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¢ Allowing housing in commercially zoned areas and adaptive reuse of commercial
buildings.

e Streamlining the approval process for all deed-restricted, affordable housing, and

permanent supportive housing.

Enacting a form-based code to focus on building form, not the number of units.

Removing regulatory barriers to promote “Missing Middle Housing”.

Dedicating vacant and underutilized public land for affordable housing.

Enacting a dedicated funding source for an affordable housing fund.

Unbundling parking cost from rent cost.

Increasing funding for the Housing Department.

Providing funds for back rents /reimburse economic losses due to COVID-19

pandemic.

Ending homelessness.

¢ Providing “bridge housing” or “tiny homes” and supportive services to the
unhoused.

¢ Expanding the supply of permanent supportive housing and interim/transitional
housing.

¢ Creating community land trusts.

¢ Establishing city purchase mechanisms and covenants to preserve naturally
occurring affordable housing and prevent the displacement of low-income
households.

* Enhance Code Enforcement efforts.
Mandating on-site affordable housing in the inclusionary housing ordinance.

» Ensuring new affordable housing is built throughout the community.

A number of these recommendations are consistent with the comments received by
both the Planning Commission and the Housing Task Force, and as discussed below,
are recommended for further study. However, several other recommendations are
public policy matters or initiatives that may be suitable for consideration, but do not
belong in the Housing Element as they have little or no connection to actually creating
new housing units.

NEXT STEPS:

Per state law, the City Council is required to adopt the updated 2021-2029 Housing
Element by October 15, 2021 with a 120-day “grace period” to adopt the housing
element, which ends February 15, 2022. Local jurisdictions are required to submit draft
Housing Elements to HCD for review, and must address any comments from the State
prior to final adoption of the Housing Element. Upon approval for submission of the draft
Housing Element by the City Council the revised draft Housing Element will be
submitted to HCD for their 60-day review period. Staff believes that the Draft 2021-2029
Housing Element meets requirements for substantial compliance with State Housing
Element law.
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While HCD is reviewing the draft Housing Element, staff will continue to engage the
Housing Task Force and Planning Commission to consider ways to strengthen specific
programs in the draft Housing Element.

Given that the Housing Task Force has membership with greater depth in policies
beyond traditional land use matters, it may be appropriate for it to focus on overall
questions of policies, programs and funding that incentivize building and preserving
affordable housing beyond the goal of meeting the RHNA.

The goal of the Housing Task Force and Planning Commission meetings will be to
enhance the draft housing policies and programs, and consider additional programs and
actions. Input received from this effort may be incorporated into the draft Housing
Element prior to adoption and/or pursued through subsequent housing policy efforts and
program actions that may occur beyond what is included in the Housing Element.

Following receipt of HCD’s comments, City staff will prepare a proposed final Housing
Element for recommendation by the Planning Commission and adoption by the City
Council in Fall/Winter 2021, including any recommended changes to the programs from
the Housing Task Force and the Planning Commission. Following adoption, the updated
2021-2029 Housing Element will be re-submitted to HCD for certification.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

This report is for information purposes on the Housing Element Update and will not result

in any fiscal impact at this time.
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