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blowers, effective October i, 2022. The City's policy is designed to be non-punitive to small business 
owners by holding the property owner or tenant, whichever person authorizes the use of a 
gas-powered leaf blower, responsible for violations of the ordinance. In 202i the California State 
legislature also passed AB i 346, which was signed into law by Governor Newsom on October 8th. AB 
1346 will ban the sale of new gas-powered leaf-blowers, lawnmowers, and other small off-road 
engines (SOREs) by 2024 or earlier if deemed feasible by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). 

The undersigned urge the Pasadena City Council to join communities across California in 
adopting a local policy that: 

1. phases out polluting gas yard equipment, 
2. requires the use of zero emission yard equipment, 
3. limits the use of leaf blowers to the hardscape and requires that leaves not be 

blown off the property, and 
4. supports local small businesses in taking this step. 

Thank you for your commitment to clean air, 

David Diaz, MPH 
Executive Director 
Active San Gabriel Valley 

Cheryl Auger 
President 
BAN SUP 

Paloma Avila 
Programs and Development Manager 
Arlington Garden in Pasadena 

Lois Brunet 
Program Director 
Pasadena Audubon 

Jonathan Levy 
Zero Waste Consultant 
Zero Waste Guy 

Martha Y. Zavala 
President 
League of Women Voters Pasadena Area 

Claire Robinson 
Executive Director 
Amigos de los Rios 

Christy Zamani 
Executive Director 
Day One 
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Gas Leaf Blowers are a major nuisance to residents everywhere. 

Noise, dust, pollution ... these are classic externalities. 
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I urge you to support the adoption of a local zero-emission yard 

equipment policy. 

Cleaner, quieter, battery-electric yard equipment: 

Pasadena has an opportunity to join other communities across the 

state in accelerating the adoption of cleaner, quieter, battery-electric 

yard equipment. On September 1, 2021 our neighbors in the City of 

South Pasadena adopted a local policy that phases out the use of gas 

leaf blowers, effective October 1, 2022. South Pasadena's policy is 

designed to be non-punitive to small business owners by holding the 

property owner or tenant, whichever person authorizes the use of a 

gas-powered leaf blower, responsible for violations of the ordinance. In 

2021 the California State legislature also passed AB 1346, which was 

signed into law by Governor Newsom on October 8th. AB 134 will ban 

the sale of new gas-powered leaf-blowers, lawnmowers, and other small 

off-road engines (SOREs) by 2024 or earlier if deemed feasible by the 

California Air Resources Board (GARB). 

Now is the time to 

• Phase out polluting gas yard equipment, 

• Limit the use of leaf blowers to the hardscape and require leaves 

not be blown off the property, and 

• Support local small businesses in taking this step. 

Jonathan Edewards • _ 
Pasadena, California • o ffice phone 

Linkedln • Website 
• c ell: · • California License # 0F63642 
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Dear Mayor Gordo and members of the Pasadena City Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the quality of the air we breathe, the sustainability of our 
community, and quality of life in Pasadena, I urge you to support the adoption of a local zero emission yard 
equipment policy as soon as possible. 

Pasadena needs to do more to combat the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and air pollution in our community. 

In 2021 leaf blowers and other small off-road engines (SOREs) will emit more pollution than all the light-duty 
passenger cars in California, according to the CA Air Resources Board (CARB). Engines in this category are 
primarily used for lawn, garden, and other outdoor power equipment, with an estimated 16.7 million in use 
across California, versus 13. 7 million light-duty passenger cars. CARB estimates that one hour of operation of a 
commercial leaf blower can emit as much ROG and NOx as driving 1,100 miles in a 2017 Toyota Camry. 

Leaf blowers are also destructive for the habitat of butterflies, beetles, bees, moths and other creatures that make 
their homes and lay their eggs in leaves. There is a knock-on effect on our wild bird populations who depend on 
healthy insect populations for their survival. Both bird and insect populations are in steep decline. The City 
should also mandate the use of leaf blowers to the hardscape only. 

Sadly, Pasadena uses combustion engines for their equipment as well and should be included in the scope 
of the ordinance. 

Fortunately local air quality districts such as SCAQMD already have programs in place to support commercial 
operators in making the transition, and the 2021-22 state budget includes $30 million in new funding to support 
such programs. 

Pasadena has an opportunity to join other communities across the state in accelerating the adoption of cleaner, 
quieter, battery-electric yard equipment. On September 1, 2021 our neighbors in the City of South Pasadena 
adopted a local policy that phases out the use of gas leaf blowers, effective October 1, 2022. South Pasadena's 
policy is designed to be non-punitive to small business owners by holding the property owner or tenant, 
whichever person authorizes the use of a gas-powered leaf blower, responsible for violations of the ordinance. 

Now is the time to: 

1) Phase out polluting gas yard equipment, 
2) Limit the use ofleaf blowers to the hardscape and require leaves not be blown off the property, and 
3) Support local small businesses in taking this step. 
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Thank you for your commitment to clean air and biodiversity. 

Cheryl Auger 
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> On Oct 4, 2021, at 8:07 AM, Katherine Gillespie <kwdgill@mac.com> wrote: 

> 
> Please include my correspondence at the October 4, 2021 City Council 

> Meeting Agenda Item 10: Consideration of Direction Related to 

> Gas-Powered Leaf Blowing Machines 

> 
> Dear Mayor Gordo and Pasadena City Council: 

> 

> My family strongly supports recommendation #1 on the agenda. Please direct the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance prohibiting the use of gas-powered leaf blowers. 

> 

> In addition, the current code (9.37.030) prohibits leaf-blowing machine use at any time on Sunday. We would like the 

City to please consider extending the no use at any time ban to also include Saturday. 
> 

> The noise of these machines pollutes our neighborhood daily and is so invasive we cannot sit on our patio. My 

husband has ear plugs to allow him in nap in the afternoon. We have bought our gardener an electric blower which is 
very effective. 

> 
> Thank you very much. 

> 
> Sincerely, 
> Katherine Gillespie 
> 
> 

> 

> 
> Sent from my iPad 
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Dear City Council and City Staff, 

I previously submitted a comment for City Council consideration at the l 0.18.2 l Council meeting, agenda item 
13. 

Yesterday, the LA Times ran an opinion piece by Robin Abcarian that slightly differs from a statement I made 
in my comment. It turns out I was mistaken in thinking the governor signed into law a bill "banning" gas leaf 
blowers starting 2024. According to Abcarian, the bill merely prohibits sale after 2024 (not their use or the 
importation from other states). If that is so, gas leaf blowers will continue to be used indefinitely and we in 
Pasadena will continue to endure well beyond 2024 the hardships and health effects described in 
Abcarian's excellent piece. 

The Abcarian op-ed is here: 

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/202 l- l 0-17 /ban-sale-gas-powered-leaf-blowers 

I am copying the chair of the EAC on this email and will also share with members of my former committee of 
the EAC, the ad hoc 2-stroke landscape equipment committee. 

Deborah Dentler, Attorney 
email: 
cell: 
office voicemail. 
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Dear Pasadena City Clerk and Councilmembers, 

I understand that Agenda item #10 on the Oct. 4 Council agenda pertaining to the topic of "Consideration of Direction 
Related to Gas-Powered Leaf Blowing Machines" was not discussed, and was continued to today's Oct. 18 Council 
agenda as Agenda item #13. 

However, I notice that the numerous pieces of correspondence received by the City for the Oct. 4 Council meeting 
pertaining to Agenda item #10 was not carried over and re-posted to today's Oct. 18 Council agenda. 

I assume this was an oversight, and that the correspondence received at the Oct. 4 Council agenda for Agenda item #10 
will also be posted to today's Oct. 18 Council agenda for Agenda item #13? 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Una Lee Jost, Resident of Pasadena 
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Dear Mayor Gordo and members of the Pasadena City Council, 

As a Pasadena resident who cares deeply about the quality of the air we breathe, the sustainability of our 
community, and quality of life in Pasadena, I urge you to support the adoption of a local zero emission yard 
equipment policy. 

Pasadena needs to do more to combat the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and air pollution in our community. 

In 2021 leaf blowers and other small off-road engines (SOREs) will emit more pollution than all the light-duty 
passenger cars in California, according to the CA Air Resources Board (CARB). Engines in this category are 
primarily used for lawn, garden, and other outdoor power equipment, with an estimated 16.7 million in use 
across California, versus 13. 7 million light-duty passenger cars. CARB estimates that one hour of operation of a 
commercial leaf blower can emit as much ROG and NOx as driving 1, I 00 miles in a 2017 Toyota Camry. 

Leaf blowers are also destructive for the habitat of butterflies, beetles, bees, moths and other creatures that make 
their homes and lay their eggs in leaves. There is a knock-on effect on our wild bird populations who depend on 
healthy insect populations for their survival. Both bird and insect populations are in steep decline. The City 
should also encourage residents to limit the use of leaf blowers to support local biodiversity, including limiting 
the use of blowers to the hardscape only. 

Over half of household lawn and garden equipment is already zero-emission, but commercial landscapers have 
historically had lower adoption rates of zero-emission equipment. Equipment used for commercial purposes 
requires additional batteries and chargers, increasing the upfront costs of cleaner, healthier, zero-emission 
equipment. Fortunately local air quality districts such as SCAQMD already have programs in place to support 
commercial operators in making the transition, and the 2021-22 state budget includes $30 million in new 
funding to support such programs. 

Pasadena has an opportunity to join other communities across the state in accelerating the adoption of cleaner, 
quieter, battery-electric yard equipment. On September 1, 2021 our neighbors in the City of South Pasadena 
adopted a local policy that phases out the use of gas leaf blowers, effective October 1, 2022. South Pasadena's 
policy is designed to be non-punitive to small business owners by holding the property owner or tenant, 
whichever person authorizes the use of a gas-powered leaf blower, responsible for violations of the ordinance. 

Now is the time to: 

1) Phase out polluting gas yard equipment, 
2) Limit the use ofleaf blowers to the hardscape and require leaves not be blown off the property, and 
3) Support local small businesses in taking this step. 
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Thank you for your commitment to clean air, 

Jazmine De La Torre 
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