Agenda Report

April 26, 2010
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council
FROM: Planning and Development
SUBJECT: EXTENSION OF TIME LIMITS FOR CERTAIN LAND USE PERMITS AND
ENTITLEMENTS
RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council:

1. Find that the proposed Ordinance is exempt from the Califomia Environmental Quality Act
(“CEQA”) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15321 (Enforcement Actions by
Regulatory Agencies);

2. Authorize the Director of Planning and Development to receive applications for and
grant one-year extensions to planning permits and entitlements that expired between
November 15, 2008 and November 15, 2009 for a sixty-day period after the effective
date of the proposed Ordinance; and

3. Conduct the first reading of the Ordinance set forth on the Agenda as Item Number
15.

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

The subject recommendation was presented in concept to the Economic Development
and Technology Committee at its meeting of April 7, 2010 and was unanimously
endorsed by the Committee.

BACKGROUND:

At its regular meeting of October 12, 2009 (Attachment A), the City Council conducted
the second reading for Ordinance 7180, which granted the Director of Planning and
Development the authority to extend the time for an approved land use permit or
entitlement. Among other things, Ordinance 7180 provided for a sixty-day period after
the effective date of the ordinance during which applicants with planning permits and
land-use entitlements which had expired within one year before the effective date of
Ordinance 7180 could submit a written request to the Director for the additional one-year
extension. The effective date of Ordinance 7180 was November 14, 2009. The sixty-
day window closed on January 15, 2010.
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A number of developers have indicated that they were unaware of the availability of this
sixty-day window, as there was no formal communication by the City. To correct this and
to fulfill the intent of the City Council’s action last October, staff recommends that the
Council authorize, by way of an extension to the previously approved ordinance, the
establishment of a new sixty-day window. As drafted this opportunity to apply for an
extension would only be available to those parties that could have taken advantage of
the original window. Should the City Council approve the staff recommendation, written
notification will be provided to all eligible parties known to the City.

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION:

The City Council’s decision will also take into consideration the City’s General Plan
which sets objectives and policies for the City. Specifically, Objective Five of the
General Plan encourages the preservation of Pasadena’s character and scale, including
consideration of future developments. Furthermore, Objective 10 encourages a diverse
economy that serves residents with providing jobs and providing city revenue. With this
consideration the projects that have gone through the entitiement process will be allowed
to continue in order to meet the character and scale of the City, while allowing the
opportunity to employ personnel, resulting in more City revenue.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:

The extension of time limits for approved project is Categorically Exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to 15321 (Enforcement Actions
by Regulatory Agencies). This specific exemption consists of regulatory actions
including enforcement of the original permit terms. A Notice of Exemption has been
prepared for adoption by the City Council. The Notice of Exemption will be filed with the
Los Angeles County Clerk’s Office.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

The proposed ordinance would not have a direct impact on finances to the City.
However, it has the potential to result in indirect payment of fees for permits, inspection
and property taxes if projects, that would otherwise be stalled or abandoned, are able to
secure permits and complete construction. The extent of these potential additional
revenues from fees and taxes is undetermined.

Respectfully submitted,

STEVE MERMELL
Assistant City Manager

Prepared by .
/ Ifse D. Jimenes -
’ edevelopmentﬁr ect Planner
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Approved by:

MICHABLA. BECK
City Manager

Attachments:

Attachment A — Ordinance 7180
Attachment B — Partial listing of project entitlements scheduled to expire in 2009
(updated to March 2010)



ATTACHMENT A

Introduced by: Councilmember Robinson

ORDINANCE NO. __ 7180

AN INTERIM, UNCONDIFIED, ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA

AMENDING TITLE 17 (THE ZONING CODE) TO AUTHORIZE A ONE-YEAR

EXTENSION FOR CERTAIN PLANNING PERMITS AND LAND-USE

ENTITLEMENTS WITH EXPIRED TIME EXTENSIONS

WHEREAS, The City of Pasadena Zoning Code (at §17.64.040.B) authorizes the
Planning Director to approve a one—yea; extension of planning permits and land-use
entitlement's if the Director determines that the findings and conditions of the original
approval still apply, and that the permittee has a good-faith, present intent.to.commence.
the proposed project; and

WHEREAS, the current economic crisis has created severe impediments to the
financing of new construction, and time extensions for many projects with planning
permits and land-use entitlements have now lapsed or are about to expire, because
property owners are unable to proceed with construction; and

WHEREAS, time extensions for approximately 47 planning permits and land-use
entitlements have now lapsed or are about to expire; and

WHEREAS, an ability to extend planrﬁng permits and Jand-use entitlements
beyond their existing time limits could resuit in developers continuing to work on these

projects until market conditions are more favorable for financing and leasing, and would

also allow projects to comply with the regulations in place at the time of their initial



approvals, without the delay and expense of rénewing entitlehents to address changing
regulations; and

WHEREAS, these projects, if they were to proceed, could positively impact the
local economy through the employment of construction-industry personnel, the
purchase of materials and supplies during construction and operation, the payment of
regulatory fees and taxes, the employment and/or housing of local residents after
project completion, and the avoidance of a blighted appearance and safety concemns at
an abandoned or partially completed-construction site; and

WHEREAS, on these bases, the City Council finds that a temporary extension of
existing time limits for permit approvals will benefit the City as a whole.

NOW, THEREFORE, the People of the City.of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. The provisions of this ordinance shall extend on an interim basis
the existing time limits for permit approvals; in §17.64.040.B.4 of the Municipal Code for
an additional one-year extension. ‘

SECTION 2. ‘Fori aSIx’ty-dayperlod a;‘tér the effective date of this ordinance,
applicants with planning permits and land-use entitlements which have expired within
one year before the effective date of the ordinance may submit a written request to the
Planning Director‘for the additional one—yeaf extension authorized herein.

SECTION 3. The existing findings for time extensions set forth in §17.64.040.8

of the Municipal Code shall apply to these requests.



SECTION 4. The interim authority.of the Planning Director to extend planning
permits and land-use entitlements beyond the existing time extension specified in A
§17.64.040.B.4 shall expire on December 31, 2010, unless s'pecifically extended by the
City Council.

SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this _12th day of October ,2009.

Bill Bogaard
Mayor of the City of Pasadena




I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held _12thday of October , 2009, by the
following vote: | ‘
AYES: Councilmembers Haderlein, Holden, Madison, Roblnson,

Tornek, Vice Mayor Gordo, Mayor Bogaard
NOES: None

ABSENT: Councilmember McAustin
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: October 15, 2009
Pasadena Journal

Mark Jom¥bKy
City Cle

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Theresa E. Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney

" 0000071313C031
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