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It is therefore my recommendation that the following additional conditions are provided to the 

hearing officer for their consideration: 

1.  The applicant provides permanent plantings maintained at approximately 13 feet 

tall to screen the new Accessory Structure #3 wall facing 815 S. San Rafael in the 10-

foot side yard setback. 

2. The applicant agrees to maintain existing trees using a qualified and licensed tree 

care service provider to prune with the goal of preserving the height, form and 

health to maintain privacy (Fern Pine #51-62, Ash trees 49 and 50, Trees 41-47). In 

other words, applicant agrees not to top or severely shorten the trees or otherwise 

deliberately cause damage to the roots, trunk or canopy of said trees except as 

consistent with the aforementioned pruning and the owner’s property rights. 

3. The applicant should confirm, via a licensed civil surveyor, the locations of trees 49 

and 50 which appear to be on the property line between the two lots, in order to 

resolve any issue of ownership, property right, and liability for impacts during the 

proposed construction. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Arborists are tree specialists who employ their education, knowledge, training and experience 

to examine trees, recommend actions to improve the health and structure of trees, and suggest 

measures to reduce the risk of having activities under trees. Clients may decide to accept or 

disregard the recommendations of the arborist or seek additional advice.  

Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to structural failure of a tree or 

anticipate extreme weather events that could contribute to failure. Trees are living organisms 

that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden inside trees and below 

ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that trees will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, 

or for a specific time period. Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be 

guaranteed.  

Treatment, pruning and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the 

Arborists services (assignment) such as property ownership, property boundaries, site lines, 

neighbor’s disputes and other issues. Arborists cannot take such considerations into account 

unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist should be 

then expected to reasonably rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the information 

provided.  

Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some 

degree of risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate all trees. 
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Certificate of Performance 

I, Rebecca Latta certify that: 

I have personally inspected the trees described in this report and have accurately stated 

my findings. The extent of the evaluation is stated in the attached report;  

I have no current or future interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject 

of the report and no bias with respect to the parties involved; 

 The analysis, opinions, evaluation, investigation and conclusions have been prepared 

using accepted arboricultural practices;  

 I performed the work myself and prepared the report and reviewed the report, except 

as specifically indicated in the report;  

 That my compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined 

conclusion that favors the cause of the client or any other party nor the results if the 

assignment, attainment of stipulated results or the occurrence of any subsequent 

events. 

 I further state that I am a member in good standing with American Society of Consulting 

Arborists and the International Society of Arboriculture. I have been involved in the 

practice of arboriculture and the care and study of trees for 30 years.   

 

 

 

Rebecca Latta 

CON SULTIN G  ARBORIST,  HORTICULTURALIST  

T: 626 272-8444 

E: rlattaconsulting@gmail.com 

WEB: www.rebeccalattaconsulting.com 

ISA Certified Arborist WE4264A 

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified  

Member, American Society of Consulting Arborists 

Member, California Native Plant Society 
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PHOTO APPENDIX 



Hibiscus hedge along drive in narrow planter



Fern pine hedge from yard behind ash trees 49 and 50



Fern pine hedge in background of shot – Ash trees 49 and 50 in foreground



OP 42 – Silver Dollar Eucalyptus in left corner – Screening trees 39-44 at 801 S San Rafael



Proximity of two dwellings



Car parked next to trunk of Tree #15 in front yard
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Roxanne Christ 
815 So San Rafael 
Pasadena, CA 
Jan. 4, 2021 
 
Re:  Construction at 801 So. San Rafael 

 
Dear Ms. Christ: 
 
You have requested a computation of the amount of construction triggered by the additions and 
alterations at 801 So San Rafael. 
 
Definition of renovation area:  You pointed us to the following definition, which we have 
used in our analysis:  City of Pasadena Municipal Code (Zoning Code) Sec 17.29.060.E as 
follows:  “Major Renovations. Major renovations to an existing dwelling shall require approval of 
a Hillside Development Permit. A major renovation is defined as: a. The alteration of more than 
50 percent of existing wall facades by exposing the framing. This does not include the removal 
and replacement of existing exterior finishes or general maintenance; or b. Any alteration of the 
roofline resulting in an increase in height above the highest point of the existing roof. “ 
 

Renovation area covered:   

•! Building Permit;  BLD 2019-01654 

•! Building Permit:  BLD SFR 2020 - 11314 
•! Certificate of Appropriateness (no drawings-  text reviewed);  Oct 20, 2020 

 

Conclusions: 

House Guest House TOTAL 

 Existing sf Renovated sf  Existing sf Renovated sf  
East 593.7 324.5 East 333.0 0  
North 981.0 231.0 North 250.6 246.5  
West 609.7 248.4 West 303.0 303.0  
South 1143.0 950.7 South 244.6 168.5  
 3327.4 1754.6  1131.2 718.0 2472.6/ 

 4458.6 
  52.7%   63% 55% 

 
Sources:  The analysis is based on available sources.  We do not have the developer floor plans 
etc available to us.  To our knowledge a comparable analysis isn’t available, or an interpretive 
manual to illustrate the computation of renovation area 

•! Photographs of exposed re-framing  

•! Floor Plans (Existing)- Real Estate Listing 
•! Planning Case Submittal- excerpts 

•! Los Angeles County Assessor:  copies of chronological record 
 
Respectfully submitted:  
OFFENHAUSER/MEKEEL ARCHITECTS 
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