ATTACHMENT D
CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA AGENDA REPORT/ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE
USE OF GAS-POWERED LEAF BLOWERS

Attachment D — City of South Pasadena Agenda Report/Ordinance City Council
to Prohibit the Use of Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers



City Council

Agenda Report ITEM NO. _19_

DATE: August 18, 2021
FROM: Arminé Chaparyan, City Manager f\f/

PREPARED BY: Shahid Abbas, Public Works Director
Ted Gerber, Deputy Public Works Director
Arpy Kasparian, Water Conservation & Sustainability Analyst

SUBJECT: First Reading and Introduction of an Ordinance, Amending Chapter
19A (Noise Regulation) and Chapter 1 (General Provisions) of the
South Pasadena Municipal Code te Prohibit the Use of Gas-Powered
Leaf Blowers

Recommendation
It is recommended that the City Council:

1. Read by title only for first reading, waiving further reading, and introduce an ordinance to
amend Chapter 19A and Chapter 1 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code (SPMC) to
prohibit the use of gas-powered leaf blowers within the City of South Pasadena.

2. Appropriate $25,000 in General Fund Undesignated Reserves to Public Works
Environmental Services Account Numbers 101-6010-6015-8010-000 (Postage $5,800),
101-6010-6015-8040-000 (Advertising $3,000), and 101-6010-6015-8050-000
(Printing/Duplicating $16,200) for a robust outreach program.

Executive Summary

On July 7, 2021, the City Council conducted a first reading and introduced a previous version of
this ordinance. Issues were raised by the Council and public, which are discussed in this report.
In addition, per the Council’s direction, staff has conducted comprehensive research and
analysis, summarized in this report. This includes a matrix of information gathered from other
cities’ ordinances and other implementation resources, the history of gas-powered leaf blower
regulation in South Pasadena, an outline of the planned outreach program, and a revised
ordinance developed from the review of all these components.

Commission Review and Recommendation

The staff presented the initial draft ordinance to the Natural Resources and Environmenta)
Commission (NREC) at its May 25, 2021 meeting. The NREC proposed an amendment to the
draft langnage emphasizing that property owners or tenants will be responsible for violations of
this ordinance, as opposed to gardeners and landscapers originally included in the draft. The
NREC also highlighted the importance of a comprehensive outreach program to encourage
compliance with the ordinance prior to the October 1, 2022 implementation date, and reduce the
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need for post-implementation enforcement. The Commission unanimously approved the
amendment and recommended that the City Council adopt the proposed ordinance.

Background

South Pasadena’s current municipal code places restrictions on the use of gas-powered leaf
blowers, requiring equipment operated in the City to be approved by the California Air
Resources Board (CARB). This restriction was imposed in 2010 in response to a growing
concern for the detrimental health effects of gas-powered leaf blowers. South Pasadena had
previously banned gas-powered leaf blowers in 1991, however, the ban was repealed in 2004 in
order to promote consistency with other lawn equipment, and also due to several difficulties
concerning the enforcement program. A detailed chronology of the gas-powered leaf blower
regulation in South Pasadena is included in Attachment 3.

In 2016, the City of South Pasadena worked with American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA) to
become a certified Green Zone City, where all grounds maintenance on municipal properties

- including all public parks and the golf course, are serviced exclusively with low-noise, zero-
emission, electric machinery. This conversion to electric equipment resulted in profound
environmental remediation benefits including the reduction of pellutants such as carbon dioxide,
particulate matter, hydrocarbons, etc. totaling 59 tons per year. In addition, electric equipment
was 40-70% quieter, which instantly improved the quality of life in South Pasadena.

After the ordinance’s consideration in the NREC, on July 7, 2021, the City Council introduced
an ordinance. The Council directed staff to address the following issues:

L. Clarify language in the ordinance to ensure that residential and multi-family tenants are
not held responsible for the authorization of gas-powered leaf blower use by the property
owner. (Amendment to 19A.12.4(a) & (b)) _

2. Clarify the allocation of responsibility with regard to a property owner or a
residential/commercial tenant. (Amendment to 19A.12.4(a) & (b))

3. Conduct further research on how other cities have implemented and enforced similar bans
and provide a matrix to summarize these issues. (Attachment 4)

4. Simplify the standard by which gas-powered leaf blowers are prohibited, considering the
complexity required for decibel measurement. (Amendment to 19A.12.4(b))

5. Remove criminalization from the enforcement structure and implement civil
enforcement, where violators are not cited for misdemeanors by the Police Department,
and instead violators who have authorized the usage of prohibited equipment are issued
citations with a simple and clear penalty structure. (Amendment to 1.7A)

6. Provide options regarding the party responsible for compliance, identifying the property
owner, or the gardener/landscaper, or both the property owner and the
gardener/landscaper to be subject to enforcement and penalties. (Amendment to
19A.12.4(b))
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7. Provide information regarding the implementation of enforcement by the City and how
the enforcement language can be simplified in the ordinance. (Staff report).

8. Re-evaluate the timeline of the effective date of the ordinance and implementation of
enforcement. (Amendment to 19A.12.4(a} & (b))

_The following table shows the specific changes implemented as a result of the issues listed

above:

Issue & SPMC
Code Section

July 7, 2021
Proposed Ordinance

August 18, 2021
Revised Proposed Ordinance

Enforcement as
Misdemeanor

1.7A

Allowed enforcement as
misdemeanor after first offense
under SPMC 1.7,

Did not include changes to SPMC
Chapter | (General Provisions)
tegarding misdemeanors and
anthority of the chief of police to
enforce violations,

Removes violations of 19A,12.3 Power
yard maintenance equipment and
19A.12.4 Leaf blowers - Regulation of
use as violations that can charges as
misdemeanors for second and subsequent
offenses.

Definition of
feaf blower

19A.12.1(a)

Clarifies the definition of a leaf
blower to include both those
powered by a gasoline engine or
an electric motor,

No changes from the July 7, 2021
proposed ordinance.

Gas-powered
leaf blowers
prohibited,
{effective Qct.
1, 2022)

19A.12.4(a)

Prohibits any property owner
(including the city) or tenant or
any employee, agent, or confractor
working for a property owner or
tenant to operate or authorize the
operation of a gas-powered leaf
blower at any time for any
purpose. This replaces the current
prohibition on gas-powered leaf
blowers that are not approved by
the California Air Resources
Board (CARB}.

No changes from the July 7, 2021
proposed ordinance.

Added clarification that CARB approved
gas-powered leaf blowers allowed until

the gas-powered ban takes effect on
October 1, 2022.
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Issue & SPMC
Code Section

July 7, 2021
Proposed Ordinance

August 18, 2021
Revised Proposed Ordinance

Responsibility

19A.12.4(a)

Property owner or tenant of the
property responsible for violations
of the ordinance,

Adds language that clarifies violations
are the responsibility of the property
owner or tenant which authorized the
use of a gas-powered leaf blower.

Noise
Standard

19A.12.4(b)
&
19A.12.4()

Prohibits any property owner
(including the city) or tenant or
any employee, agent, or contractor
working for a property owner or
tenant to operate or authorize the
operation of an electrically
powered leaf blower at any time
that does not comply with the
SPMC Section 19A.12 sound
standard, defined as 5 decibels
above an ambient noise level
measured at the property line.

Adds a new maximum sound standard

applied to any leaf blower of 65 decibels
measured from 50 feet away.

Removes the reference to 5 dB above-
ambieni-noise standard for electrically
powered leaf blowers as the specific
standard for leaf blowers.

Adds a statement that requires placement
of a CARB decal on gas-powered leaf
blowers until the gas-powered ban takes
effect on October 1, 2022,

Emergency
Exception

19A.12.4(c)

Exempts usage of any leaf
blowers utilized by emetgency
responders for the purpose of
responding o an emergency, or
necessary 1o restore, preserve,
protect or save lives or property
from imminent danger of loss or
harm, or clear large downed trees
for the safety of the public.

Removes the word “large” for downed
trees needing removal,

19 -4




First Reading of Ordinance Amending SPMC Ch.19A and Ch. | to Prohibit Gas-Powered Leaf

Blowers

August 18, 2021

Page 5 of 11

Issue & SPMC
Code Section

July 7, 2021
Proposed Ordinance

August 18, 2021
Revised Proposed Ordinance

Retains the Qctober 1, 2022 effective
date, but removes the “one-year” phrase.

Community | Specifies the outreach effort that | Adds additional components to the
Outreach will occur over the one-year grace | outreach effort including letters, door
period before the October 1, 2022 | hangers, and updates to the City
I9A.12.4(d) | effective date. webpage, and clarifies that all listed
outreach components may be included,
and are not limited to those listed,
Dust Control Prohibit's operation of a le_af
blower in a manner that directs . .
. Adds storm drain and public property to
dust and debris onto any e
19A.12.4(e) , . . the prohibition.

neighboring parcel or public

street,
Authorizes the city manager or his/her
designee to enforce the ordinance, and
designates the following enforcement
structuore:

Fine Designates a $50 fine per 1. First violation: written warning notice
violation and refers to Chapter 1 2. Second violation: a fine not exceeding
19A.12.5 enforcement (see first row in this | one hundred dollars ($100.00)

table).

3. Third violation: a fine not exceeding
two hundred dollars ($200.00)

4. Fourth violation and any subsequent
violation: a fine not exceeding five
hundred dollars {$500.00)

City staff are again introducing an ordinance banning gas-powered leaf blowers for Council’s
consideration. With the incorporation of updated language in the revised ordinance, the
numerous options for alternative electric equipment, the City’s existing and planned outreach
efforts, and available funding resources including the Air Quality Management District’s
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(AQMD) Lawn and Garden Equipment Program, the City hopes to transition from use of gas-
powered leaf blowers once and for all.

Discussion/Analysis

Comparable City Bans
Over 200 cities in the United States have enacted bans or restrictions on gas-powered leaf

blowers. Many of those cities, including West Hollywood, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Claremont,
and Santa Monica, have completely banned the use of gas-powered feaf blowers. Per the City
Council’s direction during the July 7, 2021 City Council meeting, City staff have prepared a
matrix (Attachment 4) summarizing research collected from other cities and their leaf blower
restriction implementation and enforcement. California Cities were selected to provide Council
a variety of ordihance and enforcement implementation methodologies to review. The research
incorporates seven cities, including several listed above, and provides information on the
compliance standard utilized, the party responsible for compliance, the enforcement program
implemented, and the implementation timeline.

Environmental and Health Risks

Emissions from gas-powered lawn equipment, such as leaf blowers, are a significant source of
air pollution in our community and can have severe impacts on the health of gardeners and
landscape workers. According to the CARB, (otal emissions in the state from small off-road
engines (SORE), such as those used to power gas-powered lawn mowers, trimmers, and Jeaf
blowers, exceed those from today’s passenger cars. Harmful toxic pollutants from lawn and
garden equipment include the greenhouse gases carbon dioxide and nitrous oxides, further
contributing to climate change. SORESs create high levels of formaldehyde, benzene, and fine
particulate matter which are known to cause health issucs such as dizziness, asthma attacks,
headaches, and heart and lung disease. Debris blown into streets and storm drains are a
contributor to water pollution.

In addition, the loud noise from these machines can cause hearing issues. These health risks
affect not only operators of SOREs, but can affect bystanders as well. This ordinance is founded
in the noise regulation chapter of the SPMC, however, the prohibition of gas-powered leaf
blowers is not based on compliance with a standard level of noise pollution. Any gas-powered
leaf blower device, regardless of noise impacts, is banned from use (with the exception of
emergency situations). At the July 7, 2021 City Council meeting, Council presented concern
with the current noise violation measurement requirements under the SPMC and the practicality
of enforcing this requirement given the complexity required for decibel measurement against an
ambient level. Several cities (Attachment 4) do not require measurement of the noise source to
issue enforcement. Another city utilizes an absolute sound standard instead of measurement
against an ambient level (Attachment 4, Page 1: “City of Pasadena”). City staff have revised the
Ordinance language to require that electrically powered leaf blowers must comply with an
absolute threshold of 65 dB, as well as the existing noise regulation of 5 dB above ambient noise
level, and the allowed permitted hours of operation. The absolute sound standard of 65 decibels
when measured from a distance of 50 feet from the equipment being used would be used in areas
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where background ambient sounds does not interfere with measurement for enforcement. Under
SPMC 19A.12 “Machinery, equipment, fans and air-conditioning”, noise from machinery that is
more than § decibels above ambient sound at the property line is prohibited. The existing
standard for all machinery under SPMC 19A.12 would be used where other noise interferes with
 isolation of the leaf blower equipment being identified as the source of the noise above 65
decibels. The new standard of 65 decibels when measured 50 feet from the leaf blower would be
used in all other situations.

City Goals
In recognition of the environmental and health risks of gas-powered lawn equipment, the City

has included their elimination in the Green Action Plan (GAP) adopted in November 2019 and
Climate Action Plan (CAP) adopted in December 2020,

* GAP Goal V, Move 2 (V.2, page 20):
“Evaluate the feasibility of banning gas-powered lawn equipment including leaf
blowers.”

e (AP short term (1-3 years) action (T.1.e, page 49):
"“Establish an ordinance that restricts use of gas-powered lawn equipment,
including leaf blowers, and provide information on the City website outlining
available incentives.”

Per the CAP, the Green Plan, and the City’s pursuit of continuously improving the quality of life
in South Pasadena, staff have drafted an update to Chapter [19A (Noise Regulation) and Chapter
1 {General Provisions) of the City Municipal Code prohibiting the use of gas-powered leaf
blowers in the City (Attachment 1).

Alternatives

Alternatives to gas-powered leaf blowers include electric equipment, manual removal of waste,
and no removal of waste. On average, electric equipment, do not emit emissions, are easier and
cost less to maintain, and are 40-70% quieter than their gas-powered counterparts.

State Ban (AB 1346) :

The California State legislature 1s currently debating AB 1346, which would ban the sale of new
gas-powered leaf-blowers, lawnmowers, and other SOREs. This ban would take effect by 2024,
or eatlier if deemed feasible by the CARB. Adopting an ordinance prohibiting the use of gas-
powered leafl blowers prepares the South Pasadena community for future restrictions on such
equipment.

Implernentation

The ordinance would become effective 30 days after second reading, though the City ban on gas-
powered equipment would commence Qctober 1, 2022, providing an approximately one-year
grace period before the effective date. In the July 7, 2021 City Council meeting, Council
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presented concern over the lengthiness of this implementation. As discussed by the NREC, a
comprehensive outreach program is expected to encourage compliance with the ordinance prior
to the October 1, 2022 implementation date, and therefore reduce the need for post-
implementation enforcement. During this grace period, staff will work with South Coast AQMD
and the AGZA to provide outreach, education, and resources for commercial property owners,
tenants, homeowners, and independent gardeners. An overview of the City’s planned
comprehensive outreach strategy is presented below in the Community Qutreach section of this
Teport.

The noise restriction, disposal requirements, and dust control measures are effective thirty days
after adoption.

The City has already begun working with AGZA to provide our residents with resources and
education on switching to electric lawn equipment. The first of several educational webinars was
held on June 23, 2021, and several in-person demonstrations will be scheduled throughout the
grace period. In addition, information regarding the South Coast AQMD Commercial Electric
Lawn & Garden Equipment Exchange Program will be promoted on the South Pasadena
Environmental Programs webpage at www.southpasadenaca.gov/environmentalprograms.

City staff will explore the feasibility of establishing a tool lending library that would allow
residents and commercial gardeners to rent out electric leaf blowers for a certain period of time,

Compliance Responsibility and Enforcement

In staff’s evaluation of other cities” leaf blower restrictions (Attachment 4), it was noted that a
varicty of methods were used to implement compliance responsibility on the offending party.
Some cities designate the equipment operator, authorizer/causer of use, property owner, tenant,
owner of the landscape/gardening service, or some combination thereof. As written, this
ordinance places compliance responsibility on those who authorize the use of leaf blowers on
their property, this includes property owners or tenants. In the July 7, 2021 City Council
meeting, Council requested this clarification with the desire to relieve residential tenants from
compliance responsibility. With the revised language, a residential tenant who did not authorize
the use of a gas-powered leaf blower would not be subject to enforcement,

In addition, it is City Council’s direction to not criminalize the use of gas-powered leaf blowers,
if proceeding with this ban. City staff have revised the ordinance language to clearly indicate
that a responsible person is not subject to a misdemeanor, and that enforcement is not conducted
by the Police Department, The City’s code enforcement officer shall have primary responsibility
for enforcement of this ordinance and the city manager is authorized to establish regulations and
administrative procedures or to take any and all other actions reasonable and necessary to obtain
compliance with this ordinance.

All violations of the South Pasadena Municipal Code may also be addressed through the
administrative citation process at the City’s discretion, (SPMC ch. 1.A.2).
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Violations
Violation issuance is recommended to be structured as follows:
1. First violation: written warning notice
2. Second violation: a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00)
3. Third violation: a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00)
4. PFourth violation and any subsequent violation: a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars
($500.00)

Community Qutreach

This matter was reviewed at a public NREC meeting on May 25, 2021, and staff also held a
strategic planning meeting with community stakeholders on July 8, 2021. Staff have partnered
with AGZA to host several virtual workshops for homeowners and in-person demonstrations for
gardeners and landscapers in both English and Spanish. The first virtual workshop was held on
June 23, 2021. Staff will continue outreach efforts for the duration of the grace period and
beyond.

Qutreach efforts will be conducted to reach the following:
1. Single family home property owners

2. Single family home tenants

3. Home owner associations (Condominiums)

4. Multi-unit apartment property owners

5. Commercial property owners

6. Business owners

7. Industrial properties

8. Non-profit organizations including places of worship

9. Commercial gardeners and landscaping companies

10. Independent gardeners/landscapers

The City will enlist the following community organizations/members for outreach efforts:
City Commissions |
City Library
Chamber of Commerce
South Pasadena Unified School District
Local Newspapers
Neighborhood Watch Groups
South Pasadena Beautiful
Transition South Pasadena
South Pasadena Community Gardens

. Boy Scouts of America

. Girl Scouts of America

. Kiwanis Club of South Pasadena

. Rotary Club of South Pasadena

. South Coast Air Quality Management District

. American Green Zone Alliance
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16. Other organizations as determined

Outreach efforts will include:
1. A webpage dedicated to the leaf blower ordinance with resources and FAQs
2. Information posted on City social media accounts including Facebook and the City blog
3. Distribution of information via City e-newsletter, City sustainability e-newsletter, and
Environmental Listserv
4. Distribution of information via utility bills including waste, water, and electricity
5. Published information in South Pasadena Newspapers
6. Display of printed flyers at City departments and facilities such as Library, Senior Center,
Community Services, Finance Department, City Manager’s Office, Police Department,
Public Works, and Council Chambers
7. Door-to-door distribution of door hangers with ordinance/resource information .
Direct mailing of notice of ordinance on City letterhead to business owners and property
management companies via business license list
9. Distribution of information via printed material and/or in person at local events including
the Farmer’s Market, commission meetings, City Council meetings, Chamber
Networking events, other City events, etc.
10. Installation of banners at City entrances
11. Webinars for home ownets and business owners
12. In-person field demonstrations in English and Spanish
13. Email address dedicated to reporting violations of the ordinance

™

Legal Review
The City Attorney has reviewed this item and has approved the ordinance as written.

Fiscal Impact

With the adoption of the ordinance there will be costs associated with educational outreach and
possible enforcement actions by staff, Qutreach costs may include printing flyers and mailing to
all residences and property owners (approximately $5,800 postage, $7,200 flyers), door hangers
for door-to-door outreach (approximately $8,000), banners (approximately $1,000), and
advertisement in newspapers (approximately $3,000). Estimated costs for these ontreach efforts
is $25,000. No funds have been allocated in the Public Works Department Fiscal Year 2021-
2022 budget for a comprehensive outreach effort to prohibit gas-powered leaf blowers. Staff
recommends funding the outreach effort by appropriating $25,000 from the General Fund
Undesignated Reserves to Public Works Environmental Services Account Numbers 101-6010-
6015-8010-000 (Postage $5,800), 101-6010-6015-8040-000 (Advertising $3,000), and 101-
6010-6015-8050-000 (Printing/Duplicating $16,200). Estimated costs for future staff
enforcement efforts are unknown at this time.

The ordinance restricting gas-powered leaf blowers would require gardeners/landscapers to
obtain new electric equipment, which will likely incur a cost. Staff will investigate funding
sources for incentives to ease the financial challenges of switching to new equipment. Currently,
the South Coast AQMD offers an Electric Lawn and Garden Equipment incentive that provides
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ﬁp to 75% off commercial electric lawn and garden equipment in exchange for gas-powered
lawn equipment including leaf blowers.

Public Notification of Agenda Item

The public was made aware that this itern was to be considered this evening by virtue of its
inclusion on the legally publicly noticed agenda, posting of the same agenda and reports on the
City’s website and/or notice in the South Pasadena Review and/or the Pasadena Star-News.,

Attachments:
1. Redlined Ordinance Amending Chapter 19A (Noise Regulation) and Chapter 1 (General
Provisions) of the South Pasadena Municipal Code
2. Full Changes QOrdinance Amending Chapter 19A (Noise Regulation) and Chapter |
(General Provisions) of the South Pasadena Municipal Code
3. History of the gas-powered leaf blower regulation in South Pasadena
4. Ordinance Implementation Research Matrix
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ATTACHMENT 1
Redlined Ordinance Amending Chapter 19A (Noise Regulation)

and Chapter 1 (General Provisions)
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA,

AMENDING SECTIONS 19A.12.1 (“POWER YARD MAINTENANCE

EQUIPMENT—DEFINITIONS™) AND 19A.12.4 (“LEAF BLOWERS —
REGULATION OF USE"™) AND 19A.12.5 (“POWER YARD MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT — VIOLATION AND PENALTY") OF CHAPTER 19A (“NOISE
- REGULATION") AND 1.7A (“SAME-INFRACTIONS™) OF CHAPTER 1

(“GENERAL PROVISIONS™)
OF THE SOUTH PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
RELATING TO LEAF BLOWERS

WHEREAS, the toxic pollutants from gas-powered leaf blowers are known to canse
health issues including dizziness, asthma attacks, headaches, and heart and lung disease for both
operators and bystanders; and

WHEREAS, the emissions from gas-powered leaf blowers, including the greenhouse
gases catbon dioxide and nitrous oxide, contribute to air pollution and climate change; and

WHEREAS, the powerful noise when operating gas-powered leaf blowers causes hearing
loss and diminishes the quality of life in the City; and

WHEREAS, the adopted South Pasadena Green Action Plan (2019) and Climate Action
Plan (2020) include action of banning the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 19A.12.1 (“Power Yard Maintenance Equipment - Definitions”) of Chapter
19A ("Noise Regulation") of the South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

19A.12.1 Power yard maintenance equipment~-Definitions.
For the purposes of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.5, the following words and phrases shall
have the following meanings:

(n)  “Leaf blower” means any-air-slewins-machine-whish usesa-concentrated stream-of sirto
blew%eaves—g;ass—aﬁmgs—&ash—%&he%debﬁs—&ﬂéma%eﬁaka machine, powered by a gasoline

gngine or electric motor, which uses a concentrated stream of air to blow, displace, or vacuum
leaves, erass clippings. dirt, and/or other debris or material.
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(p) *“Lot” means an area of real property within the city as defined in Chapter 36, zoning
ordinance of the city.

{c) “Power yard maintenance equipment” means any gasoline or electric powered engine-
driven device or machine used primarily for the maintenance of lawns, shrubs, trees or other
landscaping. Such devices include, but are not limited to, lawn mowers, leaf blowers, string
trimmers, edgers, hedge trimmers, and chain saws.

SECTION 2. Sections 19A.12.4 (“Leaf blowers —Regulation of use™) of Chapter 19A ("Noise
Regulation™) of the South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

T £
- oo =

19A.12.4 Leaf blowers —Regulation of use.

blowers™-shall-be tbitndn-the-aitea Octoba 0- Commencing October 1, 2022, it
is prohibited for any property owner (including the city) or tenant or any employee, agent, or
contractor working for a property owner or tenant to operate or authorize the operation of a gas-
powered leaf blower at any time for any purpose, The property owner or tenant, whichever

person is responsible for authorizing the use of a gas-powered leaf blower, shall be responsible

for violations of this ordinance. The use of gasoline-powered leaf blowers approved by
California Air Resources Board (CARB) shall be allowed until October 1, 2022,

)
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ifyingd ~The property owner of tenant,

whichever person is responsible for authorizing the use of gas-powered leaf blower, shall be

responsible for violations of this ordinance. Until October 1, 2022, all gasoline-powered leal

blowers) shall prominently display a citv issued decal/seal verifving its status as approved by the
California Air Resources Board (CARB).

(c)  Commencing QOctober 1, 2022 the following shall be exemipt from the provisions 19A.12.4
{2) and (b) of this chapter:

1. Leaf blowers {gas powered or electrically powered) utilized by emergency responders

for the purpose of responding to an emergency, Or NECESSAry (O restore, preserve,

protect or save lives or property from imminent danger of loss or harm,
2. Leaf blowers {gas powered or electrically powered) used to clear downed trees in

areas needing expedient clearance for the safety of the public,

(d) During the grace period following the enactment of revisions and up to the October 1, 2022

effective date, the City of South Pasadena will work with the South Coast Air Quality
Management District and community organizations to provide outreach, education, and resources
for commercial property owners. tenants, and homeowners, OQutreach including the following

will also extend to independent gardeners and large comimercial grounds maintenance companies
which may include, but not be limited to:

1. Webinars, field workshops. print and digital informational materials, direct outreach
including letters and door hangers, City webpage, public service announcements, and
a city phone number to call for ordinance details.

19 - 14



() As of October 1, 2022, no leaf blower shall be operated in a manner that directs dust and
debris onto anv neighboring parcel, storm drain. public property, or public street.

(efy Commencing October 1, 2010, no business license shall be issued to any gardener and/or
landscaper without proof of purchase of a leaf blower(s) allowed under subsection (a) and a
signed declaration that the company will not use prohibited leaf blowers in the city.

(dg) The full blower nozzle extension shall be used for maximum efficiency and to minimize
the spread of dust.

(eh)} After leaf blower use, debris and waste materials shall be disposed of in the appropriate
disposal receptacle or any trash-receptacles-orother equivalent container.

(f) Leaf blowers shall be in proper working orde.r and all manufacturers’ noise and dust control
equipment on the leaf blower shall remain on the blower and be in operating condition.

(i} Notwithstanding any other provision in this code, it is unlawful for any person to operate any
leaf blower in any manner so as to create a maximum noise level of 65 decibels when measured
from a distance of 50 feet from the equiprent being used.

SECTION 3. Sections 19A.12.5 (“Leaf blowers — Power yard maintenance equipment —
Violation and penalty) of Chapter 19A (“Noise Regulation™) of the South Pasadena Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

19A.12.5 Power yard maintenance equipment—Vielation and penalty.

No person, whether as principal, agent, employee or otherwise, shall violate, cause the violation
or otherwise fail to comply with the provisions of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.4. Any
violation of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.4 shall be punishable as-provided-in-Chapter-i;
Sections1.7-andL7A of this-Code—Any-fines-to-belevied for any-vielation-of Seetions-10 At
throush19A-14-shall-not-execeed-fifty- dollars-per-vielation- follows;

(a) For the first violation, the city manager or his/her desiznee, upon determination that a
violation of this chapter has occurred, shall issue a written warning notice to the person which
authorizes the use of gas-powered leaf blowers which will specify the violation and the
appropriate penalties in the event of future viplations.

(b) Therealter, the following schedule shall apply:

(1) A fine not exceeding $100.00 for the second violation;

(2) A fine not exceeding $200.00 for the third violation,
(3) A fine not exceeding $500.00 for the fourth and anv subsequent violation that
QCCUis. :

SECTION 4. Sections 1.7A (*Same-—Infractions”) of Chapter 1 (“General Provisions”) of the
South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:
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1.7A Same—Infractions.
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 36900 of the California Government Code, the first
violation by any person of any of the following provisions of the South Pasadena Municipal
Code shall be deemed “infractions” while any subsequent violations shall be deemed a
“misdemeanor’:
Chapters:

3 Advertising

5 Animals & Fowl
Sections:

16.4, Burning rubbish or debris

16.18, Trash can location

16.3, Trash to be in container

16.2, 16.5, Control of dumping trash

18.20, Operating without a city business license

19.20, Truck routes generally

19.21, Heavy truck on Pasadena Freeway
Articles:

III of Chapter 19 relating to parking

Any person authorized by the chief of police may enforce this section and issue citations for such
infractions.

The maximum fine to be imposed for an infraction pursuant to this section shall be one hundred
dollars or as provided by state law, or as otherwise specified in this Code,

SECTION 5. CEQA. The City Council hereby finds that the proposed Code amendment is
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §
15061(b}(3), which states the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. It is found with certainty that there
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is no possibility this regulatory amendment prohibiting gas-powered leaf blowers will have a
significant negative effect on the environment. Contrarily, the amendment will have a positive
effect on the environment by reducing pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions,

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final passage and within
fifteen (15) days after its passage, the City Clerk of the City of South Pasadena shall certify to
the passage and adoption of this ordinance and to its approval by the Mayor and City Council
and shall cause the same to be published in a newspaper in the manner required by law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of South Pasadena, State of
California, on , 2021 by the following vote:

AYES:

NQOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Diana Mahmud, Mayor

Attest:

Lucie Colombo, CMC, CPMC
City Clerk
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ATTACHMENT 2
Full Changes Ordinance Amending Chapter 19A (Noise Regulation)

and Chapter 1 (General Provisions)
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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA,
AMENDING SECTIONS 19A.12.1 (“POWER YARD MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT—DEFINITIONS”) AND 19A.12.4 (“LEAF BLOWERS —
REGULATION OF USE”) AND 19A.12.5 (“POWER YARD

MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT - VIOLATION AND PENALTY”) OF
CHAPTER 19A (“NOISE REGULATION") AND 1.7A (“SAME-~

INFRACTIONS”) OF CHAPTER 1 (“GENERAL PROVISIONS”)
OF THE SOUTH PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
RELATING TO LEAF BLOWERS

WHEREAS, the toxic pollutants from gas-powered leaf blowers are known o cause -

health issues including dizziness, asthma attacks, headaches, and heart and lung disease for
both operators and bystanders; and

WHEREAS, the emissions from gas-powered leaf blowers, including the greenhouse
gases carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide, contribute to air pollution and climate change; and

WHEREAS, the powerful noise when operating gas-powered leaf blowers causes
hearing loss and diminishes the guality of life in the City; and

WHEREAS, the adopted South Pasadena Green Action Plan (2019) and Climate
Action Plan (2020) include action of banning the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in the
City,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA,

CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE. DETERMINE AND ORDER _AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 19A.12.1 (“Power Yard Maintenance Equipment - Definitions”) of Chapter
19A ("Noise Regulation™) of the South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

19A.12.1 Power yard maintenance equipment—Definitions.
For the purposes of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.5, the following words and phrases shall
have the following meanings:

(a) “Leaf blower” means ﬁﬂfm-b%ew&ﬂgiﬂaehme—whﬁhﬂases—a—eeﬂeefﬁw%ed—sﬂeam—aiaﬁe
blow-leaves—grass-euttingstrash-or other debrisand-material-a machine, powered by a gasoline
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engine or electric motor, which uses a concentrated stream of air to blow, displace, or vacuum
leaves, grass clippings. dirt, and/or other debris or material.

(b) “Lot” means an area of real property within the city as defined in Chapter 36, zoning
ordinance of the city,

(¢) “Power vard maintenance equipment” means any gasoline or electric powered engine-

driven device or machine used primarily for the maintenance of lawns, shrubs, trees or other
landscaping. Such devices include, but are not limited to, lawn mowers, leaf blowers, string

trimmers, edgers, hedge trimmers, and chain saws,

SECTION 2. Sections 19A.124 (“Leaf blowers —Regulation of use™) of Chapter 19A ("Noise
Regulation") of the South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

19A.12, 4 Leaf blowers --Regulatmn of use.

blewe%s%sha&l—be—p&ehabﬁed—m&he%&ﬁe&@eﬁe‘%;%@&@- Commenecing October 1, 2022, it
is prohibited for any property owner (including the city) or tenant or any employee, agent, or

contractor working for a propetty owner or tenant to operate ot authorize the operation of a gas-

powered leaf blower at anv time for any purpose. The property owner or tenant-ef-the-preperty,
whichever person is responsible for authorizing the use of a gas-powered leaf hlower, shall
be responsible for violations of this ordinance. The use of gasoline-powered leaf blowers
approved by California Air Resources Board (CARB) shall be allowed until October 1,
2022,

ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ The Drovertv owner or tenant eﬂthwwﬂwgm_

responsible for authorizing the use of gas-powered leaf blower, shall be responsible for
violations of this ordinance. Until QOctober 1, 2022, all gasoline-powered leaf blowers) shall
prominently display a city issued decal/seal verifying its status as approved by the
California Air Resources Board (CARB).

{(c) _Commencing October 1. 2022, the following shall be exempt from the provisions 19A.12.4
{a) and (b) of this chapter:

1. Leaf blowers (gas powered or electrically powered) utilized by emergency responders
for the purpose of responding to an emergency. or necessary to restore, preserve,
protect or save lives or property from imminent danger of toss or harm,

2. Leaf blowers (gas powered or electrically powered) used to clear Earge;-downed
trees in areas needing expedient areas-eleared clearance for the safety of the public,

(d) During the-ene-year grace period following the enactment of revisions and up to the
Qctober 1. 2022 effective date, the City of South Pasadena will work with the South Coast Air
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Quality Management District and community organizations to provide outreach, education, and

resources for commercial property owners, tenants, and homeowners. Outreach including the

following will also extend to independent gardeners and large commercial grounds maintenance
companies which may include, but not be limited to:

1. Webinars, field workshops, print and digital informational materials, direct outreach
including letters and door hangers, City webpage, public service announcements,

and & city phone number to call for ordinance details.

(e} _As of October 1, 2022, no leaf blower shall be operated in a manner that directs dust and
debris onto any neighboring parcel, storm drain, public property, or public street.

(ef) Commencing October 1, 2010, no business license shall be issued to any gardener and/or
landscaper without proof of purchase of a leaf blower(s) allowed under subsection (a) and a
signed declaration that the company will not use prohibited leaf blowers in the city.

(dg) The full blower nozzle extension shall be used for maximum efficiency and to minimize
the spread of dust.

(eh) After leaf blower use, debris and waste materials shall be disposed of in the appropriate
disposal receptacle or any trash-receptaeles-erother equivalent container.

(fi) Leaf blowers shall be in proper working order and all manufacturers’ noise and dust control
equipment on the leaf blower shall remain on the blower and be in operating condition.

(i) Notwithstanding any other provision in this code, it is unlawful for any person to
operate any leaf blower in any manner so as to create a maximuam noise level of 65 decibels
when measured from a distance of 50 feet from the equipment being used,

SECTION 3. Sections 19A.12.5 (“Leaf blowers — Power yard maintenance equipment —
Yiolation and penalty) of Chapter 19A (“Noise Regulation”) of the South Pasadena
Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

19A.12,5 Power yard maintenance equipment—Violation and penalty.

No person, whether as principal, agent, employee or otherwise, shall violate, cause the violation
or otherwise fail to comply with the provisions of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.4. Any
violation of Sections 19A.12.1 through 19A.12.4 shall be punishable as-previded-in-Chapier1;

Seetiens 1-7-and-1.7A-of this Code—Anyfinesto-be Jevied for-anyviolation-of-Sections
JoA A eI sl b neasesad B dellarspeadelation Inllows:

(a} For the first violation, the city manager or his/her designee, upon determination that a
violation of this chapter has occurred, shall issue a written warning notice to the person
which authorizes the use of gas-powered leaf blowers which will specify the violation and
the appropriate penalties in the event of future violations.

(b) _Thereafter, the following schedule shall apply:

(1) A fine not exceeding $100.00 for the second violation;
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(2) A fine not exceeding $200.00 for the third violation;
(3) A fine not exceeding $500.00 for the fourth and any subsequent violation that

OCCUrs.

SECTION 4. Sections 1.7A (“Same—Infractions™) of Chapter 1 (“General Provisions™) of the
South Pasadena Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

1.7A Same—Infractions, _
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 36900 of the California Government Code, the first
violation by any person of any of the following provisions of the South Pasadena Municipal
Code shall be deemed “infractions” while any subsequent violations shall be deemned a
“misdemeanor™:
Chapters:

3 Advertising

5 Animals & Fowl
Sections:

16.4, Burning rubbish or debris

16.18, Trash can location

16.3, Trash to be in container

16.2, 16.5, Control of dumping trash

18.20, Operating without a city business license

19.20, Truck routes generally

19.21, Heavy truck on Pasadena Freeway

194123 Power-yard maintenance equipment
Articles:

IIT of Chapter 19 relating to parking

Any person authorized by the chief of police may enforce this section and issue citations for such
infractions.
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The maximum fine to be imposed for an infraction pursuant to this section shall be one hundred
dollars or as provided by state law, or as otherwise specified in this Code.

SECTION 34. CEQA. The City Council hereby finds that the proposed Code amendment is
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §
15061(b){(3), which states the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. It is found may bheseen-with
certainty that there is no possibility this regulatory amendment prohibiting gas-powered leaf
blowers will may-have a significant negative effect on the environment. Contrarily, the
amendment will have a positive effect on the environment by reducing pollutants and greenhouse
gas emissions.

SECTION 65. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final passage and within
fifteen (15) days after its passage, the City Clerk of the City of South Pasadena shall certify to
the passage and adoption of this ordinance and to its approval by the Mayor and City Council
and shall cause the same to be published in a newspaper in the manner required by law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of South Pasadena, State of
California, on , 2021 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Diana Mahmud, Mayor

Attest:

Lucie Colombo, CMC, CPMC
City Clerk
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ATTACHMENT 3

History of the gas—poWered leaf blower regulation in South Pasadena
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City of South Pasadena
Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ban — History of Regulation in South Pasadena

In 1970, the City added Chapter 13A Noise Abatement to the municipal code (Ordinance Na. 1582) in
order to control emission or creation of nolse beyond certain levels. The noise regulation code
established the decibel-based standard in place today. |n 1990, as part of a general effort to make
technical updates to the entire municipal code, a section was added to Chapter 19A (Ordinance No.
1983 §43) that subjected a person violating noise regulations to a misdemeanor offense. The 1990
update also added penalty language to the municipal code Chapter 1 General Provisions, dictating that
any violation is subject to a not-to-exceed fine of $1,000, or up to six months imprisonment, or both fine
and imprisonment (Qrdinance No. 1983 §1).

The original 1970 noise ordinance language remained largely unchanged until its revision in 1951, when
Ordinance No. 1996 prohibited gasoline internal combustion engine powered leaf blowers in the City.
The ban took effect on May 17, 1991, 30 days after its unanimous approval by the City Council. In
addition to the gas-powered leaf blower ban, the 1991 revision restricted the aperation of electric or
battery powered leaf blowers to weekdays from 8:00a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and on weekends/holidays from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Qther language was also added that imposed requirements to control noise,
dust, and debris for permitted leaf blower. Lastly, the 1991 revision implemented a not-to-exceed $50
fine per violation, prevailing over the general penalty of $1,000 listed in Chapter 1.7 of the municipal
code established in 1990. '

In 2004, the City repealed the section of the municipal code that prohibited gas-powered leaf-blowers,
authorizing them for use in the City again. The Council decided that leaf blowers should be treated
similarly to other types of power yard maintenance equipment, which had remained legal for use when
the leaf blowers were banned in 1991, To this effect, the 2004 revision refined the definition of “power
yard maintenance equipment” to clarify that it included both gasoline and electric powered landscaping
related equipment, and specifically named lawn mowers, leaf blowers, string trimmers, hedge trimmers,
and chain saws, but not limited to these devices. The revision also restructured the restriction on hours
of use to align these with the permitted schedule for construction activities: Monday through Saturday
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sundays/holidays from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The City's analysis of the issue in 2004 demonstrated multiple difficulties in enforcement of the ban,
which was the responsibility of the palice department. In the years leading up the appeal, City police
had conducted little enforcement of the ban, only responding to a public complaint when gas-powered
leaf blowers were being used - resulting in approximately 20 calls per month. Starting in March 2004,
and in response to a resident noise complaint and subsetuent Council discussion, City police increased
enforcement of the ban, issuing 57 warnings and 48 citations over the following three months, Fffective
police enforcement proved difficult as most landscapers used gas-powered leaf blowers, and very often,
the offending party using the blower was not present when police arrived. Furthermore, LA County
prosecution in gas-powered leaf blower enforcement cases were imposing only a $10 fine to violators,
well below the 550 maximum fine allowed by the municipal code. As a further determent to enforce the

07/28/2021 Page 10f2
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ordinance as implemented, it was noted that prosecutorial costs encumbered by the LA County District
Attarney’s office for municipal code violations were the financial responsibility of the City,

In November 2008, out of concern for the detrimental health effects of gas-powered leaf blowers, the
City revisited the noise ordinance and decided to restrict the use of gas-powered leaf blowers to only
those that were California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved {Ordinance No. 2192). City Council
directed staff to begin the outreach effort to notify all licensed landscaper contractors and every
property owner in the City of the new restriction beginning January 2009. The CARB-approved
restriction took effect on October 1, 2010, approximately two years after the City Council direction and
commencement of the outreach effort, and 11 months after the ordinance was approved by the City
Council in November 2009. The 2009 revision also required gardeners/landscapers to show proof of
purchase of an approved leaf-blower in order to obtain a City business license, and required CARB-
approved gas-powered leaf blowers to display a City-issued decal, demonstrating its approved use.

in April 2010, prior to the CARB-approved restriction taking effect in October 2010, the noise ordinance
was revised once more to restrict the use of power yard maintenance equipment, including leaf
blowers, to one hour later on Saturdays. The hours of usage, which are still in effect today are: Monday
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and Sundays/holidays
from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The 2010 revision also amended Chapter 1.7A of the municipal code to
include power yard maintenance equipment, effectively changing a first offense violation to an
infraction instead of a misdemeanor.
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City of South

Pasadena

Gas-Powered lLeaf Blower Ban - Ordinance implementation Research Matrix

Municipality

Compliance Standard

Compliance
Responsibility

Enforcement Frogram

Implementation
Timeline

City of Pasadena

« max 65 dB measured from 50 ft
distance

v ragidential area or within 500 ft of
residenttal are time restrictions;

& hot before M-F B am and after & pm
v not before Sat @ am and after 5 pm
s hot on Sunday

« 1 [eaf blower/parcel

* no blowing past proparty lina

» anly 15 min per hour on <1/2 acre
parcel

» oply 30 min per hour on >1/2 acre
parcel

» oparator required to flle an annual
certificate of compliance with heakth
department

» sticker must be affixed to leaf
blower

= gquipment operator
» any persan who
calises equipmens to
be operated

« enforcement conducted by Public Health
Department
v cornplaint-drlven enforcement - City provides online
form {"Citlzen Service Center®) and phone number to
recefve complaints
« person reparting provides locatlon, incldent date,
time of day, date, description/information, a_nd
image/flle
» general penalty provisions allow discretion over

enforcemant actions as a misdemeanor, Infraction, or fin 1987 and modified in

clvil administrative action
« misderneanar with flne <=$1000, or imprisonment
County Jail <=6 months, or both
= Infractions: ist violation <=5100, 2nd violation
<=$200, 3rd and more violations within 1 year <=5500
* in 2018, the City received 103 noisa complaints of
which 79 {77%) wers
leaf blower related

= Inltial restrictions adopted

2000

C 9,37, {)3{}‘} s/ fwww ey mpasgde a.netfwo-content/uploads/sites/30/Leal-Blowear-Qrdi nmce,gdr?v—mz?sag,vagas

MC 9 37,030; hitn:f/pasadeva-ca.claws usfcodesconr tite9 artly chd,37 secd 37,030

Pasadena Commizssion Reéport: htipsy/fwww.cityofpasadens.net/commissions/wa-contentfusloads/sites/31/2016-03-1 2-Enviommental-Advisary-

e o e A e T o e
PMC 1.24: Ittpsy/flibeary.municode com/ca/pasadena/codes/code_of ardinancestnodald=TITiGEPR CHL.24GEPE

Lonmrnission-Memo-Re-Lawn-and-Gardin-Egoipment-Polloy-Review, pdf

City of Santa
Monica

s motorized leaf blowers (all)
prohibited

= no real property
owner, tenant in
paossession, or persan
In control Yshali altow
the operation”

* requires
confirmation that
owner/tenant 1s aware
before taking
etifercement actlon
[supported by hearing
officer)

« owner of landscape/
gardening service

» administrative citatton {$500) to cperator and door
hanger left at property - transitory nature typically
reguires multiple vislis (up to 3 before closing case}

» municipal code: infraction <=5$250 fing,
misdemeanar <=$1000, ot imprisonment County Jal!
<=6 months

« operated by code enforcement since July 2013

» [n 2017, 85% of cases originated from complaints
{23% of 2l code enforcerment cases)

» AL present, City uses customer engagement softwara
fweb, app, email, & phong) to track
requests/complaints

» tode enforcernent office must ohserve victation

= rray be coupled with business license violation

+ 1591 adopted ban -
effective 30 days after
adoption

¢ 1595 added fines and
penatties - effective 30 days
after adoption

* 2010 changed
responsibility from
operatars to property
owners / landscape
‘company owners - effective
30 days after adoption

= 2013 program moved to
code enforcement

1SMIME, 4.08.270: htt

i/ iveww. gcode.us/codes/santamoniza/view.nhpitooic=4-4 08-4 08 270

SMMC 3.09.030: hitp:/Awww.geode.us/codes/santamonicalvew.ohprtonie=1-1 09-1 03 030

1991 Ordinance: https://oublicdocs. smgov.net/WebLink/DocVew.aspx?id=1315953

1995 Crdinance: htips://oubiicdocs sengov.net/WeblLink/DocView,aspx

Id=13316200

2014 Ordipance: https://publicdossmgov.net/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2 270525

SM Infa ltem & Cltation Reversal Hearmg hitps:/fwww, SOV, net/wWorkdrsa/DownloadAsset.asoy 53-5%68?09805

Sivi Website Info; https://www., smgov net/depart mentségsegca;egorles{lgndscage[leaf blower ban.aspx
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City of South Pasadena

# | Municipality

Compliance Standard

Compliance
Responstbility

Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ban - Ordinance Implementation Research Matrix
e o

2
—

Enforcement Program

implementation
Timeline

hlowets Is prohibited

# operation of gas-powered leaf

+ enforcement conducted by Environmental Health
Division - Community Nolse Program

* complaint-driven enforcement - City provides online
form, phone number, and emalt to receive tomplaints
+ issuance of Infraction or misdemeanor based on
discretion of enforctng officer or City Attarney

* Infracticns: 1st violation <=5100, 2nd violation
<=5200, 3rd and more violations within 1 year <=$500
+ at discretlon of City Aftorney the 4th violation in one

» 1980 adopted han -

hlowers s prohihited
4 |City of Beverly Hills owers )5 o

» operation of gas-powered leaf

* equipment operator

+ measurement of the noise source is » equipment operator fyear may be char.ged as misdemeanor with fine effecti.ua 30 days after
\ . <=$1000, or Imprisonmant County Jai <=6 months, or |adeption
net renuired to issue enforcement
3 | City of Berkelay both
« grants authority to multiple city employees by title to
Issue citatlons
» measurement of the ncise source Is net required to
Issue enforcement
« warning notice is not required when enforcing
» notice required to be posted in stores selling gas-
powered eaf blowars
BMC 13.40.070: httos://www.codepublishing.com/CAfSarkelay/IBey ielexjgﬁgm&%m«ﬂu 340073 hanl &2
BE, 120020 ins/ fwww. todepublishing com /CA/ ek i ; elaviil 20020 htmiL 204020
Berkeley's Records Onilne: t\t;p_,g {fwww.clivofberkeley.in _w[m«cordsonliggfgaﬁ!esgggﬁ eﬂing} sfibin

hittos:/ v, be[ketagg]deprgﬁQZigogf_qs,_L_g nlon-ets-ant-the-use-of-pagleal-blowers-bepkeley-ca

* enforcement conducted by Code Enforcement within
Carmmunity Development Department

« complaint-driven enforcement - code violations
reported by through tustomer engagement web
saftware ("Ask Bav") to track requasts/complaint

« person reporting pravides address, date, and time
the viclation was witnessed

* City code enforcement staff contact the property
awnar and gardener to ensure they understand the
code and Its importance to the community

» may be subject to summary abatement, restraining
arder, or caurt Injunction

» 20111 adopted ban -
effective 41 days after
adoption (31st day after
passage)

[BHIMC 5-1-209: higps://codelibragy 4

Loom/codesfbaveriyhiiscaslatest/b everlyhiis £a/0:0-0-5317

07/28/2021
Authored by South Pasadena City staff

1wgbsite B website infor hitos hitps/fwww beverlyhilis.ora/ebhilles/stor a,gegf’ 195[14656735@415 Z0987370/6303--GasteaiBlowerliver.ndl

Papge 2 of 4

References available at listed URLs

19 - 28



(ﬁty of South

Pasadena

Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ban - Ordinance Implementation Research Matrix

=

Municipality

Compliance Standard

Compliance
Responsibility

Enforcement Program

Implemuenta'cior;w1

Timeline

City of West
Hollywood

» gperation or allowing the operation
of gas-powered leaf blowers is
prahibited

* determined by
enforcement offlcer

» includes, but not
limited to, a proparty
owner, tenant, parson
with a legal interest in
real property or
person in possession
of real property, the
prasident or other
head of a corporation
or a person authorized
by & carporation to
recelve service of
process in a civil
action, a business
owner of manager of a
business

« enforcement conducted by Code Compliance
Division

« complaint-driven enforcement - code viclations
reported by through customer engagemsnt software
(web, app, emall, & phone) to track
requests/compiaint

« person reporting provides name, contact number,
the lacation, and a brief description of the concern

» code compliance officer recelves the message and
responds as soon as possible

+ violator subject to administratlve penalty
procedures: {add $50 admin fee) 1st offense = $100,
2nd offense = $200, third offense = 5500

* misdemeanor applies ta violations mora than once In
12-month period or ather faillures ta comply defined in
tode

« grants authority fo multiple city employees by title to
Issue cltations

» 1985 adopted ban
{shortly after City
Incorporaticn} - affective 35
days after adoption

{ Ordinance Log: 1ty

{WHMC 3.08: htio://acade us/codes/wastholivwood/vlew phoitoale=02.9 080 08 (508 frames=on
WHNMC 1,08 hite:/faeode.usicodes/westhollvanod/view J

W, WEND

WH fee schaduli: https:)/fwww,wehoore/home/showpublisheddocument/47573/637291850760730000

/shownublis

t=ied 0B&showAli=] g =0n

ddocument/44029/637 20051 9898670000

WH website info! httne:/fwewiy webo.org/home/showdocumantiid=14782

W website info; https:

rgfeity-poverment/city-denartmernds/oublic:works/eode-compliance/sode-enforcemant/nolse

City of Sonoma

= pperation or authorizing the
operation of gas-powered leaf
blowers is prohibited
» glectrically-powered leaf blowers
must:

- only be opetrated Mon-Sat from 9
am to 4 pm

- not operate on Sunday or city-
designated holidays

- not be used for blowing to
nelghboring parcel or public street

- be operated within noise limits: 70
dBA, as measured from 50 feet of the
noise source
» emergency usage is exempt

« property cwner
{Including tha city) or
tenant

* any employee, agent
or contractor working
for & property owner
or tenant

« enforcement conducted by Gode Enforcament

« complaint-driven enforcement - code violations
reported through email or phone

« first-time violator recelves written cease and desist
warning and copy of municipal code section

+ second violatlon enforcement subject to City's
administrative enforcement discretion and treated as
first viplation with $250 penalty

+ third and subsequent vlolations within one year
treated as second violation with $500 penalty

» municipal code requires all commergial and
landscaping companles to have company name and
phane number visible on vehicles performing work in
City

*» 2016 adopted ban
through hallot Measure V -
effactive 22 days after final
vating results tallied

SMC, 9,80: hittpsy//www.codepublishing com/Ca/Senoma/html/Sonomals/Sonomadge0, himi

Sonoma website Info; Ittns:/fwww.sonomasity.org/documentsfest-blower-suidelines-english/

07/28/2021

Authored by South Pasadena City staff

SMC 9.56: hitps://www codenublishing com/CA/Sapoms/himi/Sonoma0d/Sonomalyss himi.56.050
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# | Municipality

City of South Pasadena
Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ban - Ordinance Implementation Research Matrix
e SR TR e s ]
. Compliance Implementation
Compliance Standard P I Enforcement Program pt? .
Responsibility Timeline

7 |City of Sacramente

» no operation of gas-powered
blower on/within 200 ft of residentiat
property:

- beyond hours Mon-Sat Samto 6
pm & Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

- blowers purchased/acquired
between May 15, 1992, and
November 15, 1895, shall not exceed
seventy {70) dba

- blowers purchased/acnulred after
November 15, 1895, shall not exceed
sixty-five (65} dba

- hlowers in use o or bafore
ordinance effective date or
purchased/acquired before May 15,
1992, shall not exceed seventy (70)
dba after November 15, 1593
« ho person shall operate s portable
biower when the air quality index
{particulate matter 2.5 micromaters
ot less - PM2.5} is 101 and above

= pquipment operator

¢ commiplaint-driven enforcermnent - code violations
reported thraugh email ar phane .

* person reporting provides address/location where
the activity Is occurring as well as the name of
tantractor, landscaping, or gardening company if
appropriate

* ban only effective on high air quality index days -
approx. 34 days/year

¢ violator is guilty of an infraction and public nuisance
» violator liable for civil penalties of not iass than $250
or morg than $25,000 for each day the violation
continues

® 2020 adopted ban -
effective 30 days after
adoption

5CC 8,20 hitps:

SLC §.68: httgs:{[w_ﬁw,gceda.u5{codaszsacramentq/_ulew,ghg?tagt_g%s G88chowAll=i&framas=on
B e e L o St
ww.geode.us/iodes/sacramentofview.ohpttopio:d-8_70&showAll=1&frames=on

Sacramento webstte Infor bitps:/fwww.citvolsacramente.ora/-finadia/Corporate/Flles/COD/Coda-Compliance/Prorrams/ Portable.
Blowers/Portable-Blower-FAQS bdffa=en

Saramento Law & Legislation Commities Renort:

hitnsi//sacramnentoaranious. com/MelaViewer.phpPview Id=2i%event idu36248meta Id=577006

07/28/2021

Authored by South Pasadena City staff
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