
























Council Minutes 

commercial cannabis regulations, Planning Commission's 
decision, location requirements, General Plan consistency, and 
the staff recommendation; and responded to questions. David 
Reyes, Director of Planning and Community Development, 
responded to questions related to Harvest of Pasadena, LLC 
application, and the next steps related to the cannabis business 
applications. City Manager Mermell provided information on the 
City's challenges related to distance requirements for proposed 
cannabis retailer sites. 

Tim Dodd, CEO of Sweetflower Pasadena, LLC (Appellant), 
presented a PowerPoint presentation as to why the appellant 
believes the applicant's Condition·a1 Use Permit (CUP) application 
fails the City's compliance standards, spoke in opposition to the 
staff recommendation; and responded to questions. 

Chris Berman, COO of The Atrium Group, LLC (Appellant), 
summarized their report on their concerns related to the City 
advancing the applicant's screening and CUP applications; and 
responded to questions. 

Ben Kimbro, Director of Public Affairs of Harvest, Inc. 
(representing the applicant), presented a PowerPoint presentation 
on information related to their organization, the quality of their 
permit and CUP applications; and responded to questions. 

The following individuals provided comment on the item and/or 
issues related to cannabis retailers in the City: 

Jane Laudeman, Pasadena resident 
Valerie Leiva, Pasadena resident 
Tom McGovern, Pasadena resident 
James Cherry, San Marino resident 
Tami McGovern, Pasadena resident 
Erika Foy, Pasadena resident 
Kevin Hurley, Pasadena resident 
Richard Kim, Pasadena resident 

Councilmember Masuda stated that he believes the proposed 
cannabis retailer site (169 West Colorado Boulevard) is an 
appropriate location. 

Mayor Tomek spoke on the proposed cannabis retailer site (169 
West Colorado Boulevard), which he believes the site to be an 
outlier location as opposed to a gateway site; and spoke in favor 
of supporting the Planning Commission's decision approving 
Harvest of Pasadena, LLC's CUP. 
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Councilmember Gordo expressed concerns based on what he 
believes are fundamental issues of fairness with the application 
process, and ultimately deficient. He spoke on the need to 
address the procedural process concerns to determine if the 
application submitted by Harvest of Pasadena was properly 
submitted. He stated that he believes the information provided on 
the application and by staff caused individuals to detrimentally rely 
on staff's interpretation resulting in problems. Councilmember 
Gordo spoke on the proposed cannabis retailer site (169 West 
Colorado Boulevard), which he views as a primary downtown 
gateway to the City. 

Vice Mayor Hampton expressed concerns with proposed 
cannabis retailer site (169 West Colorado Boulevard) adjacent to 
an identified sensitive use site of a library; and the fairness of the 
CUP process. He also echoed concerns related to the proposed 
cannabis retailer site (169 West Colorado Boulevard), which he 
believes is a gateway to the City; and spoke in opposition to the 
staff recommendation. 

Councilmember McAustin stated that she does not believe the 
proposed cannabis retailer site (169 West Colorado Boulevard) 
meets the criteria of a "gateway" into the City; and the findings for 
the land-use CUP can be made, which meets the location criteria . 
She spoke in favor of the staff recommendation. 

Councilmember Wilson spoke on the City residents voting to allow 
cannabis retailer shops on the City; and echoed concerns related 
to the fairness of the process, including the complete versus 
compliant process of the application. 

Councilmember Kennedy spoke on the need for staff to clarify to 
the City Council the value of a business license. He stated he does 
not believe that the proposed cannabis retailer site (169 West 
Colorado Boulevard), will negatively impact Old Pasadena. 

It was moved by Vice Mayor Hampton, seconded Councilmember 
McAustin, to close the public hearing. (Motion unanimously 
carried) (Absent: Councilmember Madison) 

Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Kennedy, 
seconded by Councilmember McAustin, to approve staff 
recommendation number 1: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Kennedy, Masuda, McAustin, 
Wilson, Mayor Tomek 
Councilmember Gordo, Vice Mayor Hampton 
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ABSENT: Councilmember Madison 
ABSTAIN: None 

Following further discussion, it was moved by Councilmember 
Kennedy, seconded by Councilmember McAustin, to approve 
staff recommendation number 2: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Kennedy, Masuda, McAustin, 
Wilson, Mayor Tomek 
Councilmember Gordo, Vice Mayor Hampton 
Councilmember Madison 
None 

PUBLIC HEARING: APPEAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION'S 
DECISION ON CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: CANNABIS 
RETAILER APPLICATION NO. 6759 FOR A PROPOSED 
CANNABIS RETAILER AT 908 EAST COLORADO 
BOULEVARD BY INTEGRAL ASSOCIATES DENA, LLC 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council 
continue the public hearing to January 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

It was moved by Councilmember Gordo, seconded by Vice Mayor 
Hampton, to continue the public hearing to January 27, 2020, at 
7:00 p.m. (Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: Councilmember 
Madison) 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON The following individuals provided comments on regular business 
REGULAR BUSINESS ITEMS items: 

Herman, residence not stated 
Korey Schmidt, residence not stated 
Wayne from Encino, residence not stated 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TRANSFER OF THE FRANK AND ANNA DECKER HOUSE 
OFFICERS AND LANDMARK DESIGNATION FROM 750 NORTH FAIR OAKS 
DEPARTMENTS AVENUE TO 1655 NORTH FAIR OAKS AVENUE 
Continued 
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council : 
(1) Find that the transfer of a designation of a historic resource 
is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA Guidelines Section 15308: Class 8 - Actions by 
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment) ; 
(2) Find that after review and permitting by the Planning & 
Community Development Department, the Frank & Anna Decker 
House was physically moved from the property at 750 North Fair 
Oaks Avenue to the property at 1655 North Fair Oaks Avenue; 
(3) Adopt a resolution approving a transfer of a Declaration of 
Landmark Designation from 750 North Fair Oaks Avenue to 1655 
North Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, California; 
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(4) Authorize the Mayor to execute the Declaration of Landmark 
Designation Transfer for 750 North Fair Oak Avenue and 1655 
North Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, California; and 
(5) Direct the City Clerk to record the declqration with the Los 
Angeles County Recorder. (Resolution No. 9761) 
Action of the Design Commission: At its regular meeting of 
February 24, 2015, the Design Commission, acting under the 
provisions of Section 17.61.030, and following advisory review by 
the Historic Preservation Commission on February 17, 2015, 
approved an application for Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
relocation of a City-owned historic resource, the Frank & Anna 
Decker House from the property at 750 North Fair Oaks Avenue 
to a temporary location at 19 East Orange Grove Boulevard. 
Action of the Historic Preservation Commission: At its regular 
meeting of December 6, 2015, the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC), acting under the provisions of Chapter 17.62 
of the Pasadena Municipal Code, approved an application for 
Certificate of Appropriateness for relocation of the Frank and Anna 
Decker House from the property at 19 East Orange Grove 
Boulevard to the property at 1661 North Fair Oaks Avenue. 
Subsequently, due to expiration of this approval, and following a 
change of the property's address, the HPC, at its 
regular meeting of May 7, 2019, approved a second application 
for Certificate of Appropriateness for relocation of the Frank and 
Anna Decker House from the property at 19 East Orange Grove 
Boulevard to the property at 1655 N. Fair Oaks Avenue. 

It was moved by Vice Mayor Hampton, seconded by 
Councilmember Kennedy, to approve the staff recommendation. 
(Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: Councilmember Madison) 

Adopt "AN EXTENSION OF THE INTERIM URGENCY 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA TEMPORARILY 
PROHIBITING DEMOLITION AND "MAJOR PROJECTS" 
AFFECTING ELIGIBLE, UNDESIGNATED HISTORIC 
RESOURCES" (Introduced by Councilmember Masuda) 
(Ordinance No. 7356) 

The above ordinance was adopted by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Gordo, Kennedy, Masuda, 
McAustin, Wilson, Vice Mayor Hampton, Mayor 
Tomek 
None 
Councilmember Madison 
None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
MATTERS NOT ON THE 
AGENDA Continued 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

ATTEST: 

CJ.t/ 
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PREDEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW OF A PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT ZONING DISTRICT AT 491-577 SOUTH 
ARROYO PARKWAY 

Due to time constraints, the City Council agreed to delay the 
discussion on the above agenda item to the next available City 
Council meeting. 

Mike Greenspan, residence not stated , spoke on college football. 

Kory Schmidt, residence not stated, made public comment. 

Wayne from Encino, residence not stated, made public comment 

Councilmember Kennedy recognized and thanked all parties 
involved who put together the Baseball Reliquary, A Swinging 
Centennial: Jackie Robinson at 100, held on December 15, 2019 
at Robinson Park Recreation Center. 

On order of the Mayor, the regular meeting of the City Council 
adjourned at 1 :05 a.m. 

~rn!~ 
City of Pasadena 
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