
RESOLUTION NO: _____ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
APPROVING A 14-YEAR, EIGHT-PHASE MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT FOR 
HUNTINGTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL LOCATED AT 100 WEST CALIFORNIA 
BOULEVARD 

WHEREAS, Huntington Memorial Hospital has submitted an application for 
a 14-year, eight-phase Master Plan that consists of new construction, future 
additions and improvements to its existing facility located at 1 00 West California 
Boulevard; and 

WHEREAS, the subject property has a Public, Semi-Public (PS) zoning 
designation and a General Plan designation of Institutional; and 

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2016, the Design Commission conducted an 
advisory review of the proposed Master Plan for Huntington Memorial Hospital 
and expressed a general support of the project with the recommendation that the 
applicant reconsider the scale of the proposed project, as well as impacts related 
to traffic and historic preservation; and 

WHEREAS, at its duly notic~ed public meeting on February 28, 2018, the 
Planning Commission fully reviewed and discussed the revised proposal, and 
recommended the City Counci l: 1) Certify the Revised Final Environmental 
Impact Report and adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, 
finding that with the incorporation of mitigation measures, the proposed Master 
Plan for Huntington Memorial Hospital will have no significant or unavoidable 
impacts; 2) Adopt the findings to approve the Master Plan Amendment and 
approve Refined Alternative. 2 - Reduced Patient beds, as described in the 
Revised Final Environmental Impact Report ; 3) Adopt the findings for a Zoning 
Map Amendment to change the zoning designation of the property located at 620-
624 South Pasadena Avenue from Commercial Office (CO) to Public and Semi­
Public (PS); 4) Adopt the findings and approve the removal of six protected 
mature trees on the Huntington Memorial Hospital campus and acknowledge that 
the proposed landscape design, as conditioned, emphasizes a replacement tree 
canopy that is sustainable over the long term by adhering to the adopted 
replacement matrix; and 5) Direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance within 
60 days amending the official Zoning Map of the City of Pasadena to implement 
the zone change for 620-624 South Pasadena Aven.ue; and 

WHEREAS, at its duly noticed public meeting on March 26, 2018, the City 
Council fully reviewed and discussed the proposal; and 

WHEREAS, as conditioned, the Master Plan Amendment is consistent with 
the General Plan Land Use designation and Zoning Ordinance; and 



WHEREAS, as required by the Zoning Code, the City Council hereby finds 
and determines that: 

Master Plan Findings 

1. The proposed use is allowed with a Conditional Use Permit (Major and Minor) or 
Hillside Development Permit within the applicable zoning district and complies with 
all applicable provisions of this Zoning Code. 

Huntington Memorial Hospital has been established in its current location since 1902. 
The zoning designation for the majority of the project site is Public/Semi-Public (PS); 
with the exception of one parcel located at 620-624 South Pasadena Avenue which is 
zoned Commercial Office (CO). The proposed project includes a Zoning Map 
Amendment to change the zoning of the subject parcel from CO toPS to .accurately 
reflect the existing and proposed uses associated with the Hospital. A "medical 
services- hospital" is a conditionally permitted use that is allowed in the PS zoning 
district. All existing and proposed uses within the project site are conditionally 
permitted in the PS zone. The proposed project will comply with the applicable 
provisions of the Zoning Code in that development standards for PS zoned parcels are 
established through a Master Plan. The proposed Master Plan Amendment includes a 
defined set of development standards for gross floor area, setbacks, height as well as 
conditions of approval regulating the maximum number of licensed beds, minimum 
number of parking spaces and other applicable provisions of the Zoning Code Section 
17.46. The proposed use is allowed with a Master Plan and complies with all applicable 
provisions of the Zoning Code. 

2. The location of the proposed use complies with the special purposes of this Zoning 
Code and the purposes of the applicable zoning district. 

The purpose of the Pasadena Zoning Code is to protect and promote the public health, 
safety and general welfare, and to implement the policies of the General Plan by 
classifying and regulating the uses of land and structures within the City of Pasadena in 
a manner consistent with the General Plan. The purpose of the PS zoning district is for 
large public or semi-public land uses that may not be appropriate in other zoning 
districts. The PS zone is applied to sites with a contiguous area of two acres or more, 
including alleys, streets, or other rights-of-way. The project site is approximately 29 
acres. The proposed Master Plan would allow Huntington Memorial Hospital to remain 
on the project site; therefore, the proposed use is consistent with the intent of the PS 
zoning district. 

3. The proposed use is in conformance with the goals, policies, and objectives of the 
General Plan and the purpose and intent of any applicable specific plan. 

The Pasadena General Plan, adopted in August 2015 reaffirms the City's commitment 
to provide superior services to the residents of Pasadena, including GOAL 16. Superior 
Services. A superior level of services meeting the needs of Pasadena's diverse 
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residents including schools, hospitals, parks, child and senior facilities and programs, 
libraries, shelters, public auditoriums, health facilities, social clubs and recreation 
centers. In addition , General Plan Policy No. 2.9 Institutional Uses states that the City 
should strive to "accommodate the development of educational, religious, cultural, and 
similar facilities that enrich the lives of Pasadena's residents." Furthermore, Policy No. 
16.2 Service Adequacy states "periodically review the impacts of major physical, 
environmental, economic and social changes identifying their implications in meeting 
the service needs of Pasadena's residents." The Hospital's continued use of the project 
site as a hospital and the proposed improvements to comply with State law is consistent 
with the General Plan and the project site's General Plan designation of Institutional. 
This land use category is used to characterize facilities owned and operated by the City 
or by other public and/or private institutions such as corporate yards, schools, libraries, 
and hospitals, such as the ~untington Memorial Hospital. 

The proposed Master Plan is located within the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan. The 
purpose and intent of the South Fair· Oaks Specific Plan is to create an attractive 
physical environment for businesses that commercialize emerging technologies, 
particularly related to biomedical; integrate land use and transportation programs with 
the light-rail station site at Fillmore Street; support the retention and enhancement of 
local businesses; mitigate related traffic impacts in the Specific Plan area and in 
adjacent residential neighborhoods; and promote research coalitions with Pasadena 
institutions. Huntington Memorial Hospital has been established in the area since 1902. 
The proposed Master Plan Amendment would allow the Hospital to continue its 
presence as one of the main hubs in attracting businesses related to biomedical 
technologies in the area and continue to retain and enhance local businesses that have 
established in the surrounding area to support the Hospital. Through the Master Plan 
process, all uses on the Hospital are thoroughly reviewed, resulting in a comprehensive 
analysis of any related traffic impacts caused by the project and therefore, allowing 
appropriate measures to be utilized to mitigate related traffic impacts in the area. The 
proposed Master Plan Amendment is in conformance with the purpose and intent of the 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan. 

4. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the use would not, under the 
circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety, or general 
welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood of the proposed use. 

After the Northridge earthquake in 1994, the State signed SB 1953, the Hospital 
Facilities Seismic Safety Act requiring hospitals constructed after March 7, 1973 to 
comply with seismic building code safety requirements developed by the California 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD). SB 1953 required 
eligible hospitals to achieve certain levels of structural and non-structural seismic 
performance categories by specified timeframes. Any hospital building deemed to pose 
a significant life and safety risk or to be at risk for collapse in a major earthquake was 
required to cease operation as an acute care facility after January 1, 2008, with 
deadline extensions possible under certain circumstances. Subsequent legislation 
further extended the compliance deadline with the final compliance deadline of January 
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1, 2020 for general acute care hospital buildings in the highest risk category, which 
applies to Huntington Memorial Hospital. The proposed project would allow the Hospital 
to perform the required seismic upgrades and/or replace these facilities that have been 
identified as requiring seismic retrofitting. Additionally, the Hospital would add 17 
patient beds, allowing the Hospital to serve a larger portion of the community. The 
proposed project would allow the Hospital to continue to operate as a trauma center 
serving the San Gabriel Valley and one of 14 trauma centers currently in Los Angeles 
County. Therefore, the proposed Master Plan would not be detrimental to the public 
interest, health, safety, convenience or general welfare of the City. 

5. The use, as described and conditionally approved, would not be detrimental or 
injurious to property and improvements in the neighborhood or to the general welfare 
of the City. 

Huntington Memorial Hospital has been in operation in the neighborhood for over 114 
years and has demonstrated that the Hospital use is compatible with the neighborhood. 
Over the years, many uses ancillary to the Hospital, such as outpatient centers, 
convalescent homes, urgent care offices, nursing centers and other related medical 
uses have been established in the surrounding neighborhood to further support the 
Hospital use. As described and conditioned , the proposed use will not be detrimental 
or injurious to property and improvements in the neighborhood or the general welfare of 
the City. 

6. The design, location, operating characteristics, and size of the proposed use would 
be compatible with the existing and future land uses in the vicinity in terms o~ 
aesthetic values, character, scale, and view protection. 

The main component of new development is the West Annex A and West Annex 8 
buildings with heights of 60 feet and 42 feet, respectively, depending on the final design 
of the building at the discretion of the Design Commission. The proposed West Annex 
A and 8 buildings would be lower in height than the existing East and West Towers 
which are 97 foot, six inches tall. The proposed West Annex A and 8 buildings are 
required to undergo design review before the Design Commission, at which time all of 
the material and finishes would be analyzed through Concept and Final Design Review. 
The West Annex A and 8 buildings were analyzed. and .studied as a 60 foot tall and 42 
foot tall buildings in the Environmental Impact Report, which determined that the project 
would not substantially degrade the existing visual. character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings. Additionally, a shade/shadow analysis was conducted and found that the 
project would result in less than significant shade/shadow impacts during the winter 
solstice which represents the period of greatest potential for off-site shading impacts 
(worst-case scenario). As conditioned , the design , location, operating characteristics 
and size would be compatible with existing and future uses in the vicinity. 
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Private Tree Removal Findings 

Any permit or approval which will result in injury to or removal of a mature, landmark, 
landmark-eligible, native or specimen tree protected under this chapter shall be denied 
unless one of the following findings is made: 

1. There is a public benefit as defined in Section 8.52.024(R), or a public health, 
safety or welfare benefit, to the injury or removal that outweighs the protection of 
the specific tree; or 

2. The present condition of the tree is such that it is not reasonably likely to survive; or 
3. There is an objective feature of the tree that makes the tree not suitable for the 

protections of this chapter; or 
4. There would be a substantial hardship to a private property owner in the enjoyment 

and use of real property if the injury or removal is not permitted; or 
5. To not permit injury to or removal of a tree would constitute a taking of the 

underlying real property; or 
6. The project, as defined in Section 17.12.020, includes a landscape design plan that 

emphasizes a tree canopy that is sustainable over the long term by adhering to the 
replacement matrix adopted by resolution of the city cou~cil and included in the 
associated administrative guidelines. 

The project proposes to remove six protected trees (five specimen trees and one native 
tree). Consistent with Finding #6, the applicant has submitted a preliminary landscaping 
plan to show the general location of replacement trees and new landscaping on the 
project site. As conditioned, the protected trees would be replaced with eight 15-gallon, 
four 24-inch, or two 36-inch box 'trees for the protected native tree, and thirty six 24-inch 
or eighteen 36-inch box trees for the five protected specimen trees. Due to the lapse in 
time since the tree inventory has been completed, a condition of approval has be 
included requiring an updated tree inventory with the size of these trees to be submitted 
with the Design Review application for the proposed West Annex A building, West 
Annex 8 building and La Villa addition. At that time, if additional trees meet the size 
requirement to be protected pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 8.52, the 
applicant will be required to submit an a·pplication for Private Tree Removal indicating 
which of the Tree Protection Ordinance findings apply to the removal(s), including the 
possibility of requiring a conceptual landscaping plan indicating the location of required 
replacement trees. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of City of Pasadena hereby 
approves the amendment to the Huntington Memorial Hospital Master Plan, as shown on 
Exhibit 1, and as conditioned in Exhibit 2, both exhibits which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

Adopted at the regular meeting of the City Council on 26th day of March 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

'ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN : 

ADEST: 

MARKJOMSKY 
CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

gy'Vb /_ ;:,lL~ 4 , ~.,+ 
~HERESA E. FUENTES 

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 

Exhibit 1: Huntington Memorial Hospital Master Plan Project Plans , 
Exhibit 2: Huntington Memorial Hospital Conditions of Approval 
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