Agenda Report

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council
THROUGH: Legislative: Policy Committee
FROM: City AttorneylCity Prosecutor
SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR USE OF SB1407 FUNDS FOR THE RETENTION
OF COURTROOMS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
RECOMMENDATIOIV:

It is recommended that the City Council:
I . Find that there is an urgent need to retain a sufficient number of courtrooms in
Los Angeles County to adequately process the number of cases heard in the
county.
2. Authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the appropriate officials
recommending a r.wo year diversion of SB 1407 funds to support the retention
of these courtrooms.
BACKGROUND:

Los Angeles County currently has 622 courtrooms. This is the largest court system in
the United States. Due to the current financial crisis and an ongoing structural deficit,
the L.A. Superior court is suffering a $79 million deficit in the current year.
Authorities suggest that this deficit will grow to $140 million each year by 2012. As a
result 329 clerical employees were laid off on March 1 6 ' ~with the anticipation of
another 500 employees tly year's end and more than 1800 by FY2013. Over the next
three years, court staff expects the closure of more than 182 courtrooms (studies
indicate that each courtroom requires a staff of ten employees to operate).
Court closures and employee lay-offs will impact the City of Pasadena as well.
Approximately 15% of civil cases filed or defended by our City Attorneys are heard
in Pasadena courts, nearly 6,000 misdemeanor filings each year are prosecuted by our
City Prosecutors and Pasadena Police officers cite an average of 2,500 traffic
offenders each month. Considering the daily presence of litigants, witnesses, jurors,
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fine payers and employees, as many as 3,000 persons pass through the courthouse in a
day all parking,
buying and eating locally. The loss of courtrooms will impact the City of Pasadena by
a resulting delay in the resolution of all matters including quality of life offenses and
early resolution of domestic matters.
Judge Tim McCoy, presiding judge for the Los Angcles Superior Courts, has
suggested a temporary solution to the fiscal crisis facing California courts: use a fund
set aside for renovating and building courthouses. SB 1407 was enacted in 2008
requiring that a certain percentage of civil filing fees and traffic fines be directed to a
state court facilities construction fund. That fund will be used to repay state bonds
which have yet to be issued for the rebuilding effort. For example: currently $30 fiom
each new civil complaint: $15 in every "fix-it" ticket and $25 for anyone requesting
"traffic school" is placed into a special reserve fund. However, since the rebuilding
bonds have not yet been issued this money is awaiting that use. Judge McCoy argues
that using this money for the next two years will soften the blow to local courts by
reducing the number of e~nployeessubject to layoff and retaining more courtrooms,
especially the family law. probate and civil courtrooms most likely to close under the
current scenario. Attacheti is the presentation given to the Legislative Policy
Committee by Supervising Judge Mary Thornton House and Judge Philip Soto both
of the Pasadena Judicial Ilistrict, which describes this issue and some of the impacts.
The solution proposed by Judge McCoy suggests that the $83 million collected each
year from Los Angeles County cases in SB 1407 finds be redirected. This amount
would spare 138 courtrooms from possible permanent closure and markedly improve
the delay of civil cases from the current sixteen months to an anticipated forty-five
months that would be caused by the loss of these courtrooms.
The Legislative Analyst's review of SB 1407 indicates these monies "shall only be
used for the planning, design, construction, rehabilitation, renovation, replacement,
leasing or acquisition of court facilities" and the Chief Justice of the California
Supreme Court has indicated his opposition to the use of these monies to pay for
personnel. However, as no bonds have yet been issued or courthouse renovations
begun, it may be possible to divert or otherwise temporarily fund the retention of
courtrooms until the present crisis is managed. Correspondence supporting this use
addressed to the Administrative Office of the Courts and the State Legislature are the
best way of showing that support. The local judges ask for our help specifically to
retain the facilities in Pasadena where two juvenile divisions, two family law courts,
the juvenile traffic court and four civil courts may be shuttered.
Many of the personnel staffing these courtrooms, from clerks to judges and
commissioners live in Pasadena. All courthouse employees contribute to the local
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economy. Tuesday, in tht: first of three anticipated rounds of layoffs scheduled this
year, 16 workers lost their jobs here. While the presiding and supervising judges
wrestle with structural changes, the money from the SB 1407 fund can smooth the
transition and provide a means to retain local justice for Pasadena's residents.
Respectfully submitted,
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Michele Beal Bagneris
City AttorneyICity ~ r o s e h t o r

Prepared by:

Connie Orozco
Chief Prosecutor
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Attachment: Superior Court Judges' Handout

