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By MGMET STOVALL |

_Mrs, \Mslvin (Ruby McKnight) Williams said she has
found that “a smile. a.mi the right attitude can make every
m&tﬂm m»r £a

" Mirs.- Williarig is nrely seen not smiling. She is also 2

dynamo of action, particulatly in those things which concern -

: “herm ‘rice — and most especially the young people.
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¢ Citywide she is probably best known for playing the kev
mie which won her street, Westgate Street, 2 Pasadena
Beautiful award for being the most improved neighborhood

in the city on a clear-up, paint-up, fix-up basis, The street _ -

won the award two years in succession,

Proud of Well-Kept Westgate Sireet

-"“Now the street is handsorie year- -round,” Mrs. Williams
sa:& T am go proid, It is well kept from one end fo the

othe-.”

She was & member of the National Youth Board of the
NAACP for seven years and-is'a past president of the Pasa-
.dena Chapter, NAACP. She js secretary of a.group.sponsor-

‘um&mfmm “We are very.proud.of this
actmty be&mse when ﬂ!m"!& any rumble «of trouble, this
mem closes right in. T am sure we have been a -great

help. We ‘hope to be able to expand this program to reach a’

fgrest many more young people.”

Shg«addnd “With young peopie you have te interest them
in one way in order 16 guide them in amther This i§ where
the wnvm& at the Teen Post come in.”

Mrs. Williams is a member of CURAC (“Knowmg the
Pepper area as I have known it for so long I was very happy
ta be on this.”’), isactive “in-the Teague pf Women Voters, is
currenﬂy president of the International Women's Club, an

iom starfed Ky!ars ago by Anng ‘Dozier {now vice
president) for, the purpose of smdervtandmg ‘through inter-
racial getniogethers

Almost Every Nationality Represented

“We -have azimost every natmnahty repraemed m our
250 members,” Mrs. Williams said. Ithmk[cansateiysay
Here isn't & woman in the orgamzaﬁonm thmks of éolor
or race.” AN

Mrx Willams came to Pnsaﬁena an years a.go,’holdmg
teaching credentiale and very much ‘interested in interest-
ing others to a pre-school mental testing program she had
developed and -had accepted by Columbia University. “The
depression iutﬂ left its gears, however, and such a thing was
not possible.

She was a native of Kansas, had graduateci from Kansas
State, and taught for awhile in Topeka. In Pasadena she was

tﬁidmem&thxdmﬁegroﬁteachenmshebemme the * °

' ﬁmﬁmmtobehnedinacleﬁmiposi

“I like to think about Pasadena,” she said, T have been
here long enoigh to have seen the miraculons changes. The
year I came here and was.on that clerical job a woman I
worked with suggested we have lunch at the YWCA. They
said they were sorry but T ‘couldn’t.come in to lunch. Now
here I am a2 member of theboard at the YWCA and a part
of what is going on.”

Mrs, Williams has worked is cashier for a large insur-
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Pmple Yc:m’d Like to Know
W tllwms Solves P roblems

.

.in an integrated state but very early in life 1 found out we

BELIEVES ‘IN SMILE — Mrs. Melvin (Ruby McKnight] |
Williams -is convinced most of the* woild's ‘ills could |
be cured by smiles, the nght attitude: and forgetting %
skin tomef2 . Mrs, Williams is pres;dtnt of sthe Interna-
,imnabw‘omens Clug, active i CU!EAC nndx NAACP. |

e;.;a -

ance company, as interviewer for the Federal Empioyment

? Service, has sold_insurance and has sold real estate, which ;

. she still oceasionally does on request. “I seem to always be :
saymg “Yes"if somehody wants me for sometMng ** she said. |

fa b ws

When stxe met her hushaud (hq is * retxred state em-

- ploye) he was mnnmg & market so she was cashier for him.

Melvin Williams'is admittedly one of his wifé's greatest ad-
mirers and he says so. “It's better to get one flower when |
you're alive than a whole bouguet when you're dead,” he ex- !
plained. He is an ardent worker in the beautiful home garden

* of which both ardvery proud. Gardening is one of her hob-

bies, too. ‘a@nd 1 love to cook,” she-added. ‘‘The-other thing .
I enjoy most' is- watching people enjoy: my cooking.” _

Mrs. Williams creditg her family with giving her a sound

- philesophy. “1 am sufe it js a little d:fferent from that of

many of my race because I see peopie as people at the same ;
fime knowing very. we]]v 1 am & Negro. Timefnre, I take that .
and then forget it..This makes one an individual. T grew up |

didn’t -go to the-same.schools. It was my -parepts-who in-
sisted, -'What do you care? You are going to school-and it is
a gopd school.” Because of them all of niy. family. became

‘ educated where others fell by the wayside.”*

“My life has been varied,” she concluded, “but one thing |
I have always-fought for — the realm&ubn that all of us have :
just abniit the same afifibutes. If we can erase the feeling of
skin tones, just-about all our froubles will be over,”
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PEQOPLE IN THE NEWS

Activist, 90, Sees
the Fruits of Her
Labor for Equality

By LORETTA SCHERTZ KELLER
SPLUIAT T0 NI MIMES

Ruby McKright Williams has
19 commendations on her’ hving
room wall, and a drawerful that
she hasn't gotten around to fram-
ing yet.

One was awarded to her n 1983
for 50 years of service to the
Pasadena National Assn, for the
Advancement of Colored People,
of which she was president for 16
years, and where,-at %0, she still
works twoafternoons a week.

But during a recent interview,
she was not interested in dwelling
on her accolades, which melude
being named president emeritus
of the NAACP branch. Instead,
she said, " want to give you my
experience.”

As it turns out, Williams' story
provides a window on 60 years of
the black expenience in the San
Gabrel Valley,

She came to Pasadena 1 1930,
eager to continue the kindergar-
ten teaching she had begun in

 Topeka, Kan, where she was

born.

“My great-grandfather was the
first 1 the family to come {0
California,” she said, "He came
cross-country m 1849 as a cook
for a wagon traim. When he came
back and talked about pcking
oranges off the trees, my grand-
mother kep! in mind, ‘Cahforma.’

4 She came out herein 1906."

She reached for a.photo'of her

¢ four uncles, all m Army uniform.

“They served m the Spanish-
Amencan War and then came out

to California,” she said, “My
mother followed, and I followed

her, The first thing I did after”

arriving was tojoin the NAACP.

“It's hard to picture Pasadena
as it was when ] came here.
People can't visualize how limited
it was for blacks.

“It was after the Great Depres-
sion, and 1n Los Angeles they
weren't hiring teachers. In Pasa-
dena they told me they don't hure
black teachers. /

“S0 I Jooked 1n the paper and
saw that there was a professional
women's employment ~service,

They were quite surprised to see 5

me. It seems that they didnt
expect my race to come tnto the
place.

“They asked me if I'd ke to be
a governess, and I said, ‘No, not

necessartly,’ Then the manager |

came out to speak to me, and 1

was hired to take over the new .

colored women's department of
the Pasadena Eraployment Ser-
vice, The service was later taken
over by the state,

“1 found out,” she said, “that no
[black} men were employed by
Pasadena except garbage men
and two or three men who swept
around City Hall, As for [black]
women, even the attendants in
the restrooms at the Rose Bow!

had never been colored, Things%s
simple & that,

“1 once insulted the Pasadena
Board of Directors. I said, at a
meeting, ‘What's the difference
between Pasadena and Mississip-
p? Except for the sunshine, I
don't seeany difference.’

When Ruby McKnight meams first amived in California, she Jomed the NAACP and has been actwe in the organizatuon ever since,

“One of them said, "Then why
don't you go to Mississippi?’ and I
answered, ‘Because it's heautiful
here,

“Thursday was my field day. 1
used to go up and down Colorado
Streel and surprise everybody by
asking about employment for col-
ored women. [One man] who
owned a department store in Pag-
adena said, ‘1 wouldn't have a
customer left if T hured a colored
clerk.’ 1 told him, Tm going to

wait around until that day
comes.”

During her NAACP tenure,
Williams took up the cause’ of
school and housing desegregation,

Twice, she visited the U.S. Su-

preme Court to witness integra-
tion decisions. She also fought and
won local redevelopment battles.
Meanwhile; in 1946, she mar-
ried Melvin Williams, and togeth-
er they worked to beautify their
neighborhood and sireet. In 1966,

Westgate Street won a Pasadena
Beautiful Award, Melvm Wil-
Tiams died in 1988,

Although the couple never had-

childrén of their own, she said
working with young people was

Ther greatest satisfaction. She

served for ix years as adviser to
the NAACP National Youth Work

Committee. She's convinced that -
“educating black children to be-
lieve m themselves is the key to-
. equality,

"~ KARENTAPIA / mn,gemmn

“When 1 .was a child and a
group of children called me and
my brother ‘niggers, I came home

and {old my mother. 'Ts that your
name?’ she asked. I said, ‘No.' My
mother said, ‘Then they weren't -

talking to you.' After that my

brother and 1 were able to face

that group without running.

“You have to start when

they're young~to put into their

heads, ‘You can do anything that

any other kind can do. "
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WILLIAMS, MRS. RUBY MCKNIGHT

Rubv M. Williams:

15'years
—

RUBY McKNIGHT WILLIAMS

Ruby McKnight Williams. by 1966 al-
ready a veteran in the civil rights move-
ment. was asleep lafe on a seasonably
warm August night when the phone rang.
The message was urgent:

Angry. frustrated black teen-agers
were banding together on Fair Oaks
Avenue in northwest Pasadena. Impas-
sioned by their contemporaries’ actions in
south-central Los Angeles, some wanied
to make a similarly dramatic showing of
their feelings.

“The Watts riots were on,’ Mrs. Wil-
hams recalled in an interview, “and Pasa-
dena was on the verge of the same thing.

... We were called at 3:30 m the morning
and the youths had gotten out of hand.
They were screaming. "Burn” — they
thought they had to imitate L A, and
Detroit ™

“Miz Williams.” as she is called by
those who know her, went into the street
with Charles Taliaferro, who also stil
resides in the area Affer what she esti-
mated was an hour of talking with the
leaders, “we were able 1o stop that distur-
bance that would have ended up in, possi-
bly, burning.”

How did she sell her advice of paci-
fism? .

“We tried to prove to them that it
wasn’t the thing to do,” she said. “If they

~ burned things up, what betfer wou}gt“i}ewy
he? .. We promised them that we would
v.;c_)rk”far more jobs and better recre-
ation.

of caring

Mediator Within the system. Always
there. Those are descriptions often heard
of Ruby McKnight Williams as she steps
down today after 15 years as president of
the Pasadena branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of. Col-
ored People Stephen H. Mack is taking
over the volunieer job.

Taliaferro. who placed that 3:30 a.m
phone call to Mrs Williams, said he ered-
its her for “carrying the NAACP (in Pasa-
dena) on her back.™

And. while Taliaferro acknowledged

that Mrs Williams has come under criti-
cism for not being as militant as some in
the black community would prefer, he
said her consistency has ensured effec-
tiveness.

“She’s always been aggressive against
wrong. but reasonable.” he said “She’s
always been on the positive bent.”

Attorney Walter Shatford, a Pasadena
City College trustee and longtime mem-
ber of the NAACP, described Mrs. Wil-
liams as “middle class in a lot of her out- .
looks.”” But more importantly. Shatford
added, Mrs Williams “has been there

eery day . ." when those advocating more “rig-
i approaches have not.

The daughler of a Topeka., Kan., stone mason.
¥rs. Wilhams reflects that she grew into middle
afe in an era when painstakingly incremental
p-ogress was the best that blacks could hope for
Nowhere could she have found that more {rue
than in Pasadena, the fown she came west to in
1432 as an unmarried woman.

The city's neighborhoods were tocked in
st gregation by resirictive covenants. By Mrs.
William s own count. only three blacks were on the
municipal payroll. Blacks were not hired as
teachers. Blacks could not swim at the Brookside
Park pool — except by themselves on the day
bafore it was cleaned.

“In Topeka. we had some segregation, but
nithing like it was here,” said Mrs. Williams, who
places her age “somewhere” between 50 and 100.
“1'm not going to say Topeka was ideal, but there
was more opportunity there than I saw for years
atter I came to Pasadena. .

“If you didn’t have ¢n a black dress and white
apron, you couldn’t get i anywhere" in Pasadena
looking for a job.

A school teacher in Topeka before moving West.
Mrs. Williams can speak firsthand of the diseriom-
netory hiring practices formerly prevalent in the
ciy, She was told outrig’ | that blacks did not
teach in Pasadena



“'Sa, after later accepting a job af a job-placement

center for women, Mrs, Williams, & graduate of
Kainsas State Universily, went about trying to
chiange Pasadena. SBhatford,. the Pasadena
attorney, credits Mrs. Williams with “'suceceeding

1n gelting stores to hire black help (and) putting an

erd to some pretly racisl hiring practices and
procedures.” o

“1t takes a long timeq fnr.peq)gﬂé to learil," said

© Mrs. Williams. “Tt isn't something that they want
* to accept immediately.”

- And, while Mrs. Williams believes Pasadena has
made long strides in i!s racial policies, she pointed
to the school desegregation batiles of the "T0s as a
more recent example of bias. She recalled cne
evening meeling at & then-soon-to-be integrated
school im Pasadena's affluent Hastings Ranch

~neighborhood

“T sat in the back aof the room, and these women
carried on as if we wers geing lo sel a vage of lions

" in their area. They kepl saying, Those people,

those penple.’ I held my hand up to speak last.
“When { started up the aisle, all I could see were

eyes, and I ook my time and let them see me 1

said, “This is the greaifest surprise of my life — fo

see people who [ though! were most intelligent act

the way they did tonight. I hope I will live tp see a
change.' ™ ’

=1 finished by saying, "The young people will be
coming to this school next Monday — and [ will be
with them.” They thought I was going 0 raise sand,
and I quieted the whole thing.
© “They went oul of there just beaten. They didn't
know what to sgy.”

Now, Mrs., Willlams is refurning to Westgate

. Sireet to the home she and her husbaond of 40

years, Melvin, share It was Melvin's heart aitack
last February, she said, that prompted her to pass
on the NAACP leadership.

She said she leaves proud of the accomplish-
ments made by those of her race and hopeful for
the future.

“We have come a long way,” Mrs Wuliams said
“We were hrought ever here inta a country where
slaves didn't know a langnage We've made ex-

. tremely good progress. ..

“I'm hoping we'll forget the color of skin and
the difference of facial logks and aceept peeple as
people ™ QT

0



to be h@n@md

o Y- 25-

Mrs. Ruby McKnight Wil-
liams, retired presidenl of the
Pasadena Branch. National Asso-
ciation for the Advancemeni of
Colored People, will be honored
at a dinner celebration Thursday
at 6 p.m. at the Pasadena Hillon
Hotel.

A highlight of the affar will
be the official naming of Mrs.
Williams as president emeritus
of the Pasadena Branch of the
NAACP. The celebration recog-
mzes her 18 continuous vears of
leadership of the ﬂrgamzatmn

Tommy McMuilins, vice presi-
dent and manager of the Crocker
National Bank iz the Clty of
Commerce. is chairman of the
steering commttee planning the
event. Charles Cherniss, editor
of the Star-News, will serve as
honorary chairperson,

Mrs. Williams, a native of
Kansas, moved to Pasadena
more than a half century ago.
She came to Pasadena looking
for a job as a teacher, only to be
told, ‘‘we don’t hire colored
teachers in Pasadena '™ Mrs.
Williams subsequently found
work as a job plaf:ement persan-
nel worker,

However, she became known
in the communiiy as an aggres-
sive and outspoken civil rights
leader. During her tenure as
president of the Pasadena

*’o??

e

RUBY WILLIAMS

Branch of NAACP, she wit-
nessed many historical firsts in
Pasadena including the Pepper
Redevelopment Project. integra-
{ion of the Pasadena schools and
the election of a black woman o
the Pasadena Board of City Di-
rectors and as mayor of Pasa-
dena.

Ticket information is available .
by calling the NAACP af{me
793-1293. :

WILLTAMS, RURY
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onors from the honored

Reured 50. +year NAA cP leader to continue the crusade as president emeritus

By JACKIE KNOWLES
Peupic Section Edltor

Ruhy Williams isn’t one to let other people out

. give her,

After several standing ovations from a crowd of

abaut 350 people and dozens of commendations, |
+3he gave a few plaques of her own at a retxrement
I-dinner in her honor at the Pasadena Hilton Thurs: |
mday

& The sprightly leader of the NAACP for 50 years,

~ s, Wiliams wanted equality even as she stepped
ndown after 15 years as president of the Pasadena

; chapter she presented plaques to her office staff g

m—- Shirley Fields, Eula Johnson and Beornored
**Hockenhull

w The finale was a standmg ovation for Melvin

Wﬂhams her hushand of 40 years, when the staff

“,presented him with 2 plaque of his own,

w “Hesure has worked, I'm telling you,” she said: -

;; With her shock of white hair barely showing

wover the lectern, the diminutive Mrs, Williams
..shpped out her familiar iron hand softened witha -
\«gentle manner 2 she admonished the audience .
“after an earfler standing ovation to sit down, she

Zhadn’t finished yet.
+ She wanted peaple fo see the 10 youngsters who
de vome t0 her dinner — some who had worked

,1p the courage to come into help atthe Pasadeny
NAACP office, and-others who had looked in on

“ber husband, Melvin, after he was ill

Speaking in her slow, deliberate styl that has 9
calmed many heated meetings, she lauded Pasa- |

ena for the strides made sinee she came o the B fi{
city and couldn't get a teaching job because she MK

was black,

Since she began her cmsade for equality in
Pasadena, the city has seen black employment
move from only menial jobs to management posi-
tions in business and government, the end of re-
strictive covenants, and the desegregation of the
vpubhc schools,

“ The crowd applauded when she said, “We have
a black mayor, but my question is, ‘Why don't we
'f}mve more blacks in the administration given the
percentage of blacks in the community?' ”

She was interrupted by applause again as she
Jontinued in the dry, sardonic manner that has
shelped her get her way, “1 shall visit City Hall
before long and start asking that question.”

. A riffle of yoiced approval swept across the,
~room when she said, “The thing that is free to all

of usis love."

Mrs, Williams didn't let resentment stand in her
way when she was denied a teaching job. She went
to an employment service for professionals, which
also shocked people because no black had ever
done that before either.

She said she became the first black clerical
worker in Pasadenz, and went on to campaign for
jobs for other blacks.

“It's probably a good thing I didn’t get a teach-
ing job,” she said, “because I couldn't have said or
done the things I've done because no principal
would have liked it,”

chapter has about 800 members, she said.
Mrs. Williams recalled when the Pasadena

| NAACP, under the leadership of Edna Griffin,

sued the city because blacks were allowed to use
the public swimming pool in Brookside Park only
on: Tuesdays from noon o 5 p.m., just before the
water was changed.

She recalled the efforts of Sam Sheats, who took

9l the schools to task for not Living up the the 1954

| Supreme Court decision on integration,

Referring 1o her introduction by Star-News

- Senior Managing Edtor Wanda Tucker, Mrs. Wil
! hams said, “Yes there were mountams to be

' she assured the audience she is not gamg to buy a

rocking chair, (She declined fo say how old she is

Pl “1've been telling people for years, when | getto

Tor Van Dyke / Star-Nows

Ruby Mcanght Wzlhams, left, was louded by a crowd of 350 people
at her NAACP rctirement dinner; Mabel Hurd, Mae Harvey and Kathryn Carr joined in )

In her own low-keyed way, she gave a pep talk
ahout the NAACP and how it was founded after a
lynching and riot in Lincoln's hometown of Spring-
field, Ohio.

“William Walhing wrote: ‘This s 4 blot on Ame-
rica and who is going to do something ahout it?' "
she said, Mary White Ovington, a wealthy white
woman, was the one who gathered Jew, Gentile
and blacks together to found the NAACP n New
York City in 1910, she said,

Begun with seven whites and one black, the
NAACP today is principally black. The Pasadena

be 100, I'll invite you to my birthday party.”)

“We've got to climb some more mountains,” she
said. Stephen H. Mack suceeeds Mrs, Williams 5
president of the NAACP,

Pasadena Mayor Loretta Thompson-Glickman
presented Mrs. Williams with a special pen from
the city, greetings from Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley and a certificate of appreciation from that
city.

Others making special presentations were Coun-

ty Supervisor Mike Antonovigh, Assemblyman

Richard Alatorre, D-Los Angeles; Jim Johnson of
the Pasadena Urban League; Betty Holliday for
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; Saundra Knox for the
Pasadena Neighborhood Housing Service; Opal
Hampton for Phi Delta Kappa Sorority, Maceo
Moody for the Pasadena Altadena Links; Elbie
Hickambottom, Marjorie Wyatt and Supt Ramon
Cortnes for the Pasadena Unified School District;
Clarence Clayton Moore for the Harriet Tubman
Club; Norma Coorabs for the YWCA; John Mance
for the national board of the NAACP, which also
honored Melvin Williams; Jose DeSosa for the San
Pernando Branch of the NAACP, and Vera Lee
for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.

Ray Bartlett was master of ceremonies, Versie
Mae Richardson sang, the John Muir High School
Madrigal Singers performed, The honorary chair-
man of the event was Charles Cherniss, editor of
the Star-News. Tommy McMullins, vice president
and manager of the Crocker National Back in the
city of Commerce, was chairman of the steering
committee, ’
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Longtime
activist

turns 100

NAACP leader feted
with birthday party

By Gigl Haona
Starr Wrrrer

ASADENA — No one is
quite sure about the
age of civil rights
pioneer Ruby

. McKnight Williams.

But there are rumors

The lady wasn’t revealing
her age Kven at her 100th
birthday party

Williams was surrounded by
a group of friends vesterday at
the Pasadena branch office of
the NAACP for a luncheon and
cake 1o celebrate the occasion,

Party sponsors said they had
heard from friends that
Williams® birthday Tuesday was
her centennial. But when asked
what year she was born,
Wiltiams feigned a faulty
memory.

“1 don't remember, 1 was {oo
small,” she joked. “As soon as
you start talking about age,
people start pitving you.”

But it wasn't pity that
brought about 20 friends to the
surprise party. It was a
celebration of her lifelong
struggle for civil rights

“You are beautiful, you've
done so much for the
cominunity.” past NAACP
president Effie Sapp to
Williams,

Beornored Hockenthull, who
served as Williams'
vice-president 1y 1959, agreed.

“She worked in the
community, in the churches.”
he saxd. “She went o stores
that didn't have black
employees or were mistreating
them, and she would go talk
with the owners She's done
everything you would expecta
woman to do to help others "

Williams was president of
the Pasadena branch of the
NAACP m 1959 and again from
1968 to 1982, said current branch
president Taylor Morton.

She still serves on the
executive board.

When Williams moved to
Pasadena in 1930, African
Americans were refused entry
into restaurants and hotels, and
prevented from buying homes
in wiute neighborhoods.

They were also denied entry
to €ity pools, except at times just
before the water was changed.

Williams refused to talk
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Staff photo by WALT MANCINI

BLOWING OUT the candles, Ruby McKnight Williams celebrates her 100th birthday.

about the past.

“There have been {00 many
changes to talk about,” she said.
“When [ joined the NAACP it
was the only organization that
was doing anything.”

Board member Walter
Shatford said Williams made an
invaluable contribution to local
NAACP efforts,

“There were times when this
branch would been absolutely

_ dead if someone hadn’t worked,

and that someone was Ruby,”
he said. “There were years
when she was the NAACP. As
president, she carried on the
good fight.”

1t 15 that kind of dedication
that continues to help the civil
rights cause, Morton said.

“Ruby has been at the
forefront of civil rights in
Pasadena for over three

decades, and she does it with
cou'&mge‘ dignity and clarity,” he
sai

She even did some work at
yesterday’s party.

After commenting on the sad
state of the furniture in the
branch office, she said she
would get her chair
reupholstered and challenged
each Board member to do the
same.
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Villiams a veteran
civil rights crusader

wmm

S'FAFF WFITER

PASADENA — Centenarian
Ruby Mc¢Knight Williams, a
lifelong crusader for civil mghts
and longtime president of the
local NAACP chapter, is hospi-
talized from a recent illness
that left her in a coma, hospital

officials said Friday.
Williams, wnmse 105th birth-

day is Aug 30, is undergoing
treatment at Huntmginn
Transitional Care Center, a
facility of Huntington H@spital,
saifd spokeswoman Pam Clark.
Last month, neighbors and
friends threw Williams an
early birthday party at which
she received a proclamation
from Pasadena Mayor Bill
Bogaard and a commendatioh
from Rep. James Rogan, R-
Pasadena, said Emina Darakjy,
president of the East Arroyo
Residents Association.
Accounts vary on when
Williams moved o Pasadena
from her native Topeka, Kan.,
ranging from the early 1930s or
late 1940s. College educated
with a teaching resume, she
couldn’t find a job in the class-
room but became the first
African American to be hired
by the clty m a clemcal pnst.
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"Rack  then, African °
° Americans were barred from -

local hotels and restaurants,
and from buying homes in |
white neighborhoods. The only -
time African Americans could °
Ewm in the old Brookside :
Pflunge was ﬂm the siav before -

Over the iyears he and the
E&ACP battled to integrate
Pasadena classrooms. When °
baseball legend Jackie
,. Rﬁbmsﬁn died, Wﬂlmms was

Her af:twwm sometimes -
threatened hEI" Ety i

- In 1975, Williams was among
1@ pmmm&nt local African- -
Americans who received death
u. FEais. SEE was NAACP chap-
ter m*esm[emt at the time, and -
anonvmous letters warned that
she and the others would be

lled unless they stopped advo-
;g school integration and -

“; She ‘served as president of g
the Pasadena chapter of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People, retiring her post in
Jamuz-w 1983 after 15 years.

Darakjv said she visited
W’«’iyzans on Thursday in the
treatment facility.

At the early birthday party -
on July 18, held at The
» Chandler School with about 140
in attendance, Williams °
enjoyed the food and the com-

@aﬂy “She had a great time. .
~' ughing, she was talk- .

Ploase tum to WILLIAMS /A4

%



ﬂ@tﬂﬂ&t in coma
Gmﬂnm fmm ﬂS

' Ten years ago, ‘me ,.CP
dedicated a small park ati |
Arroyo  Boulevard andj|
WES‘@E&E Street to Williams | |
and her husband, Melvin, in| |
" gratl' "ffzde f@r mear l«ﬂng memm (;

| ”It wa& Just a corner that
was full of weeds, and it's not/| |
too far fm:s wh&m she lives.| |
;Eaf@re the party, she said: ‘I} |
u,‘n 1; want aﬁ?thmg I mgt;;
want more plants in that k.
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schoals and was among thnse who
eulaglzeﬂ haseball legend Jackie
Robinson, 2 Pasadena native, in

Eacmhar 19?2 on the steps of

‘“She warked 0 mng and so
hard for positive Tacial relations
in this city,” Streator said.

Long after Williams stepped
down as gpresident of the
Pasaderia NAACP chapter; she
oontinued to-be 2 force in the civil

nghts arens, Streator said.
1t s really hard to lose the

up o for 80 | Emg,” said the poun-
ﬂilWﬂmﬂn. in whose district
Wiliams Lived, -

Pasadena Mayor Bil Bogaard
noted that-he was among 140 per-
ple who greeted Williams on July
18, at an early birthday party
organized by the East Arroyo
Residents Association,

N Aug Sﬂ hut her heakﬂl wasfalli; mcludes eucamnmm»a Ros
Desp e Wﬂliams frallty\am

advmd years, “she sat ol after ﬁnm ka,Hm W shehaﬂ
taught.«;f

e il e o (f

ylonor and the Rub M
mentors arid people you've looked 4

% ‘wplanmnd mlm‘fulﬂﬂ

- Tmona bench, mﬂt 0 ba o ttended mllege o

illams found e oo i
said Charles “Buddy” Bereal,

R

local NAACP.president. *T didn’ s i
always agree Wlth her 100 per

R
.4

itte nhaptér 5 last oban

quets, the @rgmzatmn' d
point -of -honoring  William;

msmg dmner 15 hel

wPasadena ‘targeted w1‘h death

local citizen who demunstrates
t]nreats Shﬁ il NAACP chaptar

escellence in community service.
Ten years ago, the EastArtoyo. X
Rmdentsmmndedimted . letters wa he and the-
small park at Arroyo Boulevard: \j’;@ﬂlﬂl‘s wouﬂdba il less they
and Westgate Sm'eet to Wf ; ??stﬁpped advocatmg schml mtew
X mtm a:nd husmg \

grammde fm: then' ltmg ordof
communi ty semce The cumar W; are e

*mﬂd nnt hire “colored” teach

That:slight tgmted her life-

time commitment to civi rights:

7% She gut 1, ﬂb as,one-of the first -
: clemal»mrkers in hi: mwi:_,
t@ apem up Johs fur‘v;
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One of our

best passes

HEN vou're as
powerful a moral
and physical force
as Ruby McKnight
Williams was m
Pasadena during her more
than six decades of residence,
the dream of eternal life does
come true.
Sadly, Williams died Mon-
day here in town, aged 104,

Williams was not ane to
take such a dominant civic at-
fimde lving down. She fina-
gled a job 1n that Depression
time as head of the Colored
Women’s Division of the city’s
employment burean — and
she didn’t sit behind a desk.
Rather, she went out into the
tony shops and businesses of
the day and hounded manag-

months short ———— ers and own-
of being one  Ruby McKnight Wil- &% v
people 1;,? ms  liams gave Pasadena  back room a5
tory to have ‘ ‘ . soon as they
lived in three @ do’se of ‘moral sua- 0
different cen- ~ Sion’ to be fair and into eventual
furies ‘ . y hiring

But Wil- drop the color barrier ek women.
hmﬂs didz??n ~ when the city har- m;n;gegy,
npeeq su 1 . . .
nor statistical bored ;arejudlce. formed that
notoriety. She no one was

was clearly a rare person in
history anyway by virtue of
the profound weight of her
personality, which she exer-
cised m the fight for the civil
rights of African Americans
and others in Pasadena from
the day she arrived from Kan-
sas

Which exact day that was,
which exact year, even, were
long matters of dispute. Wil-
hlams was one of those people
who get a little cagey about
such matters. Some folks say
it was in 1930 that Williams
arrived from Topeka. Kan.
Some say 1936. Williams
wasn't sayving. But, having
been a kindergarten teacher
in Kansas, Williams naturally
figured there might be some
work teaching here. Instead,
here’s what she found, as one
of the dozens of Star-News
stories on Williams over the
decades puts it: “Pasadena’s
hospitality toward blacks was
on a par with what she'd en-
countered in the South. The
school district wasn't interest-
ed in hiring blacks as teach-
ers. Doors were closed to
blacks as nurses, police offi-
cers, firefighters, store clerks
and City Hall workers, unless
they took out the garbage or
cleaned the toilets.”

gvailable to speak with her,
was to pull up a chair, pull
out a book and announce that
she was in no rush. No rush
ar all. .

She once insulted a former
city manager by comparing
this city to Mississippi. “Well,
why did vou come out here?”
was his retort. “It's difficult
to make people understand
that was Pasadena,”

That it isn't Pasadena any
longer is in great part a testa-
ment to Williams. During her
decades of leadership of the
local branch of the NAACP,
she rung-the changes. It 15
amazing to recall that, during
the school integration battles
of the early 1970s, m which
she plaved a key role, Wil-
liams was already considered
an old woman.

If 50, she was a very active
old woman for almost 30 more
years Just months ago Wil-
liams appeared at a YWCA
awards ceremony to a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd.
Never giving up, never giving
anything but her best, forever
elegant all the while — Ruby
McKnight Williams was
among the best Pasadena has
ever known and ever will
know,
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'ASADENA - g‘(;wmrmal ser
vice ﬁ‘m* :mw civil righ
Ruby McKmmghir is 5@1; fm
‘Wednesday. morning at Scott
United Methodist Church. She
dled Aug. 16 at age 104. |

" McKnight's remains will be
_cremated and she will be laid
“to rest beside her husham,d Mil-
ton, who died in 1988 at’ the age
of SE said Gloria Hammers,

1anager of f‘amﬂsr services at

‘Mountain View Cemetery y, Mor-

‘Yuary and Cmmm Ty

ﬂena whmh ms hﬂm@;mg thé

Mcﬁmgm 5 parems Ed@a’
and William Butler, an& a-sis
ter, Mildred Jones, are. ﬁiﬁﬂ«;

ied at Mountain W@w

“,{,‘Tr
ol 4. B

vice. scheduled for 10 a.m. at
the church, at 444 N Dramg&
vae llvd \ o

The Rev. Anita Valles W{ifi. ?7"'; .1;, :
E“FES-IdE at the memorial ser-- ‘

= . The service will be followed
hy a private graveside inter:

~ment for family members at
. Mountain View, 2400 N. Fair
Dakﬁ Ave.

Tne;-z«;;:&@mmr 5 @fﬁiﬁe mleﬂ

PV g-23i7y)

sod o T b
et i

last week  that McKnight’ 5
death. was an accident, caused

Wh&ﬂ &hE ghplw

fell and hit -

her head ‘while gem‘mg out of -

- the: bammh July. 29, said’ M

Bhewl MEEWMIE' a ﬂ:ﬂmﬂar’“

m%ﬁﬂgaﬁ;@r

She died at the Huntmgmn
Care Center, -
admmtmd ’

_Transitional
where  she . was
- Aug. 1Z2ina tﬁm

" McKnight hem l&adergmg: po-

" sitions with the local NAACP

for half a century amd»»ws

Fﬁ]"f# 2 wf! pﬂ“&%ﬂ&ﬂ‘t ﬂf the P Pasade-

&y _wiﬂ:‘:’ mmafis 9 Mﬁi{:ﬂ ,

%l&‘t%l‘

y?fl;hﬁr imth




‘Some people die

'~ old at 40. Others :

are young at 80.-
Ruby did better than
hoth of those; she
died young at m:'

Pasade}m Mayor
B«II Bogam'd

wtqi»‘wian‘-l'aoc-&vn‘uooovg-‘

ByEmmelPaﬁm

STAFFWRETER P

X fasmm - Ruby McK
mght Williams was -

“an African-American -

fy fer her;penple in an era that -

" had'no-black police; ﬁreﬁghters

nurses-or store clerks.
Pasadena Maynr Bﬂl

¥ eulogized Wednesday as”
. leader who sought dlgm .

: MEMGR!AL SERVICES fﬂr Ruby Mcnght WlHlams are held at Scott Umted Methodxst Church in Pasadena

Wllhams quest for equah ty

Bogaard who dehvered the eulo—
gy, said his presence at her.
memorial service — arid the .

légal, social and moral changes :

that brought him there — was

”proﬁfﬂxatWﬂhamshadbeen

suiccessful'in her life’s work.
" “Her focus,” Bngaard said;
“was on injustice and racial bxga

“otry; her plan was to btuid a bet- -
ﬂter community.” -

“About 100 people gathered ;_

it Wednesday at Scutt Umted

P

" Staff photo hy WAH’ MANCN!‘ 4

remembered |

Methodzst Church for the memo-
rial service and reception for
. Williams, The Pasadena NAACP,
chapter presxdent from 1968 to

- 1983 and ] p!oneermg civil nghhs
| crusader died Aug 16 at 104.. -

" Williams' remains were cre-

t_ matedandherfamﬂywmm .

| them next to her late. hushand, ,
Ivmwn,atalaterdate e
“Some people die old at. 40 S
Hease ium to MEMDRIAU AS .

o
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MAURICE MORSE, who served in the
NAACP in Pasadena under Ruby
McKnight Williams, offers a warm greet-

MEMORIAL
Williams was
dignified, forceful

E:onﬂnued from Al

Bogaard said. “Others are
voung al 80. Ruby did better
than both of those; she died
volmg at 104.”

The Rev. Dr. George F.
Regas, pastor emeritus of All
Saints Episcopal Church,

noted Williams lived fmm :

1894:1998. But he said it's the
dash separating those dates —
what she did in the mterven-
ing " vears -—— that made
Williams special.

“We praise you for her
cam'age and her profound com-
mitment to the dignity of all
pepple,”” Regas said. ““This

world has more justice, is
more beautiful, more peaceful,
because she walked across it.”
The Rev. Anita Valles deliv-
ered the sermon and said

Williams was similar to Mary -

in the biblical story about
spending lavishly on cintment
to wash Christ's feet.

“Ruby.didn’t care what it
cost her to serve the public.
She saw a world with black,
white, brown and yellow peo-
ple, and that they could fune-
tion and live together as God's
equal children.”

Williams “gave life fo civil
rights, especially here in
Pasadena,” Maurice Morse, an
NAACP vice president under

‘Williams, said at a reception,

““She was there for the chil-

dren of the district when ‘they.

integrated the schools. She was
there on the city, fighting to
get jobs for black people. Mrs.

-~ Staff photo by WALT MANCINI

ing to William T. McKnight, 98, Williams’
brother, during the reception for memorl-
al services on Wednesday g

Williams was a great lady.”
Councilman Chris Holden

recalled that in 1977 his

Pasadena High School champi-

-onship basketball team went

on.a European tour, and
Williams invited members to
the NAACP office to congratu-
late them.

“She paid us a lot of comph
ments,” Holden said, “but she
also reminded us that life was
more than sports. She said life
was about serving the commu-
nity and helping those behind-
us. That stuck with me, and
I've lived by her credo.” -

Del Yarbrotigh, who worked

- with Williams at the NAACP,

said he récalls the dignified yet .
forceful way she took care of

_business.

“Because of that mgmty she *
was able to confront issues !
directly without eﬁ‘endmg peo-
ple,” he saxd -



2SN\ q-5—749

nother great ﬁ'&&dﬂrm ﬁght@r was
laid i@ rest. Her battle against injustice
and racial bigotry in Pasadena is well
documented. She lived to see some major
accomplishment but at the same time

there has been erosion of many of those

auhmwememts

: What monument will be erected in
her honor? She was one of the great

ladies of Pasadena, making it a much
better place for us all,

«_ The honorable Pasadena Mayor Bill
Bogaard spoke very passionately about

RMb} McKnight Williams' battles and

accomplishments,

Ruby McKnight Williams’ wwr@g led to
action and change. Mayor Bogaard
where will your wmrds lead a wry
divided city? The people are waiting,

Mowrovia
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- Parks study |
dedicated to

' local legend

L iy Janette Willame
< Starr Wrmen

ASADENA — Civil

" African-American women

s whose quiet struggles for

" eqguality left a Iasting imprint
- on therr own communities

* and beyond, were honored in
 ceremonies at City Hall

memory of Williams, who died
, In August at age 104, was

- unveiled in the Council -

" Chamber before an audience

of civic leaders, city officials

and friends of the former

- NAACP president.

. “What we are doing today

* 15 dedicated to two very

. strong, caring women, one

- who did most on the national

* level and one who did most on
- Councilwoman Joyce

- Streator.

~ Williams was working to

to Pasadenaand

% bring change

. the West Coast at the same

¢ time Parks made history by, .
- refusing to give up her seat to
¢ a white man and move to the
. back of the bus in
Montgomery, Alabama in

" 1855, Streator said. .
. Parks’ action touched off a
. bus boycott and laumehed the
© civil rights movement led by
3 the Rev. Martin Luther King

i

! “It’s very important; we
. need to know who put so

s mugch at risk — Rosa Parks
| was putting her life in jeop-
. ardy,” Streator said. “Ruby
. McKnight Williams chal-

- racism in our comimunity ...
* and the change benefited

every citizen”

Rasheed’s ina
~Hmitadediﬁand'22ﬂ is titled
. “Quiet Courage,” and shows
’Parksbckingmtabuswm

DDV BT e300

"I had the feeling this was
going to be a very important
piece,” Rasheed said before
Wednesday’s unveiling. “I had
a feeling doing this piece that
it would go into history.”

Oopmﬁ’which bear Parks’
autograph, already hang in
Boston City Hall, the
Montgomery Transit Center
in Alsbama and the Rosa
Parks Transit Center in
Liynwood, the city which com-

missioned the piece.

P3N [0-1-79

City Hall honors cml nghts leaders

Rashee said thereis also a
possibility that the image will
be used in a commemorative
stamp.

“This gives us the opporfu-
nity to show the universality
of the civil rights movement
in the 1950s,” Mayor Bill
Bogaard said before the
unveiling. “It's a wonderful
opportunity to spotlight two
civil rights pioneers.”

Councilman Chris Holden,
who was presented with one

Staff photo by WALT MANCINI

CITY COUNCILMAN Chris Holden, left, and congratulate artist Jameel Rasheed on
Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard, center, his portrait of Rosa Parks.

of the serigraphs on leaving
the mayor’s office in April,
said it “captured the essence”
of the two women and was a
testament to the human spirit
that drove them to do the right

g
“We all know there comes a
time when we say no! Enough
is enough. It's time to fight,”
Holden said. “Rosa Parks and
Ruby McKnight Williams pro-
vided leadership in a way not
many people are ahle to do.”
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Pasadena Heritage Oral History Project

Interview with:

Ruby McKnight Williams

by: Sharon E. Girdner

Pasadena, California

© 2001 by Pasadena Hevitage Oval Histony Praject
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RUBY McKNIGHT WILLIAMS

PREFACE

Ruby McKnight Williams, a staunch advocate of equal rights for African Americans,
paved the way for integration and civil rights in Pasadena. When she arrived in Pasadena
in 1930 from Topeka, Kansas, she encountered a segregated city where blacks could find
employment only in menial, low-paying positions and where discrimination was
widespread in nei ghborhoods, schools, restaurants, and recreational facilities. With quiet
determination and deep integrity, Ruby took action to make needed changes in Pasadena.
Beginning with seeking better employment opportunities for African American women
through a professional women’s employment bureau, Ruby dedicated her life to
promoting desegregation and 1mproving race relations. She was active in the NAACP for
more than fifty years, working with the organization and the community to advance equal
rights for African Americans. She was in the forefront of school desegregation battles in
Pasadena in the 1970s. Ruby served as Pasadena NAACP President for fifteen years
(1958-1959, 1969-1983) and as a NAACP National Youth Advisor for several years.

Ruby’s feisty spirit and strong principles emerge in the following interviews, conducted
by Sharon Girdner for the Pasadena Oral History Project. She was interviewed at the age
of 104 years in her home at 545 Westgate Street. Interviews took place on April 9, 1999
and May 6, 1999. Ruby McKnight Wilhams died a few months later on August 16, 1999

Transcription and editing of the tapes were done after her death. Editorial additions for
reasons of clarification and verification are indicated by [ ]. Newspaper clippings and

photographs of Williams are located in Appendix A and B after the interview.



Ruby McKnight Williams, July 18, 1999
Phetograph taken by Emina Darakjy.



