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Amend the FY 2020 Operating Budget and authorize the 
appropriation of General Fund fund balance in the amount of $5.0 
million and transfer said funds to the General Liability Fund. 
(Budget Amendment No. 2020-19) 

City Manager Mermell and Matt Hawkesworth; Director of 
Finance, provided a PowerPoint presentation on the item, and 
jointly, responded to questions. 

Councilmember Madison requested a copy of the City's Budget in 
Brief memo for fiscal year 2020. 

Councilmember Gordo requested an update on the hiring of an 
additional Park Safety Specialist, as well as the top down review 
of the Police Department that staff was undertaking to determine 
if additional positions could be achieved with existing resources. 

Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Wilson , 
seconded by Vice Mayor Hampton, to approve the staff 
recommendation. (Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: 
Councilmember McAustin) 

PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED ZONING CODE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY'S CANNABIS REGULATIONS 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council: 
(1) Find that the actions proposed in the agenda report are 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), 
Common Sense Exemption; and 15301 (Existing Facilities); there 
are no features that distinguish this action from others in the 
exempt class, and there are no unique circumstances; and 
(2) Direct the City Attorney's Office to prepare an ordinance to 
amend the Zoning Code to adopt the proposed City cannabis 
regulations with the findings as contained in attachment A of the 
agenda report. 

The City Clerk reported that the public hearing notice was 
published in the Pasadena Star News on November 15, 2019; and 
that 1 letter in favor of the staff recommendation, 41 letters in 
opposition to the staff recommendation, and 1 letter providing 
comment was received by the City Clerk's Office, which were 
distributed to the City Council, posted online, and made part of the 
public hearing record. 

City Manager Mermell and David Reyes, Director of Planning, 
jointly presented a PowerPoint presentation on the item, and 
responded to questions. Michele Seal Bagneris, City Attorney/City 
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Prosecutor, responded to questions related to the language in 
Measure CC, pending litigation related to the City's cannabis 
ordinance, the City's cannabis permitting process, and pending 
public records request. Jennifer Paige, Deputy Director of 
Planning, responded to questions related to the proposed 
amendment to the Zoning Code regulations for cannabis retailers, 
and signage regulations. 

Councilmember Kennedy expressed serious reservations with 
staff's proposed revisions to the Zoning Code that would allow up 
to 3 cannabis operators in any one Council District. 

Councilmember Masuda stated his strong preference to maintain 
the current regulation of only one cannabis retail operator per 
Council District, as written in Measure CC. 

Councilmember Wilson stated his concern that the proposed 
changes would result in an overconcentration of cannabis 
operators, noting the importance of the distance requirements 
between such uses within the City. He also expressed concerns 
with the possibility of a resurgent number of illegal cannabis 
operators returning to the City. 

Councilmember Madison stated his opposition to a proposed 
cannabis retail store at the "gateway" to Old Pasadena; and spoke 
in support of City staff whose integrity was questioned by 
applicants and/or their representatives during this process. 

Councilmember Gordo expressed concerns with the City's retail 
cannabis permitting process; the proposed recommendations that 
are being recommended to resolve pending litigation; and 
unforeseen impacts that may develop by amending the City's 
Zoning Code to allow additional cannabis operators. He stated 
that the only reason to amend the City's Zoning Code related to 
retail cannabis should be to meet the will of the voters, in a 
responsible manner. He spoke on the ·importance of the 
separation requirements, which he believes contributed greatly to 
the adoption of Measure CC; and asked staff to confirm that 
language in ·the Zoning Code clearly states that no retailer shall 
be established or located within 600 feet, measured from the 
nearest parcel/property lines of the closest affected residential 
parcel. Mr. Gordo stated that if staff is going to amend the Zoning 
Code, then staff must ensure that residents are provided with a 
clear map that displays current and future cannabis retailers that 
may be permitted. 
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In response to Councilmember Gordo concern that staff is 
proposing the staff recommendation due to litigation, Michele Beal 
Bagneris, City Attorney/City Prosecutor, respond that staff 
recommendation is a byproduct of litigation, and that legislative 
action is distinct from the litigation. 

The following individuals spoke in opposition to the staff 
recommendation and/or provided comments on various aspects 
of the staff recommendation: 

Megan Foker, Livable Pasadena 
Armando Herman, residence not stated 
Valerie Leiva, Pasadena resident 
Tami McGovern, Pasadena resident 
Jane Laudeman, Pasadena resident 
Richard A. McDonald, Pasadena resident 
Wayne from Encino, residence not stated 
Kelley Fitzerald Holmes, Pasadena resident 
Rosemarie Goulden, Pasadena resident 
Jessica Gutierrez, Pasadena resident 
Erika Foy, representing Protect Pasadena Kids 
Mike Greenspan, residence not stated 
Jason Lyon·, Pasadena resident 

The following individuals spoke in favor of the staff 
recommendation and/or provided comments on various aspects 
of the staff recommendation: 

Timothy Dodd, Sweet Flower 
McGara Bautista, Sweet Flower 
Pattyl Kasparian, Pasadena resident 
Ashley Browder, with Margolin & Lawrence 
Chris Berman, The Atrium Group 

Councilmember Wilson spoke on the need for additional analysis, 
and stated his preference to wait until the approved retail cannabis 
operators begin operating in order to better evaluate the impacts 
of retail cannabis. He suggested that the City Council and staff 
could revisit this discussion in the future once the approved 
cannabis retail shops are operating. 

The Mayor echoed Councilmember. Wilson's suggestion to move 
forward without amendments, which would allow the City to 
demonstrate to the voters that the City is on the path to permitting 
legal cannabis operators; and stated his opposition to the staff 
recommendation. 
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Councilmember Gordo left the 
dais at 10:23 p.m. 

Motion: 

Councilmember Gordo echoed Mr. Wilsons's comments and 
stated that for the purpose of resolving litigation, if zoning code 
amendments are necessary, staff should provide an analysis and 
return to the City Council at a future meeting with proposed 
amendments. 

Councilmember Masuda voiced support for tabling the item, to be 
revisited at a future meeting. 

Councilmember Madison expressed concerns with the City 
cannabis regulations that only allow legal cannabis operators in 
three of the six Council Districts. 

Councilmember Kennedy spoke in favor of resolving existing 
litigation, but not at the expense of the number of operators that 
would be concentrated in Council District 3. He requested that 
when the discussion on the item returns to the City Council, staff 
provide options to judiciously resolve the litigation. 

Following discussion, it was moved by Vice Mayor Hampton, 
seconded by Councilmember Masuda, to close the public hearing. 
(Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: Councilmembers Gordo, 
McAustin) 

Vice Mayor Hampton spoke on the need to move forward with a 
Councilmember Gordo returned path to allow six cannabis retailers in the City, and to avoid the 
to the dais at 1 o:27 p.m. possibility of an increase of illegal cannabis retailers in the City. 

Motion: 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
REGULAR BUSINESS ITEMS 

REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
FROM COUNCIL 
COMMITTEES 
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Following further discussion, it was moved by Councilmember 
Wilson, seconded by Councilmember Masuda, to table the item. 
(Absent: Councilmember McAustin) 

Following further discussion, on order of the Mayor and 
consensus of the City Council, staff was asked to revisit the 
discussion on the City's cannabis regulations once three cannabis 
retailers are operational so that staff can evaluate the impacts on 
the City and the cannabis market. 

The following individuals spoke on multiple regular business 
items: 

Armando Herman, residence not stated 
Wayne from Encino, residence not stated 

APPROVAL OF THE KEY BUSINESS TERMS OF AN 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING LOAN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
SALVATION ARMY AND A BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR 
FUNDING IN AN AMOUNT NOT-TO-EXCEED $1,000,000 FOR 
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