
The Arroyo Seco Canyon Project

Pasadena 
Has a 

Serious 
Water Crisis



Protecting Our Two Greatest Environmental Treasures

The Arroyo Seco –
Hahamongna Is The Most 
Precious Habitat Zone in our 
Region

Raymond Basin – an Invaluable 
water resource



u Hahamongna –

• Current basins 
are almost always 
empty;

• Climate Change 
makes empty 
basins more 
probable

The nature of 
Hahamongna is 
being destroyed



Area 3 –
Spreading Basins

• Destroy rare habitat at the mouth of 
the Arroyo Seco Canyon

• Inefficient percolation method in an 
alluvial zone (compaction, evaporation)

• Streamzone is superior natural process
• Aggravates destruction of natural 

character of Hahamongna

But the EIR refused to consider the 
enviromentally-superior alternative – use 
natural hydrology



The ASCP plan 
does not 

accommodate fish

ASF Is Working to Restore Conditions for Steelhead 
Trout in the Upper Arroyo and the Los Angeles River



ASCP EIR denies 
there are fish in 
the Arroyo and 
only makes 
provision for 
them when 
“steelhead 
return from the 
Pacific Ocean.”



What Else Is Missing in the EIR -

1. ASCP fails to evaluate the potential impacts of climate 
change, relying on outdated historical patterns;

2. ASCP fails to analyze the stream hydrology in the 
Hahamongna basin and its ability to more effectively 
conserve water than sterile spreading basins;

3. ASCP fails to consider the negative impacts on the 
Raymond Groundwater Basin, although it will contribute to 
the devastating decline of groundwater levels beneath 
Pasadena.



Raymond Basin

A Steady, Devastating Decline That Cannot Be Ignored



Why The EIR Must Be Recirculated or Rejected

• Failure to Evaluate Public and Agency Comments

• Failure to Consider Environmentally Superior Alternatives

• Failure to Abide by CA law re: protecting fish and species of 
concern

• Failure to analyze hydrology of spreading basins and stream zone

• Failure to adequately evaluate impacts on downstream habitat

• Failure to consider potential negative impact on Raymond Basin

• Inadequate survey of fish and aquatic species



CEQA Requirements

• 15088.5. RECIRCULATION OF AN EIR PRIOR TO CERTIFICATION

• (a) A lead agency is required to recirculate an EIR when significant 
new information is added to the EIR  or (4) The draft EIR was so 
fundamentally and basically inadequate and conclusory in nature 
that meaningful public review and comment were precluded.

The EIR must be revised and recirculated  to respond to 
missing impacts and significant developments prior to 
certification.



PWP Should Be Restoring the Arroyo Seco –
Not Degrading It

• Water
• Fish
• Birds
• Wildlife
• Habitat
• Recreational Opportunity

Pasadena Should Be a Steward of all the 
Natural Resources in the Arroyo Seco



Pasadena Water Crisis Petition
We believe the Arroyo Seco Canyon Project and Pasadena's 25-year Water Plan, 

the Water System and Resources Plan, will have detrimental impacts on the habitat, 

wildlife and water resources in Hahamongna and the Arroyo Seco.

We urge the City of Pasadena to protect the natural character of our region's 

greatest environmental treasures by:

• using a living stream to capture storm flows and protect precious habitat; 

• ensuring an adequate environmental flow for fish and wildlife during the dry 

season; and 

• committing to a plan to stabilize and replenish the Raymond Groundwater 

Basin.

More than 
1124 local 
residents 

have signed 
the 

petition.



For complete information on 
ASCP and Pasadena’s Water 

Crisis go to:
www.arroyoseco.org/watercrisis.htm

Tim Brick
Managing Director

Arroyo Seco Foundation


