the construction of one main building to serve the majority of patient needs in a secure,
controlled environment, but would perpetuate the existing inefficient housing of patients
scattered onsite and closer to residential neighborhoods. It would also result in fewer
living options for seniors than the Project, thereby impacting the financial feasibility of
the site as a whole. Perhaps most importantly, it would significantly impact the
aesthetics and historic character of the existing site and would not improve the
sustainability of the onsite urban forest. (EIR, pp. 5-12 to 13.) For these reasons, this
alternative is rejected.
c. Alternative 2: Building Mitigation Alternative

This alternative was developed to mitigate the loss of the historic structures that
contribute to the National Register-eligible historic district on the site. Instead of
demolishing the barn (Building 27)°, the men’s dormitory (Building 25), Las Palmas
(Building 15), and the Lodge (Building 16), this alternative proposed to retain some of
these structures in their current location and relocate other structures elsewhere within
the site in such a manner as to retain their historic significance. This alternative would
reduce the number of trees removed by 22, 4 of which are protected under the Tree
Protection Ordinance, but would still require removal of 228 trees. All other components

of this alternative would be the same as the Project. (EIR, pp. 5-13 to 14.)

® In response to comments on cultural resources, the EIR includes a study of the relocation of the Barn.
(See Appendix G, see also p. 7-4.) The cost of such a relocation and adaptive reuse is approximately
23% to 32% more expensive than construction of a similar new structure.
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Compared to the Project, this alternative would retain the key buildings that make
up the National Register-eligible historic district and would reduce impacts to cultural
resources to less than that of the Project. (Id. at pp. 5-16 to 17.) While the number of
trees proposed for removal is reduced under this alternative, the impact is still the same
as the Project. (Id. at p. 5-16.) The impacts to all other resource areas are substantially
similar to the Project. (Id. at pp. 5-14 to 18.) However, unlike the Project, this
alternative would create a significant and unavoidable aesthetic impact because the
height of the independent living facility (Building 34) and assisted living facility (Building
32) would be increased to accommodate the reduced development footprint. (ld. at pp.
5-14.)

The City Council finds that this alternative does not meet all of the Project
objectives. It does not improve the spatial relationship of the buildings, and instead
results in a significant and unavoidable impact on views from San Gabriel Boulevard. |t
is also less compatible with the surrounding neighborhoods than the Project, and also
would not maintain the internal character of the site as well as the Project. Finally, it
results in the functionally less desirable need to combine assisted and independent
living residents in a single structure, and puts these users closer to the behavioral
health care portions of the site in direct contradiction to the goal of separating these two
complimentary but different site functions. (Id. at p. 5-19.) For these reasons, this

alternative is rejected.
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CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(c) requires identification of the
environmentally superior alternative, and if the environmentally superior alternative is
the No Project Alternative, the EIR shall also identify an environmentally superior
alternative among the other alternatives. The No Project Alternative is not the
environmentally superior alternative in this case. (EIR, p. 5-22.) Among the other
alternatives, the Building Mitigation Alternative would be the environmentally superior
alternative because it avoids a significant impact to historic resources. (lbid.) However,
the Building Mitigation Alternative creates a new aesthetic impact and would not meet
all of the Project objectives, as discussed above.

d. Alternative 3: Tree Mitigation Alternative

The Tree Mitigation Alternative was developed to reduce impacts on trees. By
rearranging the proposed new building on the site, this alternative would reduce the
number of trees to be removed by 53, 11 of which qualify as protected. The footprint of
the independent living facility (Building 34), the assisted living facility (Building 32), and
the adolescent psychiatry unit (Building 33) were modified, but would still require the
removal of approximately 197 trees. This alternative also retains two historic structures
that were proposed to be demolished under the Project: Las Palmas (Building 15) and
the Lodge (Building 16). (EIR, pp. 5-19 and 20.)

Thus, this alternative would result in a reduced impact to biological resources,
although implementation of mitigation measures would still be required. (EIR, p. 5-22.)

This alternative would also result in reduced impacts related to cultural resources,
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although the impact would remain significant and unavoidable because the Barn
(Building 25), which is a critical component of the historic district, would still be
removed. (Id. at pp. 5-22 and 23.) Unlike the Project, this alternative would create a
significant visual impact because the height of the independent living facility (Building
35) and assisted living facility (Building 32) would be increased to accommodate the
reduced development footprint in order to minimize impacts to trees. (Id. at p. 5-20.) All
other resource area impacts are substantially the same as the Project. (Id. at pp. 5-20
to 24.)

The City Council finds that this Project does not attain all of the Project
objectives. Although this alternative would retain as many specimen trees as possible,
it would not retain the aesthetic character of the existing campus. The increased
building heights needed to minimize impacts to trees would cause these new structures
to be out of place with the existing development. Further, the trees that would be
retained under this alternative does not necessarily consist of the best specimens trees
that can be retained and could compromise an opportunity to provide a healthy urban
forest upon completion of the Project. This alternative would also compromise the
function of the site since it would not allow the same buffer between the behavior health
care uses and the independent and assisting living units. (EIR, pp. 5-24 to 25.) For

these reasons, this alternative is rejected.

0000070987C031 55



VI. RESOLUTION REGARDING SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(c) requires an EIR to discuss the
significant irreversible environmental changes which would be caused by the proposed
project. An impact would occur under this category if, for example: (1) the Project
involved a large commitment of nonrenewable resources: (2) the primary and secondary
impacts of the Project would generally commit future generations to similar uses; (3) the
Project involves uses in which irreversible damage could result from any potential
environmental incidents associated with the Project; and (4) the proposed consumption
of resources are not justified (for example, results in wasteful use of resources).

Construction of the Project would result in a commitment of limited, slowly
renewable, and nonrenewable resources. Such resources would include certain types
of lumber and other forest products; metals such as steel, copper, and lead; aggregate
materials used in concrete and asphalt (e.g., stone, gravel, and sand); and other
construction materials such as plastic. In addition, fossil fuels used in construction
vehicles would also be consumed during construction of the Project. Operation of the
Project would involve the continued consumption of limited, nonrenewable, and slowly
renewable resources similar to other urban developments. These resources would
include natural gas and electricity, petroleum-based fuels, fossil fuels, and water.
Energy resources would be used for heating and cooling of buildings, transporting

people and goods to and from the site, heating and refrigeration for food storage and
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preparation, heating and cooling of water, and lighting. The additional vehicle trips
associated with the Project would increase regional air pollutant emissions, which would
incrementally contribute to the degradation of air quality. Under Title 24, Part 6 of the
California Code of Regulation, conservation practices limiting the amount of energy
consumed by the Project is required during operation. In addition, LEED standards
would be incorporated into the Project that would reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while also reducing energy and water usage through building efficiency measures.
Despite conservation practices and guidelines in energy conservation, commitment to
the use of the nonrenewable resources would be long-term. (EIR, pp. 4-12 to 13.)

VIl. RESOLUTION REGARDING GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(d) requires an EIR to discuss the ways in
which the proposed project could foster economic or population growth, or the
construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, in the surrounding
environment. Growth inducement, however, is not considered necessarily detrimental,
beneficial, or significant to the environment.

The Project would induce growth by providing approximately 160 new senior living
units. In addition, the expanded psychiatric care, residential treatment and chemical
dependency programs, and increased number of assisted living beds would create job
growth. However, the overall increase is consistent with existing City and regional
policies regarding population and businesses. The amount of residential and

nonresidential development is within the development parameters established by the
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City’s 2004 General Plan, and the Project does not include the extension of roads or
infrastructure. (EIR, p. 4-13.)
VIIl. RESOLUTION ADOPTING A MITIGATION MONITORING PLAN

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, the City Council hereby
adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan attached to this Resolution as
Exhibit A, and incorporated herein.

IX. RESOLUTION REGARDING CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS
The documents and materials that constitute the record of proceedings on which

these findings have been based are located at the City of Pasadena, City’s Planning
and Development Department at 175 North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, California

91101.
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X. RESOLUTION REGARDING NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Staff is directed to file a Notice of Determination with the Clerk of the County of
Los Angeles within five working days of final Project approval.
Adopted by the City Council for the City of Pasadena on the day of

, 2009 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

MARK JOMSKY, CMC, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

e KTSS

Theresa E. Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney
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