
Report 

DATE: NOVEMBER 3,2008 

TO: CITYCOUNCIL 

FROM: CITY CLERK 

SUBJECT: DIRECT THE CITY CLERK TO POST CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENTS ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE FOR CANDIDATES 
AND OFFICEHOLDERS FOR CITY COUNCIL AND PASADENA 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (PUSD) BOARD OF EDUCATION, 
AND FOR LOCAL POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council direct the City Clerk to post campaign 
disclosure statements on the City's website for candidates and officeholders for 
City Council and PUSD Board of Education, and for local political action 
committees. 

BACKGROUND: 

On August 4, 2008, the City Clerk received direction to provide information and a 
recommendation regarding the feasibility of posting campaign disclosure 
statements on the City's website, with recommended policies and procedures for 
posting statements, and an overview of practices adopted by other local 
municipalities. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 81000 (Attachment A), also known as the 
California Political Reform Act, candidates and committees are required to file 
campaign disclosure statements which provide detailed accounting information 
on money spent or contributions received in support or opposition of a candidate, 
campaign, or measure. Campaign disclosure statements related to Pasadena 
local elections for City Council, PUSD, and local measures are filed with the City 
Clerk. For those candidates or committees that have spent or received more 
than $1,000 in a calendar year, disclosure statements are required to be filed on 
a semi-annual basis, with increased reporting required during election years. 
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Government Code Section 81 008(a) states, "Every report and statement filed 
pursuant to this title is a public record open for public inspection and reproduction 
during regular business hours, commencing as soon as practicable, but in any 
event not later than the second business day following the day on which it was 
received." In accordance with the provisions of the Political Reform Act, current 
practices of the City Clerk's Office allow for public inspection of these statements 
and reproduction of hard copies for a nominal fee. It is anticipated that 
statements can be scanned and made available on the City's webpage no later 
than the second business day following a filing deadline. 

There are several positive aspects in posting campaign disclosure statements on 
the City's website. Having these documents available on the Internet increases 
public access to information and provides greater transparency regarding the 
election process and campaign finance. This will also augment the Taxpayer 
Protection Act (TPA) information posted on the City's webpage, providing a more 
complete picture regarding campaign finance in Pasadena. Finally, there will be 
a reduction in staff time and resources needed to retrieve and reproduce copies 
for those individuals requesting records. Logistically, posting and maintaining 
statements on the website is not a difficult task and will reduce the number of 
requests received by the City Clerk's Office for this type of information. 

Requests for information related to campaign disclosure statements often require 
statements from two similar election cycles to provide the individual with the 
proper historical perspective as it relates to contributions received and money 
spent for a certain race. For instance, the upcoming 2009 election cycle will 
determine the races for City Council Districts 3, 5, and 7, and Board of Education 
Seats 1, 3, 5, and 7. The relevant campaign statements would not only include 
current statements but also those that were filed for the 2005 election, so that all 
previous campaign contributions and expenditures from the last election cycle 
are provided. A total of not more than four election cycles will be available on the 
City's webpage at one time. This will allow the City to meet the informational 
needs of the public without creating too much information so that it becomes a 
difficult tool to use. 

The types of statements that will be made available to the public via the website 
are those that provide the most relevant and requested information. This will 
include Campaign Disclosure Form 460 semi-annual statements, pre-election 
statements, amendments, and termination statements for campaigns that spend 
or receive more than $1,000 in a calendar year; Form 470 Short Form 
statements for campaigns that do not spend or receive $1,000 in a calendar year; 
Form 496 Independent Expenditure statements used for reporting expenditures 
that take place late in the election process; and Form 497 Contribution 
statements used for reporting contributions received late in the election process. 
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Attachment B provides a brief description of various California cities and their 
practices concerning the posting of campaign statements on the Internet. Some 
of the local cities often compared to Pasadena, such as City of Glendale, City of 
Burbank, City of Los Angeles, and City of Santa Monica, currently provide 
campaign statements, in one form or another, online for public access. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The total cost in terms of staff time needed for preparation of the webpage, 
scanning of documents, and posting of information on the website, as well as the 
loss of revenue received from the collection of duplication charges, is nominal 
and will be absorbed in the City Clerk's budget. 

Respectfullyubmitted, 

ar Jo sky, CMC c 
City C I $ ~  - 














