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12 August 2016

Mayor Terry Tornek and :

Members of the Pasadena City Counc11
100 North Garfield Avenue

Pasadena, California 91101

RE: The YWCA/Kimpton Hotel Project
Dear Mayor Tornek and Members of the Council:

I am writing in support of the staff recommendations for
‘approval of the Kimpton Hotel project and rehabilitation
and restoration of the Julia Morgan Building. Specifically,
I support Alternative 2A with the additional
recommendations approved by the Plannlng Commission on

13 July 2016. :

The Council's approvals will be a critically important step
forward in protecting the historic YWCA. I believe that the
YWCA/Klmpton Hotel Project will be an approprlate addltlon
to the Civic Center, to the surrounding downtown
nelghborhoods, and for the entire community.

The Bennett Plan .

The historic 1925 drawing of the Bennett Plan clearly
illustrates that the green spaces at the east ends of the
two Y buildings were planned to be ‘future building sites’.

During the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s, I had the.hbnor'and the
pleasure of serving on several Task Forces established by
the City of Pasadena to study the Civic Center area. Those
Task Forces reviewed the Bennett Plan and recognized that
buildings would be constructed in the future on the open
spaces at the east ends of both Y buildings.

If the Council wishes to‘regain some of the green space
that will be used for the new hotel building, it has been
suggested that the 12 parking spaces east of the YWCA be
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removed and replaced with landscaping' That would provide
additional green space in front of the Kimpton Hotel and .
enhance Centennial" Place

' The Robinson Memorial :
I support the architects’ most recent plans to increase the
landscaped area surrounding the Robinson. Memorial.

Sister City Garden .

The existing grove of trees is in a poor state. The design
for the grove needs to be studied, and dead trees removed.
and replaced with’ healthy trees. Such trees and landscaped:
areas throughout the Civic Center need to be properly
irrigated now and in the future. )

Des1gn1ng the New Building :

The Counc1l s approvals on Monday will be an important step
- forward, but our work is not finished All of us must
‘continue to work together and to direct our energies and
~our pa551ons ‘toward the de51gn of a superior new building -
one that is truly worthy of" being located in our famous and
‘historic .Civic Center and adjacent to our Julia Morgan
building :

I urge.that we leave the number of hotel rooms out of the
discussion for now - and to fodus, instead, on the design’
elements for the new building, which will be located across
the street from our renowned City Hall. Once we have the
-right,deSign massing, a more varied roofline for the
~building, the proper number of hotel rooms will become
clear. None of us want the new building to be too:large
and/or to overwhelm the historic Julia Morgan YWCA

”There are many other issues, which will need further
discussion. For example: '

* How . will the new hotel building connect with the Julia
Morgan building? :

* More study is needed for the design of the hotel
‘building as it rounds the corner of Union and Garfield.

* What is the appropriate height for the new facade along
Garfield and across from City Hall?

* More articulation should be considered for the new hotel
fagcade along Union Street.



Page three

* Might one lane of traffic aléng Marengo be femoved to
better. accommodate cars entering and ex1t1ng the main entry
of the hotel? ' : :

There are other questlons to be addressed and I look
forward to being a part .of these discussions w1th City
staff, commissioners, archltects, and the other interested
community~participants. '

In closing, I want to thank the City Council for 1ts
leadership in protecting the Julia Morgan Building. I am
_also very grateful to the plannlng staff - espec1ally Kevin
'Johnson, Leon White, David Krug, and David Reyes - for
their dedication and hard work to protect and to restore
~the Julia Morgan building. o '

,sinCerely?v
QLQ¢M3u.bD(é5b104g»d~

Claire W. Bogaard




- Jomsky, Mark = /

From: ' NRCHOMSKY@aol.com .

‘Sent: , Monday, August 15, 2016 4:10 PM

To: : C _ Jomsky, Mark
- Subject: . Council Meeting 8/15/2016 --Agenda ltem 10 -- YWCA/"Klmpton" Project

Attachments: KHP Partners Articles. pdf

August 15, 2016

Mayor Tornek and Councilmembers
c/o Pasadena City Clerk Mark Jomsky

RE: Councﬂ Meetlng 8/15/2016 --Agenda ltem 10 -- YWCA/“Klmpton" Pro;ect

The undersigned submits these personal comments, lncludlng the Attachment to this email, for
~inclusion in the Administrative Record. Also, please distribute to the Council.

1. The Garfleld facade as part of Alternative 2A is too massive, too taII and too close and intrusive to
Pasadena's iconic City Hall. Numerous sight lines will be blocked or disturbed. The AIternatlve 2A
“facade will overwhelm this side of City Hall, including creating a sense that the 2 buildings are =

: competmg and "fighting" with each other. The building contemplated by the Bennett Plan on this site
was set back to a significant degree and was a subservient building that respects the "dominance”

- and architectural dlstlnctlveness of City HaII

Further, the iconic Pasadena C|ty Hall is now a nationally recognized and protected historic
resource within a national reglster historic district. New construction is requrred by applicable laws,
regulations and pollcres to recognize and respect adjacent historic resources. As proposed,
Alternative 2A does not recognlze and respect the adjacent historic City Hall Rather it-overwhelms
and undermrnes |t

- ldo not belleve that the Council fully apprecnates what this new massive, tall building will look like'

- and how it will be experiénced in relatlonshlp to the historic City Hall. Thinking and imagining this
project in place and in "3D" is extremely difficult for all of us who are not trained in this type of
visualization. At the Planning Commission, comments were made that detailed digital, 360 degree
3D studies should be obtained and examined by all decision makers to ensure a full understanding of
the impacts of Alternative 2A as it faces City Hall, as well as ensuring a full understanding of the other .
possible Alternatives such as 2E. lurge you to contlnue this matter whlle such studies are completed
and rewewed -

Failure to fully study the massing impacts of AIternatlve 2A, including properly evaluatlng
Alternative 2A under and in light of all applicable Civic Center and governmental design rules,
~ ordinances, studies, guidelines, and policies so that all decision makers are provided with full
information before certifying the Environmental Impact Report renders the project Environmental -
Impact Report legally inadequate under CEQA, including, but not I|m|ted to, sections Land Use and
PIannlng, Historic Resources and Aesthetrcs :

2. PIannmg Commission Condition 1 (Staff Recommended Condition 23.) This
Condition appears illegal on its face as (unless approved by the "applicant") neither the Plannlng
Commission nor the Council has the power to delegate changing the setbacks of the Council
approved project to the Design Commission. The footprint of the project, including set backs, is fixed
before consideration by the Design Commission. Further, Condition 23 directly contradicts Condition -
13, a correct apphcatlon of the fixed footprlnt rules. Please cIarlfy these contradlctory Conditions.

. . 08/15/2016
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Also, it appears to me that this matter should be returned to the Planning Commission where it was
~ ‘approved by 1 vote. It appeared at the very late-hour when the vote was taken that the deciding vote
was obtained by Staff's "approval" of Planning Condition 1 (Staff Condition 23), a condition that .
appears to be ineffective, if not illegal. ' ) : '

3. The "Applicant"; Project Description; Project Developer. The Staff Report on Page 3 indicates that
‘the "Applicant" is Kimption Hotel and Restaurant Group, LLC. In fact, as stated on at the top of Page
6, Kimpton Hotel and Retaurant Group, LLC and its successor in interest, International Hotel Group,
appear no longer to have any interest or involvement in the "Kimpton" project on the site. The project |
~ appears to.be now owned and controlled by KHP Capital Partners whose business plan is to develop
" a hotel with investor money, pay themselves fees and salaries, maybe or maybe not put a "Kimpton"
on the site, and maybe or maybe not employ Kimpton Management Company to run the
hotel. Please see the attached Articles on KHP and its relationship to Kimpton, the "Y" project, and-
its business plan. Most importantly, KHP may have only minimal financial strength compared to the

original "applicant", Kimpton Hotel and restaurant Group. '

Over and.over again, the staff and City have promised the community that "Kimpton"; with its
strong financial strength, will save the "Y" and develop the site, and all of us in the community should
accept the project's impacts to ensure a financially successful project. This argument appears no
longer to be valid. KHP is, in effect, a start-up, is not necessarily financially strong on its own. The
fact that several individuals are still involved is not sufficient strength to justify risking the integrity of
the Civic Center national register district. o ’ '

, Further, the fact that this project has somehow found itself "transferred" to KHP Partners renders
the Environmental Impact Report incorrect, incomplete and legally inadequate. The entire EIR
appears based on the representation that this project is a Kimpton.Hotel and Restaurant Group LLC
project. The Project Description is not correct and is inadequate. Mitigations suggested for the
Kimpton company may not be reasonable and feasible for KHP." KHP impacts may be so significant
that they cannot be mitigated below thresholds of significance, and, therefore, Statements of - )
Overriding Consideration may be required, including full financial analyses of the KHP project as
opposed to the Kimpton project. Further, it appears that the required Findings are all based on the-
prior Kimpton project and not the current project. See, for example, Finding 50. o ‘

Conclusion: this project EIR should.not be certified and entitlements approved without further
study and analyses of the current applicable business structure. and all the significant impacts of
project Alternative 2A, and, without remanding the project and the EIR back to the Planning
.Commission for consideration under correct City laws and rules as to the project's footprint and set
backs. ~ ' : ' ‘ :

Nina Chomsky
1500 Lancashire St.
Pasadena, CA 91103
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Choosing, then following, a career path is a daunting task. It helps when you have astute people by your side. For Mike Depatie, that person was Jack DeBoer, a giant
in the hotel industry, aften credited with inventing the extended-stay segment through his founding of Residence Inn, summerfield Suites and Candlewood Suites. )
DeBoer asa mientor, teaching the ins and outs of hospitality, islike having Dr. } instruct on the-art of the.dunk, Viadimir Horowitz illustrate finger placement on-a
piano, Henry Clay explain the finer points of compromise: it doesn't get much better. i ’

It's where Depatie's story began and ultimately where it fed to: Depatie is.the currentmanaging partner of KHP Capital Partners, a San Francisco-based real estate
private equity firm, focused on investments in boutique and independent hotels. In the preceding years, Depatie was CEO' of Kimpton Hotels, a position-he held for
nine years. . : . : '

And, like many stories, Dépatie’s association with DeBoer was one of serendipity: Both are from Kalamazoo, Mich. It pays to be a Midwest boy.

 After graduating Harvard Businéss School in 1983, Depatie got.a job With Dallas-based real estate development, investment and operations company Trammell
Crow-Company; Hg'd'be there a year.

"l got a-call from Jack saying, We need a €FO to help us arrange financing; would yotr-come to Wichita?” Bepatie said. The need was for Residence Inn, which DeBoer
‘foundgd in 1975. How can anyone turn. down jack DeBoer? Depatie took the job, and moved to-Wichita to help the fledgling company with seven-hotels. Three years
later it woutd have some 100 hotels and be seld to Marriott tnternational. “It's how | got into the business,” Depatie said. '

Aguestroom at the Hotel ionace Phifadelphia, which s part of Kimpton Hotels, compony KHP'S Mike Depatie was with for imare thain 10 yeors.

A Meteoric Rise -

From there, Depatie would help with other DeBoer ventures, co-founding Summerfield Suites, which was evenituaily sold to Hyatt Hotels Corp. Hé later became CFO
of La Quints inns & Suites, and held other CFO positions with varying companies. That's until 2003, when Depatie joined the pio‘nee_ring boutigue brand, Kimpton
Hotels & Restaurants, founded by another hospitality icon, Bill Kimpton, in 1981. ' o

There, he ascended to.CEO, and was at the helm when, in December 2014, InterContinental Hotels Group-acquired Kimpton for $430 million. The sale was driven by
Depatie and received considerablé bids from-both U.5. and international suitors. Uliimataly, IHG won-out, and while Depatie is adamant that Kimpton was to be sold
to the highest bidder, he is happy tHG prevailed inthe end. “We thought, in time, it would be helpful for Kimpton to be affiliated with-a larger:brand,” Dépatie said.
IHG's ownership-of Kimpton would also help Depatie with his nextact. ) ' ’

Subsequent to the Ki mptori sale, Dépatie stepped down as CEO to lead-KHP Capital Parthers, with roots that stretch back to 2004 when it was the real estate arm of
* Kimpton, Post Kimpton sale, it was spun off as a separate company and is ‘owned by Depatie and former Kimpton executives, including Joe Lbong and Ben Rowe.

Leaving Kimpton as CEQ was bittersweet for Depatie. “In a lot of ways, it's better, because it's simpler and-whenyou are the owner, and not the brand, there are less
canflicts of interest,” Depatie sald of his current station. He does, however, missthe scale of Kimpton, as-he putit. *{ like 1o grow and-hire people and watch them

http:llwww.hotélm anqgementnetlown/khp-capital—partners-rhike-depatie—his—move—from-kimpton—and—how-he:s—a—vélue’-add—guy ‘ AUQusi'14. 2016
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grow.” '
It's no surprise, then, that his proudest accomplishment at Kimpton had nothing to do with RevPAR or revenues. No, it was the fact that Kirnpton was seven times

named by Fortune as one of the “100 Best Places to Work,” and that Kimpton, in 2013 and 2014, was ranked No. 1 byj.D. Power in guest satisfaction in the upper-
-upscale segment. “As a hotel brand CEO, it doesn't get much better than that," Depatie proudly said.

= - S LT
The bulk of KHP's portfolio is composed of Kimpton p gem'es,.like the Hqtel Palomar San.Diggo, here.

Owning, Mot Operating

Today, instead of running a 62-hotel company with 9,000 employees, itis 19 hotels owned or under deveiopment—the bulk of which are Kimpton hotels—and 18
employees, To date, KHP has raised four institutional funds totaling $772 million in committed equity capital. Its tatest fund has $210 million of pledged capital.

KHP's structure Is nat heavily equity driven, which is to say it puts the sweat in off the back of athers’ money. KHP's business, according to-Depatie, works with
institutional investors, who put up roughly 98 percent of the capital. KHP then pays its investors a preferred return on their investment and then splits the profits
80720. It is also paid a fund-management fee for finding and/or-developing the hotels, administering the funds and asset-managing the hotels. it also gets paid fees
for any hotels it develops or redevelop. ' .

KHP is the largest owner of Kimpton properties. Twelve of its hotels that are currently open and operating are Kimptons, with five more on the way. Two others, the
Hiltan Key Largo (Fla.) and DoubleTree in Washington, D.C., are currently being recapitalized and will re-emerge under Hilton Worldwide's Curic Collection.

That's where a hotel company like IHG pays dividends. Its size and breadth opens up Kimpton hotels to new travelers, particularly international travelers, who may
not have known the Kimpton brand before. More guests, more revenue. "As the largest owner of Kimpton properties, we wanted to land someplace where someone
could expand it internationally, and bring brand strength,” Depatie said. : :

¢

hﬁlewww.hotelmanagement.neﬂownlkhp-capital-parthers;mike-depatiehis,—movefrom-kimp!on-and-mw-hes~a-value-add-guy Au{;ust 14, 2016
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If it’s Broke—Fix It

Though KHP's structure is sturdy, its strategy can be characterized as one based on breakage. KHP's expertise lies in finding underperforming assets, then
recapitalizing and repositioning them, "We buy stuff that's broken typically, fix it up, stabilize it, reafize the value, then sell,” Depatie said. To that end, adaptive-use
projects—acquiring an office building or other asset class and converting it into a hotel—have become more and more part of KHP’s game plan.

Consider a yet-to-be-narned hotel project in.Pasadena, Calif, KHP is currently working through the city entilement process o redevelop the julia Morgan-designed
YWCA building, adjacent to Pasadena City Hall {(which you may be familiar with: It regularly doubled as Pawnee City Hall on the popular NBC series “Parks and
Recreation”), into a 176-room hotel. As Depatie told it, part of the project will be the adaptive reuse of the YWCA and part will be the addition of a new-build rooms
tower. ' :

There, too, is The Kimpton Gray, a 293-key adaptive reuse of Chicago's New York Life Insurance Building, which dates back to 1894. The hotel is expected to open in
the fall. : : "

“We are valuie-add guys,” Depatie said. “We buy good assets, in good markets, belov replacement cost and at low leverage. We are not interested in putting projects
in place at replacement cost. That strategy works.” (He added that KHP can do new-builds with up to 25 percent of its latest fund.)

~

it's also the reason why KHP hasn't hiad to contend much with the likes of foreign capital, which has been ravensus of late for hospitality-related U.S. assets. "They
are buying things that are stabilized, and skew more luxury,” Depatie said. Stll, he befieves that foreign appetite for U.S. assets should only increase, due, in part, to
recent changes to the Foreign Investment in Real Proberty Tax Act. Among other changes, it exempts foreign pension funds from FIRPTA tax and withholding. This
exemption further applies in the case where a foreign pension fund indirectly holds a U.S. real property interest. Remaving this tax barrier gives impetus for foreign
penston funds o invest in U.S. real estate.

“We will see more money want to get into the U.S.” Depatie said. “The herd mentality happens with institutions.”

Nevertheless, Depatie isn't blind to the worries many—primarily owners—feel. For instance, he said, "More supply worries me,” as does the impact of Airbnb, which,
he admitted, is inducing some new demand.

He also doesn't underestimate the mighty force thatis online trave! agencies, which he referred to as “frenemies.” While he said that commission rates may come
down, there's actually a misconception. “They may come down, but the OTAs now have more business than ever, more market share.” | '

Dulling their power was a primary motivation for Marriott {nternational’s acquisition of Starwoed Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Depatie added. Still, he is unbowed.
“We are later in the cycle,” he said, “but the fat lady has not sung yet.”

if or when she croons, Depatie is confident that his business and KHP's strategids will endure (he is resolute that KHP has more development expertise than anyone
doing boutique). The success and attraction of boutique, lifestylé and independent hotels isn't going away anytime soon. As Depatie noted, “There are many people

http‘leww.hotelmanggementneﬂwmkhp-capital-panners;mikefdepaﬁ&ms-mweﬁom-kimptomand-how-he-s-a-value—add-guy August 14,2016
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interested in the space, more people building and investing since there is demand for it—they think they now 2 great designef who could dothis, or a great chef

- who could do that. But there's a whole science to it, and there are those who do it well, and those that don't.”

. v

Read more on - Development, Boutigue Hotels, Real Estate, Mike Depatie, KHP Capital Partners, Kimpten Hotéls
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DEVELOPMENTS

| Llfe After Klmpton° ‘Mike Depatle Is
Now Running Real Estate Business
By CRAIG KARMIN "’
Jan 28 20157:30 am ET

L -

- T O

Guestroom in Hotel Monaco in Phlladeiphla whtch is owned by KHP Capital Partners
CRIS MOLINA : :

The former chief executive of Kimpton Hotels is moving full-time into the real estate
bus'i'ne,ss,.' . - | |

, Mlke Depatle stepped downas m“fn" ‘e CROaftar IntorCon mm*al Hotels Group
agreed last month to acquir ' %ﬁggfgﬁghe - pverseeinga real
estate investment business Turnaround Year for First- 1t hotels.

Time Home Buyers" : -

Mr. Depatle s new firm was launched 1n 2004 by Kimpton’s parent company to buy or

" build hotels for the boutique brand to manage with funds raised from investors. It owns
16 Klmpton hotels with a combined value of $540 million and has mvested in five more
propertles under development from Hollywood to Chlcago.

hitp//blogs.wsj. comldevelopmerﬂslzm5/01/28mfe-after—klmpton—m|ke-depaﬂe—|s-now -running-real- estat&busmessl - August 14, 2016
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" Now called KHP Capltal Partners, the firm is being spun off from Klmpton asa separate
company and is owned by Mr. Depatie and other former Kimpton executives It W111
| continue to invest for Kimpton, but it will also invest in hotels for other bouthue

'operators mcludmg brands run by large chams hke Hllton and Marriott Internatlonal

The tlmlng looks good The hfestyle segment Wh1ch focuses on Ingh-de31gn and appeals

-to younger travelers, is in the sweet spot of the hospitality market. Several new brands
_are angling for investment. |

“W e thlnk those hotels offer the most opportunlty nght now,” M. Depatle says.

KHP Capital Partners is expected to begm ra1smg a new hotel fund sometime this year,
say people famlhar‘w.lth the firm’s strategy.

Share this: ‘hﬁp':/loh.wstcornl1‘2Vinhé3 -
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N
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From: 80 N Raymond HOA <80.n.raymond.hea@gmail.com>
Sent: ' Monday, August 15, 2016 4:41 PM
To: Gordo, Victor; Hampton, Tyron; Madison, Steve; Masuda, Gene; McAustin, Margaret;

Tornek, Terry; awilson@rexter.com; Kennedy, John; cityclerk;
‘ action@savepasadenaciviccenter.org; dpnalist@gmail.com -
Subject: YWCA/Limpton Hotel

Hello,

We the 22 homeowners of the’'80 N Raymond HOA support DPNA's opinion of this project:

Our First Priority is the Civic Center.

We will not settIVeAfor a project that sells off the public parkland.

The YWCA is an important historic resource but.it is secondary f:d the the Ci\)ic Center as a whole.
We sﬁould not sacrifice the integrity of the Civic Center (as "2A" does) to rehabilitate the YWCA.

The integrity of the Civic Center depends on the garden setting that the parkland provides, and it depends on not placing
the REAR END of a 5 or 6-story hotel directly facmg City Hall!

Let's preserve both the YWCA and the integrity of the Civic CenterI
"2E" is a better alternative.

Will

Will Sera

80 N Raymond HOA
626-298-4577

. { ~ 08/15/2016
' | ltem 10




Martinez, Ruben - . - o : ‘ '

Subject: , ’ FW: DPNA letter + Facebook comments - YWCA / Kimpton Hotel
Attachments: ' Letter tofCity Council Kimpton FEIR Surplus Variances.pdf; ATT00001.htm

f

From: Jonathan Edewards <jedewardS@ omail.com>
Subject: DPNA letter + Facebook comments "YWCA / Kimpton Hotel
Date August 15, 2016 at 4 01:47 PMPDT -

- Please find attached a letter on behalf of the DPNA. Included 1sa record of the 16,143 1 1mpressmns reacttons and
comments that the DPNA received on one of its Facebook posts regarding the Kimpton Hotel pro. Ject

That Facebook post directed viewers to the excellent column by Larry thson published by the Pasadena Star news
~on 8/9/16.T m sure you' ve read that column, but if not, it is available

at:http://www.pasadenastarnews. com/opinion/20160809/hotel-proposed-for-pasadena-ywea-is- no-bouthue larry

- wilsonand is pasted below.

Please see 'attached.'

Jonathan Edewards ODOWNTOWN PASADENA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

WWW. downtownpasadena org

Hotel proposed for Pasadena YWCA is no
bouthue° Larry WllSOIl

_Julia Morgan's Pasadena YWCA. (Photo by Walt Mancini/Staff Photographer)

By Larry Wilson, Pasadena Star-News

POSTED: 08/09/16, 2:58 PM PDT | UPDATED: 5 DAYS AGO
0 COMMENTS

It was more than three years ago that our headlme read “Historic YWCA building to become a boutique hotel”
above a story by the late, great. Janette Williams.

I was one of those who, long concerned about the fate of the fabulous Julia Morgan-designed: building, which had
long been in disrepair since the YW sold it in 1996, thought that the deal sounded like a pretty good one. Adaptive

reuse is often the best solutlon for buildings in our historie downtowns. The priorities of the YW had changed, and it -

1 - [ 08/15/2016
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no longer needed that kind of space — though I had loved the way that even in its later years, when young single-
women no longer booked the upstairs rooms, they had been rented out to local artists like my friend and former
Star-News columnist D.G. Fulford for a painting studio, or to Doo Dah Parade founder Peter Apanel as an office for
his enterprises. '

But then skeptical friends started to ask better questions than I had. They first pointed out that the preliminary
plans submitted by upscale Kimpton Hotels by no means even suited the definition of a boutique hotel, which
typically have between 10 and 100 rooms. The San Francisco-based company was talking about 150 rooms right
from the get-go. Nothing boutique about that size. That’s just a hotel. :

And then, rather than stick to the footprint of the now taxpayer-owned property after City Hall bought it through
eminent domain after the years of disuse, the developer was, as.ever, moaning about how the hotel just wasn’t going
to pencil out economically unless it got more land on which to build.

Now, look. I have good friends who are developers. Without them, we’d be camping out. But after three decades of
covering development issues at Pasadena City Hall, I have never heard a developer say that any deal as originally
conceived could ever pencil out without an additional bump: More land, for free. Lower price. Something. Anything,
It is such a standard tactic in what they see as the art of the deal that they are programmed to say, “Doesn’t pencil
out.” : ' I '

/

I don’t believe it for a second. There is no reason to. But I am also not surprised when a developer says what he has
to say. Some kind of compromise is always what is sought in the end. ' :

1

What the city did, instead of saying; “Let’s 'ﬁgure out how to make it work on the land we’ve got for development,” .
was to offer to let the hotel go east into the tiny park space across from City Hall that includes some lawn and trees
and the monuments to Jackie and Mack Robinson. o

I agree with those who note it is not park space that is greatly “used,” in the sense of folks laying out a picnic blanket
there and bringing the family or having a softball game. It’s a tiny pocket park. And there are others who cynically
note that the only people who do ever sit down in the park are homeless. Except for lawn bowlers and dog walkers .
from the Humane Society, you cotld almost say the same thing about Central Park south of Old Pasadena, and no
one ever suggests that selling it for hotel development would be a good thing. :

|

The point of open space in our gorgeous Civic Center is not that it must be used in the ordinary sense of the word.
The very fact of it being there — visually, spiritually — changes our experience of the downtown. It provides a
freedom from mere buildings. It makes for a precious view corridor. It is eye candy for the viewer who needs a sweet.

With the issue at City Council Monday, people who know more thanIdo about the Civic Center and the right way to
go on this will be speaking out. Architectural historian Ann Scheid has penned an op-ed for this Sunday’s pages, as
former city development official Marsha Rood did a few months ago. I want a cool hotel on the YW site. I just believe
it shouldn’t be too big for its britches, and should respect the beautiful bones of Julia Morgan. "

Write the public editor at lwilson@scng.com.




YWCA/Kimpton Hotel Project Final EIR; Surplus Land designation

626-539-3762
DPNAlist@gmail.com

Monday, August 15, 2016
DOWNTOWN
PASADENA
NEIGHBORHOOD Mayor and members of the City Council
ASSOCIATION City of Pasadena
‘ 175 N. Garfield Avenue
" Pasadena, CA 91101
P.O. Box 967 :
Pasadena, CA 91102 Dear Mayor Tornek & City Council, '

_ We reiterate our comment letter submitted a month ago to the Planning Commission and re'printéd in
Officers and your “Attachment O” of the Staff Report dated Aug 15th. We believe that the comments in that letter

Board of Directors: are still relevant, as are the prior comments going back as far as July 2013.
elected 09/17/2015 : ‘ '

Jonathan Edewards, COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DPNA’S FACEBOOK POST:

Presiden’f
Marsha Rood, In addition, we submit the new comments that we have collected on the DPNA’s Facebook page:
Vice President N I

Pat Roughan, L
Vice President
Qrys Cunningham,
Secretary

Fried Wilson,
Treasurer

Joao Huang-Anacleto
Barbara Bell '
Marilyn Buchanan
Christine Fedukowski
Greg Gunther

Wesley Reutimann

_ Mitchell Tsai

Brian Wallace
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DOWNTOWN
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NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

‘P.O. Box 967
Pasadena, CA 91102
626-539-3762
DPNAlist@gmail.com

Officers and
Board of Directprs:
elected 09/17/2015

Jonathan Edewards, |
President

‘Marsha Rood, )

Vice President

Pat Roughan,

Vice President
_Qrys Cunningham,
Secretary

Fried. Wilson,
Treasurer

Joao Huang-Anacleto
‘Barbara Bell

Marilyn Buchanan |
Christine Fedukowski-
Greg Gunther

Wesley Reutimann
Mitchell Tsai

Brian Wallace
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YWCA/Kimp’ron Hotel Project Final EIR; Surplus Land designoﬁon

pre—

The DPNA requests that you (1) not certify the FEIR;
(2) not make the findings necessary to declare the
City-owned public parklands along N. Garfield
Avenue and Holly Street surplus property; (3) not
make the findings necessary for a variance to permit
the grouhd:ﬂoor ceiling height be reduced to 9 feet
from 15 feet; (4) not approve the Alternative 2A
design study in Attachment N of the staff report; and
(5) approve Alternative 2E identified in the DEIR as
the preferred alternative for design study.

DPNA’S RECOMMENDA‘I;ION_ REGARDING ITS
PREFERRED PROJECT:

The DPNA supports Design Alternative “2E” the
“Environmentally Superior Alternative” as described
“in the DEIR. This Design Alternative preserves the
_public parklands, rehabilitates the historic YWCA
building, and includes 'a new hotel "addition
compatible in design and scale with the YWCA
building, City Hall, the Pasadena Robinson Memorial,
and the Civic Center gérden-like setting. Given the
inadequate and flawed FEIR, the City must select this
Environmentally Superior Alternative or adopt a
* Statement of Overriding Considerations if it approves
the proposed Project, with the necessary findings
supported and documented by substantial evidence.

In support.of our recommendations, we pass along
‘the following citizen comments.

Sincerely,

dewdrds, President
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Downtown Pasadena Neighborhood Association

July 13,2016 www.downtbwnpasédena.org



Downtown Pasadena Neighborhood Association N
Published by Jonathan Edewards {?- 9 August at 18:49 - &3

This Monday night Aug 15th City Council will vote on a plan by the City
Manager (with the misguided complicity of Pasadena Heritage!) to declare
the parkland across from City Hall as "surplus" and turn it over to a private
developef to build-a 180-room hotel. Please email your City Councilperson
to urge them to vote for Alternative "2E" (107 rooms) which preserves the
parkland and the Sister City Trees, or ask them to start over and ask
Pasadena citizens what 1f"‘ihey* envision for that land.

Hotel proposed for Pasadena YWCA
Larry Wilson

It was more than three years.ago that our headline read “Historic YWCA building to ‘
become a boutique hotel” above a story by the late, great Janette Williams. )

WWW.PASADENASTARNEWS.COM
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Martinez, Ruben, : . ) ' . |

F»r‘o_m: Catherine Dillavou <kittydillavod@gm.ail.com>
Sent: . Monday, August 15, 2016 4:54 PM
To: Gordo, Victor; Hampton, Tyron; Madison, Steve; Masuda, Gene; McAustln Margaret;

- Tornek, Terry; awilson@rexter.com; Kennedy, John; cityclerk;
' action@savepasadenaciviccenter.org; dpnalist@gmail.com
Subject: _ YWCA / Kimpton Hotel

Follow Up Flag: . Follow up
. Flag Status: Completed

‘Our First Priority is the Civic Center.

We will not settle for a project that sells off the public parkland.

The 'YWCA is an important historic resource put it is secondary to the the Civic Center-as a whole.
We should not sacriﬁce the integrity of the Civic Center (as "2A" does) to rehabilitate the YWCA.

The integrity of the Civic Center depends on the garden setting that the parkland prov1des and it depends on not
placing the REAR END of a 5 or 6-story hotel directly facing City Hall! :

Let's preserve both the YWCA and the integrity of the Civic Center!

"2E" is a better alternative. ‘

For those of us who have lived in Pasadena for nearly 70 years, we do not want to see one more hotel or
unattractive building go up! Please save the integrity of this beautiful city and think of the C1ty first and the
money a hotel will generate last!

When will this development stop?

Have some pride in our C1ty rather than rushing to next development to bring money to city coffers'

, - ] 08/15/2016
' | Item 10




Martinez, Ruben

- From: ' Marilyn Buchanan. <marilyn@ajbente'rfprises com>

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 5:35 PM

To: o Tornek, Terry; Hampton, Tyron; McAustin, Margaret; JothKenney@atyofpasadena net;
' © Masuda, Gene; Gordo, Victor; Madison, Steve; Wilson, Andy

Cc: - ' cityclerk; actlon@savepasadenacwlccenter org

Subject: YWCA/Kimpton Hotel'proposal

TO: Mayor Tornek and all City Council Members:
I'm sure that you will have a very hard decision to make this evening. Do you vote to bring in more revenue to the City
-of Pasadena, or do you keep the principles upon which our City was designed and maintained over all of these years. If
the developer of the Kimpton Hotel is not able to design and build a unique hotel experience, within the footprint of the
Julia Morgan YWCA, than I'm afraid that the City has been maneuvered into a situation that is untenable. Rather than
enhance the existing buildings and bring back the richness of the Julia Morgan Design the Kimpton Group has just added
-a regular business box-like hotel with no visual artistic quality, no richness in the design-fabric, it looks like any hotel at
_ any location. In addition the four story east end cuts off the park area and dlmlnlshes the visual impact of the City Hall
and the Civic Center ‘

It seems a real shame that this project has gone t'his{ far without prbper guidance. This project, as currently designed, is
an embarrassment to the City of Pasadena.’ If there is a having grace, then perhaps you should be looking at the Model

2E which allows the Clty of Pasadena to maintain the Civic Center and with the de5|gn prmaples that has guuded SO many ‘

other pro;ects :
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Marilyn and Gene Buchanan

o . 08/15/2016

. Iltem 10



7 August 2016

Mayor Terry Tornek and Council Members
100 N. Garfield Avenue, Room S228, P.O. Box 7115
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 ’ ‘

Dear Mayor Tornek and Council Membersﬁ

As a 36-year resident of Pasadena who cares deeply about the quality of life'and historical
" integrity of our lovely city, | write to oppose approval of the construction of a 6-story
hotel section at the back of the existing YWCA building. The density of Pasadena
development in recent years is already exceeding tolerable levels, adding both trafficand . -
its accompanying particulate matter air pollution. To approve such a structure would also
destroy a beautiful park area that currently helps provide a buffer around City Hall that
ensures clear site lines of this beautiful historic building, one of the most admired symbols
of Pasadena. The Civic Center also needs open space to maintain the amount of space

- essential to public gatherings, as well as the ability of citizens and visitors to enjoy
‘spectacular views of City Hall. Parks are at a premium and help reduce pollution, :
something we need more, not less of--given Pasadena is in the 40% most polluted area of
Los Angeles County, we can’t afford to continue to destroy parks and increase density.

If the YWCA project can’t be completed without this additional 6-story section, then so be
~ it--a smaller proLect is more in keeping with the site and existing structure and should be
championed rather than.give in to developers demands. _ _ _

PLEASE oppose this dual harm addition--destrbyin a valuable park and adding density
that will only diminish the beauty of City Hall and the current proportionality of existing -
open space around it. "

Thank you for doing the right thing and voting to oppose this structural add on!
~ Charles L Hilliard

Charles L. Hilliard, PhD
490 South Arroyo Bivd.
Pasadena, CA 91105

08/15/2016-:
) » . v I—_tem‘__l;oiﬁf\;’_/,_: _



Morales, _Mago

From: City. of Pasadena | District 2 <pasadenawpsmtp@gmail.com>

Sent: . Monday, August 15, 2016 5:46 PM
To: : McAustin, Margaret
Cc: - Morales, Margo

Subject: Contact Request from Website

Name : jill polsby

Phone: 6267996125

Email:’ polsby@vyahoo.com

Message: x

Please vote against the YMCA plan to take over the wonderful wonderful, last existing open space around the Clty Hall.
We need some beauty, we rieed some open space - we do-NOT need another hotel or apartment house, especnally

~ around the City'Hall. Please vote NO!!! :

Submitted.from: 99.50.239.144

User Information
IP-Address: 99.59.239.144
User-Agent (Browser/0S): Google Chrome 52. 0 2743.116 / 0sS X

Referrer: http://ww5.cityofpasadena. net[d:stnth[contact[

' 08/15/2016
" Item 10 .



Morales, Margo

From: o cwstockwell <cwstockwell@yahoo.'com>"_

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 5:47 PM

To: Morales, Margo o

Subject: please tell margaret mcaustin to vote NO on any building of hotels or apartments around the
City Hall ‘ ‘

Please vote against the YMCA plan to take over the wdnderful, wonderful, last existing open space around the City Hall.
We need some beauty, we need some open space - we do NOT need another hotel or apartment house, especially
around the City Hall. Please vote NO!!! '

| | 08/15/2016
1 Item 10



