
Agenda Report 

TO: 

FROM: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Department of Public Works 

February 6, 2012 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 063103, BEING A 
SUBDIVISION TO CONSOLIDATE 20 LAND LOTS INTO 19 LAND 
LOTS, AND CREATION OF 270 AIR PARCELS, AT AMBASSADOR 
WEST- 300 WEST GREEN STREET 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Find that sufficient environmental review was conducted for the Ambassador West 
Project, with its Final Environmental Impact Report adopted by the City Council on 
April 2, 2007, and that there are no changed circumstances or new information 
which would require additional environmental review; 

2. Adopt a resolution to approve Final Tract Map No. 0631 03; 

3. Accept the offer of easement dedications for water line purposes as shown on said 
map; and 

4. Authorize the City Clerk to execute the Certificate on the map showing the City's 
approval of said map. 

BACKGROUND: 

The tentative map and Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) were reviewed and 
approved on April 2, 2007 by the City Council. Development at the project site has not 
occurred on the anticipated schedule due to financial challenges and change of 
ownership. The project has applied for and received several time extensions for its 
entitlements. The latest request of a six month time extension was approved by the City 
Council on January 30, 2012; and the resulting expiration date for the Ambassador 
West entitlements will be April 2, 2012. 
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The applicants propose to redevelop a 19.7-acre portion of the former Ambassador 
College campus in the block bounded by West Green Street, South St. John Avenue, 
West Del Mar Boulevard and South Orange Grove Boulevard. The proposal includes 
construction of 200 independent living units for seniors and 48 assisted living units in a 
six-story 450,000-square foot building; construction of 70 residential condominiums in 
two- and three-story buildings; intensification of existing apartment buildings and 
dormitories to provide 46 apartment units; conversion of historic buildings to 
educational, institutional, and office uses; and preservation of historic buildings, 
significant landscape features and open spaces. 

The final map has been completed by the developer's engineer with notarized 
signatures by all pertinent owners and reviewed by the City's consultant. Said map is 
now ready for City Council approval prior to recordation in the Office of the County 
Recorder. The developer has complied with or provided surety for all the conditions of 
approval required by the City, including monumentation. Included among these 
conditional requirements are various proposed easements as shown on said map. 
These proposed easements of variable configurations are for water facilities purpose 
dedicated to the City or for common access purpose reserved for the Master Property 
Owner's Association. In addition, three public access easements dedicated to the City 
of Pasadena will be processed and recorded separately from the subject Tract Map. 

As the development's full compliance with the City's Residential Impact Fee 
requirement, the developer will establish and convey a public garden (Garden) to the 
City by way of the Garden Easement Agreement. The Garden will consist of 
approximately 2.10 acres designated as the Great Lawn and Mayfair Stream as set 
forth in the Ambassador Gardens Preservation Plan, which was also approved on April 
2, 2007 by the City Council. The Garden Easement Agreement will be executed under 
a separate document. 

The project consisting of 270 units is subject to standards of the lnclusionary Housing 
Requirements, Chapter 17.42 of the PMC. The applicant has complied with this 
requirement by providing 41 inclusionary units. The project is not subject to the 
requirements of the Tenant Protection Ordinance - Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC) 
Chapter 9. 75, because the development does not involve the displacement of tenant 
households. 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The project is consistent with the West Gateway Specific Plan (WGSP) direction that 
the densest development shall be located on the north and east sides of the property. 
The project is in compliance with Objective 6 of the General Plan by promoting the 
preservation of historically and architecturally significant buildings and revitalization of 
traditional neighborhoods and commercial areas. In addition, the project is also in 
compliance with Guiding Principle 2 of the General Plan in the sense that changes will 
be harmonized to preserve Pasadena's historic character and environment. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

From August 30, 2006 to October 30, 2006, the Planning Department presented the 
project's Draft EIR to the Transportation Advisory, Design, Historic Preservation, and 
Planning Commissions for review and advisory comments. In accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR) was prepared and distributed for public review on December 19, 2006. 
The FEIR included responses to all written and oral comments presented at five public 
meetings. During the EIR process, as impacts were discovered by the City's consultants, 
the applicants were diligent in revising their plans to reduce any potential environmental 
impacts, including the relocation of a historic garage/apartment and a historic water 
feature, and the increase of the clearance distance between the construction of ten 
condominium units on west Del Mar Boulevard and the historic Manor Del Mar. 

The FEIR concluded that all potential impacts could be mitigated to a less than 
significant level with the exception of the following: Aesthetics (impacts on streetscape 
along Green Street and St. John Avenue); Air Quality (during portions of the 
construction period emissions would exceed AQMD thresholds); and Historic Resources 
(effects on the setting of the historic Ambassador Auditorium and Manor Del Mar, 
effects of attaching a new building to the historic Merritt Mansion, and effects of new 
construction in a National Register-eligible historic district called the West Del Mar 
Grouping). As a result, the Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program (MMRP) was 
reviewed and adopted by City Council on April 2, 2007. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

The developer has paid for all costs to prepare and process the subdivision documents. 
Approval of this action will generate additional revenue to the City in an amount to be 
determined at property sale in the form of property taxes. 

Prepared by: 

~L(f=<= 
Principal Engineer 

Approved by: 

Respec~d, 

SIOBHAN FOSTER 
Director 
Department of Public Works 








































