Arroyo Seco Canyon Project

City Council Appeal of CUP #6222
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Groundwater Impact Analysis Example
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Impacts on Groundwater Hydrology

Calculate how much “new water” is spread
Calculate the pumping credits earned

If new water > pumping credits, impact is beneficial
If new water < pumping credits, impact is adverse



What the DEIR said

The existing condition is represented by analyzing 1989 through
2019 stream flow data and assumes diversions of up to 25 cfs for
stream flows up to 25 cfs. Under the current conditions, no
diversions from the existing intake can occur when stream flows are
greater than 25 cfs; therefore, the City can divert an average of
2,045 acre-ft/yr. Under the proposed Project conditions (i.e.
diverting up to 25 cfs for storm flows <100 cfs), the City could divert
approximately 3,080 acre-ft/yr; therefore, the Project would add
approximately 1,035 acre-ft/yr of diverted flows into the spreading
basins. (p. 4.5-20)

“Of the total amount of water that is infiltrated into the
groundwater through the existing spreading basins, PWP has the
right to pump between 60 to 80% of that amount for beneficial use
in the City’s water supply.” (p. 1-1)
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16. CREDIT FOR SPREADING DIVERSIONS OF SURFACE WATERS

(A)  The Judgment allows Western Unit parties having surface diversion rights to

spread such water and recapture it. The parties are restricted from diverting
surface water and capturing more water than the maximum capacity of their
diversion works (surface and tunnel) as existed at any time within five years prior
to October 1. 1937. The maximum capacity of diversion facilities for each party
is:

I . P

Snover Camyon

Las Flores Water Company 050
Lincoln Avenne Water Company 6.50
Pazadens Cemetery Associztion 0.0z

Pazadena, City of

Arroyo Seco and Millard Canyon 25.00
Eaton Canyon 2.00
Rubio Canon Land f Water Associstion 220

mce May 1, 1973, partes have besn sllowed to spread and recapiure weater.

Vater spread nmst be meterad and sllowed 1o percolats underground in exizsdng

sbandoned. As a matter of cowrse, the Board records e location of all new wells
and the Deparmment of Water Resources assigns a State well number
(B) Wells scheduled to be abendoned shall be destroyed in accordsmce with
established reguladons
(e}
15. SATVAGE CREDIT FOR WATEF. SPREAD BY THE CITY OF SIERF.A MADRE

{A4)  The salvage credit iz determined by Watermaster under the agreement berween
Sierra Madre and Arcadia dated Jume 30, 1950. A somumsry of the “Salvage
Credit” remaming at the end of the fiscal year shall be pressnted in the Board's
ammaeal report
)

16. CREDIT FOE. SPREADIMNG DIVERSIONS OF SURFACE WATERS

{4) The Tudzment allows Western Unit parties having surface diversion rights o
spread such water and recapmure it The parfies are resmicied from diverting E
surface water and capmring more water than the masinmim capacity of their
diversion works (surface and tunnel) as existed at any time within five years prior
to October 1, 1937, The maximum capacity of diversion facilities for each party

o5 Angeles County Flood Conmol Dismct spreading grounds or in the natural
sream channels leading to such spreading grounds. The partes shall be required
o report each month all diversions for spreading on a8 form provided by the
Board. The measuring devices shall be installed and maintained by the partes at
their expense and shall be subject to the approval of the Board.

The Board, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Comnty Flood Control District,
shall determine and account for all water diverted for spreading. the amount
spread and svailable for recapture, and the amount so recapured Each party
shall have the right to pump from any well in the Monk Hill Subares (if spread
there) or in the Pasadena Subarea (if spread thers) an smount of water equal o
eighry percent (80%) of the amount spread.

Any additional amount allowed 1o be exracted by this provision shall be pumped
by the end of the next fiscal year. If such exmacton does not coour within this
peried, the right to take such an amount of water shall be lost

For accounting purposes, the first water taken during any fiscal year by any party
having spread surface water diversions during the prior fscal year shsll be
considered water thos spread. as long as it had not already been pumped during
the same year it was spread.

is:
Mammum Dincersion [13] Any additional costs incumed by the Board in making determinstions under this
Pamy I cuhbic feet per second provision shall be included in the Board’s anons] budeet and shall be considered
as Part “B” of that budget.
Kinneloa Imigadon Dismict
Ruoss M. Lockhart 120 17. WATER RIGHT I EASES AMD SATES
Charles Henston Hasongs 0.26
Mira Loma Mumal Water Company 0.81 (A) Al water right fransfers mmst be filed with the Board whe will acknowledze and
record all transfers of Decreed Fight between partes. These mansfers may be
La Canada Imization District 120 temparary (leass) or in perpetuity (deed).
8 Q
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Tony Zampiello (RBMB Executive Officer) Q'&
at the May 11 MSC meeting: b

“I think that we really need to go back and look - take
one more step and look at the current spreading credits
that are allowed and how that accounting is done and
really if that actually is making any impact on lowering
water levels or it is a true sustainable program.”

“...you're not necessarily going to have all this extra
water that’s spread to your benefit under the current
rules and regulations...”



CEQA Section 15088.5 says:

“A lead agency is required to recirculate an EIR when significant new
information is added to the EIR after public notice is given of the
availability of the draft EIR for public review under Section 15087 but
before certification.”

“’Significant new information’ requiring recirculation include, for example,
a disclosure showing that ... The draft EIR was so fundamentally and
basically inadequate and conclusory in nature that meaningful public
review and comment were precluded.”

“Recirculation is not required where the new information added to the
EIR merely clarifies or amplifies or makes insignificant modifications in
an adequate EIR.”

“If the revision is limited to a few chapters or portions of the EIR, the lead
agency need only recirculate the chapters or portions that have been
modified.”




The Raymond Basin is in overdraft and
any adverse impact is significant

Historic Pasadena Area Groundwater Levels
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Source: RMBM, Draft Opportunities to Enhance Groundwater Levels in Pasadena Subarea



