on campaign donations. Thank you!! 

Jill Shook 
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Jill Shook. Missions Door, Catalyst_' __ _ 
Doctor of Ministry, Bakke Graduate School 
Blog: makinghousinghappen.net Websites: www.makinghousinghappen.org and makinghausinghappen.com 
Author/Editor: Maling Housing Happen: Faith Based AHordahle Housing Models 

, Phone: 
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