
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: January 27, 2014 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 8, CHAPTER 8.62, CONSTRUCTION AND 
DEMOLITION WASTE MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE, TO REFLECT CHANGES IN 
STATE REQUIREMENTS AND CITY GOALS. 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 8, CHAPTER 8.62, CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION 
WASTE MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE, TO REFLECT CHANGES IN STATE 
REQUIREMENTS AND CITY GOALS. 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

At its meeting on October 28, 2013, the City Council directed the City Attorney's Office to draft 
this ordinance as requested by the Department of Public Works. This Ordinance is required to 
comply with recent changes to the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen), 
administered by the California Building Standards Commission, which went into effect January 
1, 2014. Requisite changes include lowering the square footage thresholds for applicable 
construction and demolition projects and expanding the scope of the ordinance to include 
residential remodeling projects. Also, to support the 75% waste diversion initiative of the State's 
AB 341, effective July 1, 2012, as well as the City's Zero Waste Goals, the waste diversion 
requirement needs to be raised to 75%. Other procedural changes needed to update the 
ordinance include: correcting omissions from the original ordinance; clarifying definitions and 
requirements; making deadlines stated in the ordinance more practical; and providing for the 
development of administrative rules and regulations. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

New state requirements necessitate changes to the applicable project thresholds specified by the 
Construction and Demolition Waste Management Ordinance. Additionally, to support the 75% 
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waste diversion initiative of the State's AB 341, effective July 1, 2012, and the City's Zero 
Waste goals, the Department of Public Works recommends the project waste diversion 
requirement be increased to 75%. Finally, since the ordinance has not been revised since its 
adoption in 2002, a general update is needed to clarify program requirements, increase the 
program's effectiveness, and streamline ordinance administration 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

Adoption of the ordinance will increase the number of building projects required to recycle 
construction and demolition debris. As a result, staff of the Permit Division of the Department of 
Planning and Community Development will need to provide more education and assistance to 
permit applicants during the plan check process. The Department of Finance will also receive 
and process more deposits and refunds with the additional number of building projects covered 
by the ordinance. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The fiscal impacts associated with adoption of this Ordinance are estimated to be an additional 
permit revenue of approximately $30,000 annually in non-refundable administrative fees which 
will offset a portion of the additional staff time spent administering the ordinance. Amendments 
to the Adopted FY 2014 General Fee Schedule will be presented to the City Council for approval 
later in the year. 
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