Martinez, Ruben

From: Jonathan Edewards <_ . >

Sent: Sunday, December 12, 2021 11:35 PM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Cc: cityclerk; Jomsky, Mark

Subject: RE: 15 Redistricing

Attachments: 2021-12-12 LA Times Article Pasadena Redistricting.pdf; 2021-12-12 Pasadena

Redistricing letter revision of Sept.pdf

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

RE: Pasadena City Council meeting of 12/13/2021,
Ttem 15. “An Ordinance Of The City Of Pasadena Amending Title 1, Chapter 1.20 (“Election Districts”) Of The
Pasadena Municipal Code”

Please enter the following into the record and distribute to council:

1. Complete text of the Article from The Los Angeles Times, “Pasadena’s City Council districts under
scrutiny. Experts say map may disenfranchise Latino voters, dilute voices” by Seema Mehta, dated Sunday Dec
12, 2021.

2. My attached letter.

Thank you!

Jonathan Edewards

Pasadend, Californic

12/13/2021
1 Item 15
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Jonathan
Edewards

Sunday, December 12, 2021

[a version of this letter was submitted to the Redistricting Task
Force on Sept 15th, 2021]

Mayor & City Council
City of Pasadena

Colorado Boulevard should no longer be the “dividing line” around
which Pasadena’s City Council districts are divided. This
arrangement explicitly splits the communities of interest that are
orientated around Colorado Boulevard, and puts Pasadena out of
compliance with state law.

To see this, consider, for example, the East Colorado or North Lake
Specific Plans. Clearly, those Specific Plan are draw with the
primary arterial street as the center, the line that the area is
orientated around. In those examples, the commercial uses that
surround both sides of those major streets is what defines the
area.
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Colorado Blvd does not divide the community like the 210
Freeway, which is impassable and crossed by bridges. It is not a
chasm or a river like the Arroyo Seco; it is the opposite.

To split and separate the North side of Colorado Blvd from the
South side of Colorado Blvd is “cracking” because Colorado Blvd
is exactly what unifies the areas that surround each section.

The same applies for Lake, Lincoln, and Fair Oaks.

Clearly, the residents & business owners in our Specific Plan Areas
have always constituted separate Communities of Interest.
Residents, workers, and property owners on both sides of East
Colorado, for example, have a greater interest (compared to
visitors) in sidewalks & streets, trash services, parking
management, signage, tree canopy, safety, the pedestrian
experience, etc on both sides of that stretch of Colorado Bivd.
Having a councilperson who represents more than just a “piece” of
the area and who is attuned to the area’s needs is better than
being split and neglected.
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Recently, moreover, our General Plans of the last few decades has
increasingly directed residential multifamily development into our
Specific Plan Areas, so the need to have cohesive representation
in Specific Plan Areas is of increasing importance to residents, not

just commercial interests.

The residents who live in and nearby our mixed-use Specific Plan
Areas have unigue needs & goals related to life in these walkable

urban village centers.
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With shops & restaurants, workplaces, and other commercial
destinations within walking distance, the urban resident has less
need to drive & park, and more need for safe sidewalks and
dependable transportation. Indeed, that is a primary goal of
planning efforts, to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled and to encourage
more sustainable modes of transportation. Residents in and
nearby our Specific Plan Areas, therefore, need councilpersons
who “get it” and who are attuned to those unique needs.
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The Colorado Blvd dividing line is harming our urban residents and
business owners in the Central District and East Pasadena by
splitting these communities and entrenching representation that is
focused elsewhere.

As a resident of Downtown Pasadena, in the Central District, |
enjoy living without the need for a car, being able to walk to the
Gold Line, Laemmle, Trader Joes, Macy’s, City Hall, Old Pasadena,
and the many other destinations that are split among 4 separate
council districts. Yet I'm frustrated by inaction, lack of prioritization,
and foot-dragging on the needs of Downtown Pasadena.

Colorado Blvd must no longer be the automatic, unexamined
boundary of council districts. The notion that all seven council
districts must get a “piece” of Colorado Blvd cannot serve as an
organizing principle because it splits Communities of Interest and
deprives residents and business owners of equal representation.
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The deliberations of the Redistricting Task Force and Council
reflect the overall endemic disease that has characterized
Pasadena politics for the last decade or more: a crippling fear of
“Change” or “Disruption,” complacency with the status quo, and a
lack of an ambitious positive vision for the future.

Sincerely yours,

Jonathan Edewards
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