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DATE: FEBRUARY 1,2010 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (CALTECH) 
ZONE CHANGE FOR THE PARCEL LOCATED AT 391 SOUTH 
WILSON AVENUE 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council, following a public hearing: 

1. Find that the proposed zone change from RM-48 (Multi-Family Residential, 48 
dwelling unitslnet acre) to PS (Public and Semi-public) for the parcel located 
at 391 South Wilson Avenue was subject to adequate environmental review in 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR), certified by the City Council in May of 
1989. Further, there have been no changes in circumstances or new 
information which would trigger further environmental review. 

2. Find that the proposed zone change, is consistent with the goals, objectives, 
and policies of the General Plan Land Use Element, the purposes of Chapter 
17.26 (PS, Public and Semi-Public District) of the Zoning Code, and the 
approved Caltech Master Development Plan (Attachment 1); 

3. Direct the City Clerk to file a Notice of Determination and CEQA Filing Fee No 
Effect Determination Form, with the Los Angeles County Recorder 
(Attachment 2); and 

4. Direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance amending the official zoning 
map of the City of Pasadena within 30 days. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

Following the public hearing at the Planning Commission meeting of December 
9, 2009, the Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
proposed zone change from RM-48 (Multi-Family Residential, 48 dwelling 
unitslnet acre) to PS (Public and Semi-public) for the property at 391 South 
Wilson Avenue. 

BACKGROUND 

In May 1989, the City Council approved the Caltech Master Development Plan to 
guide future campus development. The Master Plan provides for a unified and 
balanced plan for the future growth of the Caltech campus and seeks to minimize 
uncertainty about Caltech's future development on the part of its neighbors and 
the City while streamlining development procedures. 

As provided in the Master Plan's approval, the zoning of all of the properties 
within the Master Plan boundary owned by Caltech were changed to PS. 
Additionally, as properties were acquired by Caltech, the Master Plan required 
the zoning for those properties to be changed to PS. The PS zoning designation 
is intended for large public or semi-public uses such as colleges, universities, 
hospitals, government offices, and religious assembly. 

When the Master Plan was adopted, the Master Plan area included nine parcels 
that Caltech did not own. Since that time, Caltech has been acquiring those 
parcels and changing the zone as intended by the Master Plan. In April of 2009, 
Caltech acquired 391 South Wilson Avenue which was the last parcel within the 
Master Plan area not owned by Caltech. As the parcel is now under their 
ownership, Caltech is proposing to change the zoning designation to PS. 

ANALYSIS 

The applicant, Caltech, is requesting a zone change from RM-48 (Multi-Family 
Residential, 48 dwelling unitslnet acre) to PS (Public and Semi-public) for 391 
South Wilson Avenue. 

The parcel is approximately 10,440 square feet in size and is occupied by a 
1, 556-square foot single-family residence with a 627-square foot garage. There 
are seven trees on the site, 5 are protected under the Tree Protection Ordinance. 
Trees will not be relocated or removed as apart of this zone change application. 
The parcel is located on the west side of Wilson Avenue between San Pasqual 
Street and California Boulevard (Attachment 3). 
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As required by the Master Plan, Caltech is currently advertising this structure for 
relocation for a nine month period. If the structure is not relocated, Caltech will 
consider demolition. The project site will used for "informal park-like open space" 
as provided in the Master Plan (Attachment 4). 

The Historic Resources Inventory prepared for the 1989 Final Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the Caltech Master Plan determined that the single- 
family structure at 391' South Wilson Avenue, is not historically significant. In 
staffs opinion, no further reevaluation is necessary. 

The proposed zoning would bring this parcel into conformance with the Caltech 
campus and any future development would be required to be consistent with the 
Caltech Master Plan. 

SURROUNDING LAND USES 

North of the project site are single-family residential dwelling units. To the west, 
are Caltech dormitories. The single-family residences and the dormitories are 
owned by Caltech and are within the Caltech Master Plan boundary area. These 
single-family residences are being used for faculty housing. To the east and 
South are institutional uses (Caltech campus and parking structure). 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION 

The Land Use Diagram of the General Plan designated this property as 
Institutional. Approval of this proposed zone change to PS will be consistent with 
the Caltech Master Plan and General Plan land use designation. The zone 
change is consistent with the following General Plan Objective and Policies: 

General Plan Objective 24 - Existing Institutions, calls for providing, ". .. long term 
opportunities for growth of existing cultural, scientific, corporate, entertainment 
and educational institutions in balance with their surroundings." The Caltech 
Master Plan advances this objective and the proposed rezoning of this parcel to 
provide for needed open space on the campus as prescribed by the Master Plan 
will be in line with that purpose. In addition, Policy 24.4 states 'kupport Specific 
Plans, Master Plans, and other planning activities initiated by cultural, scientific, 
corporate, entertainment and educational institutions. " 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 

On November 19, 2009, a neighborhood meeting was held at the Hill Avenue 
Public Library. No residents were present at the meeting. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was completed and approved in September 1988 
for the Caltech Master Plan. The EIR anticipated the inclusion of this parcel, 391 South 
Wilson Avenue, into the Caltech Master Plan, along with the proposed zone change. The 
proposal was subject to adequate review in the EIR prepared for the Master Plan, and 
certified by the City Council in May of 1989. It is therefore determined that there are no 
changed circumstances or new information which would trigger further environmental 
review. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be a fiscal impact as a result of approving the proposed zone 
change for this parcel located within the Caltech Master Plan boundary area. 
Permitting fees will be collected to cover cost incurred from staff time for potential 
review of the demolition permit, it the residence is not relocated. 

Respectfully submitted, , 

Steve ~ e r m g l l  
Assistant City Manager 

Senior Planner 

Approved by: 

M I C H A E ~ B E C K  
City Manager 

Attachments: 

1. Findings for the proposed zone change 
2. Notice of Determination and CEQA Filing Fee No Effect Determination 

Form 
3. Map of zone change site 
4. Master Plan graphic vision and text for the project site 


























