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ATTACHMENT A

DRAFT SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES




Draft Design Review Guidelines for Single Family Residences

1. Introduction

Pasadena’s single-family neighborhoods are both locally and nationally cherished for their design excellence, mix of
traditional and contemporary architectural styles and tranquil settings. Equally important, Pasadena’s neighborhoods
convey a consistent block-by-block and house-by-house sense of place and character that contributes to their livability.
Recent examples of new single-family houses and additions to existing houses have sometimes come into conflict with
established development patterns and architectural styles. Pasadena residents seek to ensure that new construction and
additions to existing houses are designed to be compatible with and respectful of the City's single-family neighborhoods.

In Pasadena single-family neighborhoods, a high-quality design for a new house or addition to an existing residence
begins with an understanding of and sensitivity to the existing neighborhood setting. This context-based sensitivity
additionally focuses on the immediate and abutting residential property conditions. For new construction, second
stories, additions, and substantial exterior remodels, key neighborhood residential design factors that need to be
preserved or mitigated include the conservation of existing rélationships of new construction to existing massing, bulk,
views to and from properties, front yard and side yard setbacks, scale and modulation along the same street, and the
character, materials, and colors of the surrounding neighborhood.

To address compatibility of new construction in Pasadena’s existing single-family neighborhoods and preserve the
character and value of residential settings, Neighborhood Compatibility Design Review Guidelines have been developed
as evaluative criteria for the City’s neighborhood compatibility review process. The Guidelines are intended to serve as a
useful tool for residents, applicants, staff and decision-makers to make the findings required to approve projects subject

to this process.

2. Single-Family Residential Neighborhood Compatibility Design Review Process

A. Applicability

The Neighborhood Compatibility Design Review Guidelines are applicable to all single family residences located outside
of Lower Hastings Ranch, Hillside Overlay Districts, and Landmark or Historic Districts. Certain projects, such as a new
single-family house or second-story addition, may require a public hearing with the Hearing Officer.

B. Review Authority

Hearing Officer Review required for:

e Construction of a new single-family residence
e A new second story added to an existing one-story residence
* Any second story addition to an existing two story house, if visible from a street

e Significant exterior alterations

3. Design Review Guidelines

A. Neighborhood Context

Buildings are what principally define a neighborhood’s character and form. As houses are constructed, modified, and
added on to over time, they contribute to the community feel of a neighborhood and give it a sense of place. Therefore,



it is essential for homeowners, designers, and architects to first consider how a proposed new house or addition will
relate to its physical, historical, cultural, and climactic environment and ensure that a new house or major addition is
compatible with its surroundings.

It is important to note that compatibility does not necessarily mean repeating the existing or historical design patterns
found in a neighborhood. Compatibility is understanding these existing patterns and interpreting them in ways that
acknowledge and contribute to the distinctive form of a neighborhood.

Guidelines:

1. Preserve Prevailing First- and Second-Story Front Yard Setbacks.
A project design should maintain and follow the existing and prevailing front yard setbacks at both the first and
second stories. In cases where adjoining dwellings have different setbacks, the project design should establish
transitions in the front building plane that average and blend the different front yard setbacks.

2. Maintain Single-Story Neighborhood Context. One-story houses and additions are preferred in many of
Pasadena’s neighborhoods, particularly in areas with a predominantly single-story character. In neighborhoods
with a majority of one-story houses, new two-story dwellings and new second-stories are discouraged.
Specifically, where a majority of adjoining dwéllings along a block face are one-story, one-story construction and
additions shall be prioritized and preferred before consideration of two-story designs.

B. Bulk, Massing, Proportion and Scale

New houses and additions should be designed to be compatible with neighboring houses in terms of bulk, massing,
proportion, and scale, as defined below. '

e Bulk: The visual perception of the shape and composition of a structure. A house’s perceived bulk is affected by
variations in height, setbacks, and stepped-back upper stories. -

® Massing: The arrangement of a house’s bulk, including relationships between open areas (such as patios and
atriums) and solid areas (the enclosed portions of the house).





























































































































































































