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December 12, 2011 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

THROUGH: Legislative Policy Committee (December 6, 2011) 

FROM: Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: 2012 FEDERAL & STATE LEGISLATIVE PLATFORMS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the Federal Legislative Platform and 
the State Legislative Platform for 2012. 

BACKGROUND: 

In conjunction with the City's lobbyists CapitaiEdge (Federal) and Emanuels Jones and 
Associates (State), staff prepares federal and state legislative platforms annually that 
become the foundation for focused advocacy strategies with the respective government 
entities. Each platform outlines the City's positions on a range of current issues and 
provides staff and the lobbyists with direction to pursue advocacy on these matters. 

The City of Pasadena 2012 Federal Platform (Attachment A) includes requests and or 
reauthorizations in areas outlining specific community needs and describes the City's 
support of or opposition on other areas of interest. The 2012 requests are: 

A. Specific Community Needs- It is expected that in 2012, Congress will continue 
its current moratorium on earmarks. As a result, it is recommended that the City 
present the congressional delegation with a list of community priorities that could be 
funded by any appropriate vehicle - be it the congressional appropriations process, 
competitive grants, or any other distribution of federal discretionary spending. 

• Emergency Operations Center 
• Robinson Park Rehabilitation and Renovations. 
• Clean Fuel Bus Purchases 
• Smart Grid Study 
• Rose Bowl Renovations 
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• Healthy Pasadena 
• Seismic Upgrades to Fire Facilities 

B. Surface Transportation Reauthorization - These are projects that would be 
included in the multi-year reauthorization of federal surface transportation programs 
(2005 SAFETEA-LU law) that expired in September 2009 which has been extended in a 
series of short-term measures since then. 

• Bridge Repair 
• Intelligent Transportation System Improvements 

C. Water Resource Development Act - Projects that would be included in the Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA), which authorizes flood control, navigation, and 
other water-related projects. WRDA bills are traditionally considered by Congress every 
two years, but Congress is not required to do so (there was a seven-year gap between 
WRDA bills between 2000 and 2007). Once a project is authorized in a WRDA bill, 
subsequent requests must be made through the annual appropriations process for 
funding: 

• Water System Improvement Program 

The 2012 State Legislative Platform (Attachment B) does not include specific 
community needs but similar to the federal platform outlines the City's position on state 
and regional legislative issues. Given that 2012 is the second year of a two-year 
session and that many legislative bills were carried over, no significant were made to 
the State Platform in 2012. 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION 

Approval of the subject recommendation represents a continuation of the annual 
policy/practice of devising federal and state legislative platforms as the advocacy 
strategies for regional, legislative and funding request priorities supported by the City of 
Pasadena. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

Funds for the legislative advocates are included in the City Council operating budget. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Approved by: 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Federal Legislative Platform 
Attachment 8 - State Legislative Platform 
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