September 19, 2011
TO:

Honorable M·ayor and City Council

FROM:

Planning Department

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 875 CANON DRIVE AS A LANDMARK
RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council:
1. Find that the designation of a historic resource is categorically exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Guidelines § 15308: Class 8 - Actions by
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment);
2. Find that the property at 875 Canon Drive is significant under Criterion "C" for
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. §17.62.040) because it is a locally significant
representation of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture and design, is an
important representation of the work of architects Smith & Williams, and retains
integrity;
3. Approve the designation of the property at 875 Canon Drive as a landmark;
4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark Designation for 875
Canon Drive, Pasadena, California;
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark Designation for
875 Canon Drive, Pasadena, California; and
6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County Recorder.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:
On Monday, July 18, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended that the
City Council approve the designation of 875 Canon Drive as a landmark under criterion C
of PMC §17.62.040.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The house at 875 Canon Drive is eligible for designation as a landmark because it is a
locally significant representation of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture and design,
is an important representation of the work of architects Smith & Williams, and retains
integrity.
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BACKGROUND:
On May 5, 2011, the current property owner, William Walling, submitted an application for
designation of 875 Canon Drive as a landmark. The staff evaluated the property according
to the landmark criteria in Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code and determined that the
house qualifies for designation.

DESCRIPTION:
The 16,900-square-foot site includes the one-story, 1,868-square-foot main house, built
in 1952, which is attached to a lath house, 1 built in 1920 and designed by Greene &
Greene; a freestanding potting shed, built in 1930 and also designed by Greene &
Greene; and a carport (attached to the foundation of the house, at a lower grade, but
providing no interior access to the house). The remainder of the site has landscape and
hardscape features.
The house is rectangular in plan, with the longer end oriented roughly parallel to the
street, although at a slight receding angle from west to east. It has a flat roof with no
parapet and a shallow overhang, except at the recessed entry. Two portions of the roof
extend upward toward the rear in a shallow shed form to create clerestories. The house
has a very high level of glazing on the exterior walls, with fixed metal-framed window
walls above a base of vertically and horizontally oriented wood tongue-and-groove
siding. The recessed entry has a single unpainted solid-wood door with wide flutedglass sidelights. The stone flooring in the recessed entry continues to the interior of the
house, as was common in buildings from this period. Adjacent to the entry is a wide
running-course brick chimney, which, above the roofline, narrows to half of the width of
the portion below.
The house exhibits characteristics of the Mid-Century Modern style, including
horizontality of massing; expression of building form and structure; flat roof; careful
siting to take advantage of topography, sun and views; generous expanses of
fenestration; and blending of indoor and outdoor spaces using similar materials in
interior and exterior spaces.
The carport is a simple design, built into the hillside, with a flat roof and slender wood
support posts. The terraced front yard is supported by split-face stone retaining walls
with piers of concrete-capped soldier course stone, one along the entire front property
line (ending at the driveway). There is another, shorter wall midway between the street
and the house along a pathway leading to the main entrance. The entry pathway is
marked by a freestanding fountain of the same soldier-course stone. The rear yard is
also terraced and has a gunite retaining wall and steps designed by Greene & Greene.

1

a structure made of narrow wooden slats along the roof and sides providing semi-enclosed shelter

Landmark Designation- 875 Canon Drive
September 19, 2011
Page 3 of 5

Documented Changes to the Property
A permit was issued for a 340-square-foot addition and kitchen remodel in 1965 (no
architect was indicated on permit). This addition was at the rear, perpendicular to the
house and adjacent to the western side of the lath house. A permit was issued in 1980
to rebuild the carport. The roof was replaced in 2004.
Relationship to 1188 Hillcrest Avenue
The Cordelia A. Culbertson House (later owned by Elisabeth Prentiss) at 1188 Hillcrest
Avenue, designed by Greene & Greene and built in 1912, is due south of the subject
property. The Culbertson House property is separated from the subject property by
Canon Drive and an intervening property at 840 Canon Drive (which was part of the
Culbertson property until 1961 ). The Culbertson House property included an expansive
garden, that extended to the property's northern limit at Canon Drive. Evidence
indicates that in 1920 Greene & Greene developed a planting plan, including the lath
house and, later, the potting shed, for Ms. Prentiss. It also appears from our records
that the lath house and potting shed were repositioned on the site when the 1952 house
was built.
,
Smith & Williams
The architectural firm of Smith & Williams-a partnership between Whitney Rowland
Smith (1911-2002) and Wayne Richard Williams (1919-2007)-began in 1946 and
lasted until 1973. Their work included houses, churches, offices, commercial &
industrial buildings, public buildings and recreational facilities and garnered multiple
awards from local and national chapters of the AlA and architectural publications such
as House & Home, Sunset and House & Garden. The firm also worked in master site
planning and community planning.

ANALYSIS:
The property at 875 Canon Drive is eligible for landmark designation under Criterion
"C", (§17.62.040 PMC):
[The property] embodies the distinctive characteristics of a historic
resource property type, period, architectural style or method of
construction, or represents the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or
builder whose work is significant to the City or to the region, or that
possesses high artistic values that are significant to the City or to the
region.
Under this criterion, the house at 875 Canon Drive is significant as an intact example of
Mid-Century Modern residential architecture and design and as an important
representation of the work of architects Smith & Williams. It has architectural integrity
(its ability to demonstrate why it is significant) through its location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship and feeling.
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As a work of Smith & Williams, the house is distinct in its representation of their
understanding of the Arts & Crafts movement and of the importance of the work of
Greene & Greene. The thoughtful connection between the house and the preserved
and repositioned Greene & Greene-designed structures that preceded it is a literal
example of the "Pasadena School" of Modernism that was heavily influenced by the Arts
& Crafts movement.
Contributing structures to this designation include the main house and carport, the
retaining walls and fountain in the front yard and the spatial relationships between the
house, lath house, potting shed and wall/steps designed by Greene & Greene.

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION:
The General Plan - Objective 6: Promote preservation of historically and architecturally
significant buildings and revitalization of traditional neighborhoods and commercial
areas.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:
Class 8 exemptions consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by
state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or
protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for the
protection of the environment.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact as a result of this action and will not have any indirect or
support cost requirements. The anticipated impact to other operational programs or
capital projects as a result of this action will be minimal. In some instances, owners of
designated properties may apply to the City for Historic Property Contract, which allows
an alternative and often lower property tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the
projected loss of property tax revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local
Historic Property Contract (Mills Act) ordinance.

CENT P. BERTONI,
Director of Planning

Approved by:

~

City Manager

Attachments:
Attachment A - Application Materials
Attachment B- Photographs

RESOLUTION NO. _ _ __
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
ADOPTING A DECLARATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF
875 CANON DRIVE, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has found that 875
Canon Drive meets criterion "C", as set forth in Section 17.62.040(C) of the
Pasadena Municipal Code; and
WHEREAS, the property at 875 Canon Drive is significant because it
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a historic resource property type,
period, architectural style or method of construction, or represents the work of
an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose work is significant to the City
or to the region, or that possesses high artistic values that are significant to the
City or to the region; and
WHEREAS, the application for Historic Landmark designation is exempt
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15308; and
WHEREAS, William Walling, the property owner, submitted the application
for landmark designation; and
WHEREAS, the City Council may approve a recommendation from the
Historic Preservation Commission to designate a Historic Landmark and
evidence such approval by adopting a declaration executed by the Mayor
pursuant to Subsection 17.62.050 (c) of the Pasadena Municipal Code;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Pasadena that the attached declaration of Historic Landmark designation for 875
Canon Drive is hereby adopted.

Adopted at the _ _ _ _ meeting of the City Council on the ____ day of
_ _ _ , 2011 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:
MARK JOMSKY, CMC, City Clerk
Approved as to form:

~~
Theresa E. Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney

