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Novelo, Lilia

From: Jennifer Ho <thequickfall@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 07, 2021 11:45 AM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: 6/7 City Council Meeting - Correspondence

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is 

safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more.... 

------------------------  

 

**This correspondence is being submitted in regards to agenda item: ARROYO SECO CANYON PROJECT** -
-- 
 

 

Dear Honorable Mayor and City Council: 
 

 

Thank you for your service in your mission to deliver exemplary municipal services, and for the opportunity to 
provide comment about the Arroyo Seco Canyon Project. 

 

I reside by the precious gift of life and habitat that is Hahamongna Watershed Park. As someone who cares 
deeply about stewarding the precious resources around us, I am urging you to stop PWP's Arroyo Seco 
Canyon Project (ASCP) and review the alternative considerations below. 

 

Continuing to alter/manipulate the landscape to add more spreading basins is a short term, inadequate water 
management plan that may be in accordance with traditional way things were done, but have proven to be 
insufficient and not durable, as seen by the existing and damaged "diversion & intake structures" in the Arroyo 
Seco. Moreover, it does not satisfy the critical need to heal the planet as a means for long term climate-
resiliency. ASCP does not provide solutions that allow for rehydration of vast landscapes and the 
bringing back of local, important small water cycles.  
 

 

When it comes to preserving and regenerating our valuable water resource, I am concerned about the way 
things have "always been done," and I also think that there is a better way. A few considerations: 
 

 

1. Allow Indigenous and marginalized communities to lead with solutions. Rather than a top-down 
approach from the PWP, work directly with those affected and let them lead - they offer a wealth of 
knowledge. Those closest to problems are also closest to solutions. These leaders need to be given 
more than a seat at the table. They should be provided enough power and resources to devise and 
execute solutions for their communities. 

2. Consider education and resources about big vs. small water cycles to help communities 
better work towards infiltrating water and building healthy soil. Building healthy soils across 
rural and urban landscapes can be a big solution to helping rehydrate California’s aquifers. Each 1% 
increase in soil organic matter helps soil hold 20,000 gallons more water per acre and improves 
natural groundwater recharge (1, 2). I would encourage consideration of concepts like the one below. 

 

 

Current water paradigm: 
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In the current model, we see that the forests are cleared from the hillsides, which means topsoil is 
being washed away during rain events. We have cities with hard surfaces that are impermeable to 
water, with few plants and hot air going up, causing heat island effect. In these landscapes, clouds are 
unable to form, and we essentially have ineffective rainfall. On top of this, we have systems in place 
that channel water out to sea as fast as possible. Meanwhile, we pump from our quickly depleting 
aquifers without recharging them. 

 

New water paradigm: (move towards this) 

 
In the new model, we are regenerating the small (local) water cycles and regenerating landscapes. 
We’ve planted diverse native flora up in the mountain slopes, which intercept rain - some of it soaks in, 
which starts to replenish aquifers. In dense cities like Pasadena, we grow diverse plants on rooftops, 
switch to permeable road surfaces, create ecological gardens/landscapes throughout, and encourage 
holistic water catchment systems rather than shuttle water out as quickly as possible into the sea. 

 



3

With holistic changes in land management techniques like these, we can create an environment that 
allows for replenishment of small (local) water cycles and formation of abundant, cool 
landscapes. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response and continuing the conversation 
about considering alternatives to ASCP. 

 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer 
 

 

 

 

Sources: 
(1) https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/organic/?cid=NRCSEPRD1367235  
(2) https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/Agriculture_CCCA4-CNRA-2018-006_ADA.pdf  
















