ATTACHMENT B

CITY OF PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
2020 State Legislative Platform

Part I - Guiding Principles

1) Preserve Local Funding
The City supports the protection of existing state and local funding sources and the
authorities that provide revenues to the City of Pasadena. Such areas include the
protection of state-shared revenues, assets of the former redevelopment agency,
development impact fees, and the ability to collect compensation for the use of the
public right-of-way or city-owned facilities. The City opposes any new mandates
that are unfunded and/or inadequately funded.

2) Preserve Local Authority

The City supports local decision-making authority and opposes preemption of local
control. Cities are voluntarily created by the residents of a community to provide
local self-government and to make decisions at a local level to best meet the needs
of the community. Each community has unique needs and characteristics that are
best met by policies set by its local governing body. Recently, several pieces of
high-profile legislation have been introduced which serve the purpose of
superseding local discretion and land use controls generally established to maintain
the immediate community’s quality of life standards. Statewide efforts to remove
the ability to set policy at the local level should be opposed, while promoting
legislation that allows flexibility in the City’s effort to cost-effectively meet energy
goals and mandates.

Part 11 - Legislative Priorities

Abatement of Nuisance Liquor Stores

Several nuisance liquor stores in the City have been cited for illegal activities including
selling alcohol and tobacco products to minors. With the passage of SB 148 (Scott) a
process exists to commence the elimination of nuisance liquor stores and the associated
impacts from the affected communities. The City continues to request our legislators
initiate legislation that would provide local government with more control over the
abatement of nuisance liquor stores.

Density Bonus Law

The City supports changes to the current State Density Bonus law that will restore local
control. These changes should allow cities to maximize their ability to protect local quality
of life and retain the unique character of their communities. The City supports special
consideration in meeting the State Density Bonus law for cities like Pasadena that have
consistently invested in affordable housing projects/programs. Cities that have achieved
appropriate housing goals, demonstrated commitments to affordable housing, complied



with zoning requirements, incentivized transit-oriented development, etc. should not be
penalized by the imposition of State law, which diminishes local authority. The City
supports compliant cities being granted relief and/or flexibility in response to the State
Density Bonus law with greater regulatory attention focused on non-compliant
jurisdictions to address their affordable housing needs. The City supports efforts that help
municipalities maintain local control for reasonable development standards of accessory
dwelling units. The City also supports measures that give municipalities more opportunities
to provide input in the development of the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA).

Communication and Technology

In 2006, California enacted legislation that shifted franchising of video service providers
from the local to the state level. While the legislation largely preserved local governments’
ability to regulate placement of telecommunications infrastructure in the public rights-of-
way, cities lost control in several other areas of telecommunications regulation. In addition,
states other than California have adopted legislation that prohibits cities from providing
telecommunications services. The City opposes any legislation that would further diminish
the City’s ability to make future decisions to offer telecommunication services directly.

The City opposes legislative and regulatory efforts to curb the ability of local governments
to charge telecommunication providers fair and reasonable compensation for the use and
maintenance of public rights-of-way and attaching equipment to City owned property. The
City opposes any intrusion into local permitting and zoning laws with respect to siting of
telecommunications and wireless facilities.

The City supports legislation clarifying regulation of video service providers to preserve:
Public Educational & Government (PEG) funding and channels; cities’ rights to collect
and audit franchise fee payments; local regulation of placement of telecommunications and
wireless infrastructure in the public rights-of-way; and local government input in the state
franchising process.

Workers Compensation

Recent improvements to the workers’ compensation system were the result of many
individual efforts seeking to resolve specific issues. The system needs additional work to
continue to move toward fair and equitable programs.

The City supports legislation that would control medical and legal costs. The City opposes
legislation that would repeal the recent workers compensation reforms, or that would
exempt public safety employees from those reforms.

Employee Compensation and Terms of Employment

The City supports local control over employment decisions not already preempted by State
law. Each year the legislature introduces numerous bills, which have the effect of eroding
local control over employment, including such things as compensation and benefits,
collective bargaining agreements, and employee rights and privileges. Inasmuch as each
city is unique, it is important to maintain local control over the discretionary nuances of
employment that are not already regulated by State or federal law or regulation. The City
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families, including the implementatidn of an effective citywide inclusionary housing
ordinance.

The City supports legislation that would provide additional resources for the development

of affordable housing programs and/or expand code enforcement programs to protect
existing housing stock. The City supports legislation that would require municipalities to
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