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TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: City Clerk 

0
,-J, 
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February 6, 2012 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS RELATED TO THE CALLING OF A 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AND 
THE TERRITORY ANNEXED THERETO FOR PASADENA UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT PURPOSES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A 
CHARTER AMENDMENT MEASURE TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION BY GEOGRAPHIC SUB-DISTRICTS TO BE 
CONSOLIDATED WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION ON 
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2012 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council, at the request of the Pasadena Unified School 
District's Board of Education, adopt the following resolutions related to the calling of a 
special municipal election on Tuesday, June 5, 2012: 
(1) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena, California, calling for and 
giving notice of the holding of a special municipal election to be held in said City, and in 
the territory annexed thereto for Pasadena Unified School District purposes, on 
Tuesday, June 5, 2012, for the submission of a Charter amendment measure to provide 
for the nomination and election of members to the Board of Education by geographic 
sub-districts; 
(2) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena, California, requesting 
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles to authorize and order the 
consolidation of a special municipal election of the City of Pasadena, and the territory 
annexed thereto for Pasadena Unified School District purposes, with the Presidential 
Primary Election to be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2012, and requesting the County Clerk/ 
Registrar of Voters to provide certain services; 
(3) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena, California, setting 
priorities for filing written arguments pertaining to a City Charter amendment measure to 
provide for the nomination and election _of members to the Board of Education by 
geographic sub-districts and directing the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis; 
and 
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(4) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena, California, providing for 
the filing of rebuttal arguments for a City Charter amendment measure to provide for the 
nomination and election of members to the Board of Education by geographic sub­
districts, submitted at a special municipal election to be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2012. 

BACKGROUND: 

On November 23, 2010, the Pasadena Unified School District's Board of Education 
("PUSD Board") unanimously adopted Resolution No. 2124 endorsing and encouraging 
a change in the election method for Board of Education members from the current at­
large election process to a geographic sub-district election process. On February 15, 
2011, at a meeting of the City Council and PUSD Board, a joint action was taken to 
create the Pasadena Unified School District Charter Amendment and Districting Task 
Force ("Task Force"). The charge given to the Task Force included the preparation of 
the necessary language changes to the Pasadena City Charter. The Task Force was 
provided the text of a similar Charter amendment submitted to PUSD voters in 
November 2000, as a starting point for crafting the amendment enabling a change from 
at-large elections to geographic sub-district elections. 

The Task Force is represented by various appointees (see Attachment "A") from each of 
the jurisdictions that comprise the Pasadena Unified School District, as follows: 

Three (3) members appointed by PUSD Board of Education 
Three (3) members appointed by Pasadena City Council 
Two (2) members appointed by County Supervisor Antonovich 
One (1) member appointed by Sierra Madre City Council 

The Task Force completed modifications to the City Charter language at the September 
20, 2011 Task Force meeting, and approved a motion to forward the proposed 
language to the PUSD Board of Education for its consideration. 

The chart below provides some key differences from the proposed Charter amendment 
text compared to what was submitted to voters for the November 2000 Charter 
amendment: 

November 2000 Charter Amendment 
Election by geographic sub-districts shall 
become effective upon the enactment of 
enabling legislation. 

Proposed Charter Amendment 
The proposed Charter amendment would 
bring the Pasadena Unified School District 
elections into compliance with Election 
Code Section 14025 to 14032, also known 
as the California Voting Rights Act. 
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November 2000 Charter Amendment 
All terms to expire at the first initial 
geographic sub-district election, whether 
or not a member has served four years, 
with recommendations provided by the 
Redistricting Commission on the 
staggering of seats and terms in future 
elections. 

Geographic Sub-districts shall be 
established by resolution of the City 
Council. 
The Redistricting process to be 
completed by a Redistricting Commission 
established by City Council Ordinance 
consisting of the following members: 
Two (2) members of the Pasadena City 
Council appointed by the City Council 
Two (2) persons appointed by the Board 
of Education who are not members of the 
Board of Education 
Two (2) residents of Altadena or 
unincorporated Los Angeles County from 
the area served by the Pasadena Unified 
School District appointed by the Los 
Angeles County Supervisor(s) 
representing such area 
One (1) resident of the City of Sierra 
Madre to be appointed by the City Council 
of the City of Sierra Madre 
Two (2) residents of the area served by 
the PUSD appointed by the Pasadena 
Ci!y Council 
The recommendations of the Redistricting 
Commission shall be approved by 
resolution of the Pasadena City Council 
unless the City Council finds that such 
recommendations are contrary to law or 
create substantial inequities among the 
residents of the geographic sub-districts. 

Proposed Charter Amendment (cont.) 
Staggered implementation - Seats 1, 3, 5, 
and 7 of the PUSD Board to be elected by 
geographic sub-district in 2013; Seats 2, 4, 
and 6 to be elected by geographic sub­
district in 2015. No change in the 
boundary or location of any district by 
redistricting shall abolish or terminate the 
term of office of any member of the PUSD 
Board prior to expiration of the term of 
office for which the member was elected. 
Geographic Sub-districts shall be 
established by resolution of the PUSD 
Board. 
The Redistricting process to be completed 
by a Redistricting Commission established 
by proposed City Charter Section 713(C), 
consisting of the following members: 
Three (3) residents of the city of Pasadena 
appointed by the Pasadena City Council 
Three (3) residents of the area served by 
the Pasadena Unified School District 
appointed by the PUSD Board who are not 
then members of the PUSD Board 
Two (2) residents of the Altadena 
unincorporated area of Los Angeles 
County served by the Pasadena Unified 
School District appointed by the County 
Supervisor(s) representing such area 
One ( 1) resident of the City of Sierra 
Madre to be appointed by the City Council 
of the City of Sierra Madre 

The recommendations of the Redistricting 
Commission shall be adopted by the 
PUSD Board, unless amended by a two­
thirds majority of the Board. If the PUSD 
Board fails to act within 60 calendar days 
of the submission of the Commission's 
final report and recommended plan to the 
Superintendent, the Commission's 
recommended geographic sub-districts 
shall be deemed adopted. 
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On December 13, 2011, the Board of Education took an action to adopt Resolution No. 
2176 (Attachment "B"), which approves the proposed language (attached to the School 
Board's Resolution) to be submitted to voters for approval. Also contained within 
Resolution No. 2176, are the following requested actions of the Pasadena City Council: 

(1) Call a special municipal election on behalf of the Pasadena Unified School 
District to be consolidated with the County of Los Angeles' scheduled 
Presidential Primary Election on June 5, 2012 for the purpose of amending 
the City Charter to allow for geographic sub-district elections; 

(2) Utilize the ballot question prepared by the Charter Amendment Task Force 
and contained in Exhibit "C" of PUSD Board's Resolution No. 2176; 

(3) Set priorities for arguments in favor of the measure and rebuttal arguments in 
opposition; and 

(4) Request that the proposed and amended Charter language be printed (in 
strikeout version) in both English and Spanish. 

Authority to Take Action 

Regulations governing the election process for the Pasadena Unified School District's 
Board of Education are contained within Article VII of the Pasadena City Charter. Any 
changes to provisions contained within the Charter, including the proposed change to 
PUSD's election process, requires voter approval. Pursuant to California Elections 
Code, Section 9255, the City Council, as the governing body of the City and City 
Charter, may authorize the submittal of a Charter amendment to the voters on its own 
motion. It is therefore appropriate for the City Council, having received the request from 
PUSD, to take the recommended action and call the special municipal election on 
behalf of the School District. 

Current Charter Provisions/Summary of Proposed Charter Changes 

A strike-out version of the proposed Charter amendment text is attached as Exhibit "A" 
to the first resolution calling the election. 

Adoption of Resolutions 

Adoption of the four resolutions will accomplish the following: (1) formally call the 
special municipal election for submission of the Charter amendment measure to the 
voters within the City of Pasadena and within the PUSD territory that is annexed for 
school purposes; (2) request the Board of Supervisors to order the consolidation of this 
special municipal election with the Presidential Primary Election on Tuesday, June 5, 
2012; (3) set priority order for the filing of the argument in favor of the measure and the 
rebuttal to the argument filed in opposition, and direct the City Attorney to prepare an 
impartial analysis; and (4) authorize the filing of rebuttal arguments for the measure. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

To consolidate a special municipal election with the Presidential Primary Election on 
June 5, 2012, the County provided a cost estimate of $250,000 (Attachment "C") for the 
Charter amendment. This includes the printing of the strikeout version of the amended 
language, primary arguments in favor and in opposition to the measure, and rebuttal 
arguments. 

Pursuant to City Charter Section 712, "The Board of Education shall reimburse the City 
out of the school district funds for the costs of any election conducted by the City arising 
out of a request by the Board of Education including an amendment to this (City) 
Charter." Therefore, the costs related to this special election will be covered by the 
School District. 

Respectful!~ submitted, 

R?;[:) 1-1•-' W 

Nicholas G. Rodriguez 
Chief Assistant City Attorney 

Attachment A- Roster of PUSD Task Force 
Attachment B - PUSD Board Resolution No. 2176 
Attachment C- Registrar of Voters Cost Estimate for June 5, 2012 Consolidation 

Resolutions: 

Calling and Consolidating Election 
Requesting Election Services from County of Los Angeles 
Setting Priorities for the Filing of Arguments and Directing the City Attorney to File an 
Impartial Analysis 
Authorizing the Filing of Rebuttal Arguments 
















































