
DATE: OCTOBER 12,2009 

Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: PURCHASE OF TECHNOLOGICAL EQUIPMENT TO OUTFIT THE NEW 
POLICE HELICOPTER AS WELL AS THE PURCHASE OF AN 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize the issuance of the following 
purchase order contracts in order to equip the new police helicopter: 

(1) A purchase order contract to FLlR Systems lncorporated in an amount not to 
exceed $247,000 for the purchase of a thermal imaging camera; 

(2) A purchase order contract to Paravion Technology lncorporated in an amount 
not to exceed $1 50,000 for the purchase of one Augmented Reality System 
(ARS) helicopter mapping system and military grade computer; and 

(3) A purchase order contract to Broadcast Microwave Systems in an amount not to 
exceed $1 05,000 for the purchase of an airborne digital video down-linking 
system. 

It is further recommended that the City Council authorize issuance of a purchase order 
contract to Lenco BearCat Armored Vehicles in an amount not to exceed $280,652 for 
the purchase of an armored vehicle capable of operating in hazardous materials 
environments. 

Competitive bidding for each of these purchases is not required pursuant to City 
Charter Section 1002(C), for contracts for labor, materials, supplies or services 
available from only one vendor. 
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BACKGROUND: 

On September 22,2008, the City Council approved the purchase of a new replacement 
helicopter for the Police Department. The helicopter is currently being fabricated and 
delivery is expected in December 2009. The Police Department has received federal 
grant funding to outfit this helicopter with various forms of technology including a FLlR 
system, an ARS mapping system and a digital down-linking system. 

The FLlR system is an infrared tracking system that uses a heat profile to highlight and 
track involved persons, vehicles, structures or other objects. Not only is this equipment 
useful in the suppression of crime, it is often used to locate missing persons, lost hikers 
and in a number of other related instances. The ARS mapping system links live video 
images over a GIs based aerial mapping system, on a single screen, thereby allowing 
air crews to precisely mark important images and or landmarks during their 
investigations of public safety matters. Lastly, the digital down-linking system allows 
ground operations to view events as they appear from the helicopter. In addition to law 
enforcement applications, this equipment is vitally important during the management of 
natural disasters including, fires, hazmat incidents, building collapses, major traffic 
disruptions and a myriad of other cases. Each of these systems is propriety and has 
been standardized across the City's fleet of helicopters. As such, their respective 
manufacturers are the sole source for this equipment. 

In addition, staff is seeking approval for the purchase of an armored vehicle. This same 
vehicle is currently used by the Los Angeles, Burbank and Glendale police 
departments, and the County Sheriffs as well. In recent years, Pasadena Police have 
utilized Glendale's armored vehicle in no less than 35 operations. As such, Pasadena 
officers have developed competence and confidence with this piece of equipment. 

This vehicle is an essential piece of protective equipment used to preserve the safety of 
officers and citizens. In 2008 alone, Pasadena Police 'borrowed' Glendale's armored 
vehicle to resolve five separate potentially deadly conflicts. On February 27, 2008, 
officers used Glendale's vehicle to safely evacuate students and search Blair High 
School following the sighting of an armed student on campus. Again on August 11, 
2008 after an armed man barricaded himself and his 8 year-old son in his garage on El 
Molino Ave., Pasadena Police were forced to 'borrow' Glendale's armored vehicle to 
resolve this incident. Prior to using the vehicle to provide protection for the officers 
tasked with approaching the home to arrest the suspect, the vehicle was used to safely 
evacuate citizens from nearby homes into which the suspect earlier fired several shots. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Sufficient funds have been appropriated to the Police Department's Fiscal Year 201 0 
Operating Budget to provide for the outfitting of the helicopter. Grant funds in the 
amount of $$265,000 are available for the purchase of the armored vehicle. 



The balance of the purchase price, $1 5,652 will be covered with existing budgetary 
appropriations available within the Pasadena Police Department's Special Enforcement 
Section's Critical Incident Response Team, Account #8505-207-401500. 

Respectfully Submitted, - 

City ~ahager  

//,i EdRM~ bi 
Robe . ulhall, Captain 
Air v t i o n s  ~ectio-n 

Chief of Police 
















