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September 7, 2017

California Institute of Technology 
C/O Teodorico L. Sierra, Assoc. DBIA 
Senior Project Manager - Design and Construction California Institute of Technology 
294 South Wilson Avenue  
Pasadena, California 91125

Re: Report of Findings for the existing bungalow court located at 294 South Wilson 
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91125 

Teo,

On May 5, 2017 the California Institute of Technology (CalTech) contracted Kelly Sutherlin 
McLeod Architecture, Inc. (KSMA) to prepare a Report of Findings for the existing bungalow 
court property currently located at 294 South Wilson Avenue, Pasadena, and on the CalTech 
campus. A preliminary draft copy of the Report of Findings, prepared by KSMA and dated July 
6th, 2017, was presented on July 7th, 2017 to Kevin Johnson - the City’s Design and Historic 
Preservation Senior planner - for review and comment.

Kelly Sutherlin McLeod Architecture, Inc. (KSMA) is pleased to submit this Report of Findings 
for your review and comment. It is understood that this report is not a Historic Structure Report 
but rather research supporting the historic significance of the bungalow court, identifying 
character defining features of the court and its buildings.

The KSMA Report of Findings will accompany the Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) 
application package to be submitted to the City of Pasadena for the proposed relocation of the 
bungalow court buildings from the existing site at South Wilson, to the property located at the 
corner of Pasqual Street and Catalina Avenue. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Sutherlin McLeod Architecture, Inc. 

Kelly Sutherlin McLeod, FAIA
President 
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This Report of Findings presents research conducted on the historic significance of the existing
bungalow court located at 294 South Wilson in the City of Pasadena, California. This bungalow
court is comprised of seven buildings and all are located on parcels 42 and 43 in Vickery’s 
Subdivision on the corner of East Del Mar Boulevard and South Wilson Avenue, and within the 
boundary of the California Institute of Technology (Cal Tech) campus.  All buildings continue to 
be used for residential purposes, as originally designed. Six of the bungalow court buildings are 
single story a very similar building footprint and floor plan; the seventh building is two story. The 
original five buildings are placed in a U-shape configuration running east west, around an open 
green courtyard approximately 30’-7” by 88’-8” in size, with two single story buildings mirroring 
both lengths of the court and the one two story building terminating the long axis of the 
courtyard. All buildings have two entrances, each with steps from grade to a landing, and 
covered porches at all front entrances. 

Contractor Whitescarver and Picton completed the five, 294 South Wilson Avenue buildings in 
1923. In the same year, builder S. Russell Johnson completed two additional buildings located 
along Del Mar Boulevard and backing up to the three buildings flanking the original bungalow 
courtyard. Three parking structures were present on the site as early as 1931; one of these 
structures was replaced with the existing open carport in 1957.  

This seven building bungalow court located at the 1114 South Wilson was identified in a Historic 
Resources Survey commissioned by Cal Tech and completed in 1987. After preparing this 
Report of Findings, KSMA concurs with the 1987 Survey’s determination that the bungalow 
court, including all seven buildings, has historic significance and is eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The non-original carport and two garage structures have 
been determined to not have historic significance.

Character Defining Features of Courtyard Bungalow

1. Open green courtyard framed by five buildings – two single story and one two story 
building terminating the primary axis. Building-to-courtyard relationship is well balanced 
for proportion and scale.

2. Double row of three buildings along Del Mar, and backing up to three buildings flanking 
north edge of courtyard, is a unique feature to a bungalow court.

3. All buildings have covered entry porches in close proximity to sidewalks and walk paths,
providing a residential pedestrian scale to the flanking streets and court..

Notes

1. The bungalow court is currently oriented in the east west direction.  This layout appears 
to have been a factor of lot configuration rather than climatic concerns.  The east west 
origination is not considered to be a Character Defining Feature.

2. An original garage building was demolished and replaced with the existing carport 
constructed in 1957; this carport and two existing garage structures are not considered 
to be Character Defining Features of Bungalow Court.
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