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Dear Council Members and Representatives of the City of the Pasadena,

We are asking for funding for El Centro de Accion Social's youth education program to be
funded by Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.

The City of Pasadena has stated that youth are a priority - therefore, we are asking the City of
Pasadena (Human Services Commission) to approve funding for El Centro's Youth Education
Program. The City of Pasadena (Human S.ervices Commision) has stated that $25,000 will be

allocated towards our senior citizen program.,

However, we need funding to be able to continue offering after school programs at Jefferson
Elementary School, Washington Middle School, John Muir High School, and a great Summer
School in the Park program. The Human Service Commission members should visit our
programs to see how effective they are. Reading 100 page proposals sometimes does not convey
the urgency and need of such programs. Like the phrase says “out of sight — out of mind.” That is
why we are here appealing the recommendation made by the Human Services Commission not to

fund the El Centro de Accion Social Youth Education program.

This is a very important issue that does impact our Latino and non-Latino communities. Our
programs are ethnically diverse. '

We offer effective programs that benefit our youth to graduate from high school and go to a
college or university. Also, through our senior citizen program, our seniors maintain a healthy

lifestyle and live longer.

The City of Pasadena needs to support non-profits in these tough economic times and not cut
funding. Partnerships and collaboration are key to succeed as a community. Non-profits serve as
a safety valve in our society. We need the City of Pasadena to support long-standing, local non-
profits that are doing effective work with a lean budget and lean staff. Cutting funding only
decreases El Centro’s capability to help over 200 low income youth. Our job is to help our youth
to graduate from high school and to succeed in life. Ultimately, it is the poor income youth and
senior citizens that will suffer if the City of Pasadena does not fund the El Centro Youth :

Education Programs.

Please visit our web site to obtain more information, in relation to our programs:
www.elcentropasadena.org or feel free to visit our programs.

We are parents, students, community members who benefit and support El Centro de Accion
Social. We your leadership and support by approving $25,000 for El Centro's Youth Education
Program and $25,000 for the senior citizen program. Otherwise, many families will hurting
without the help from El Centro de Accion Social and the City of Pasadena.

Sincerely,

Jefferson Elementary Parents
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