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TO:
Through:

CITY COUNCIL
FINANCE COMMITTEE

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

DATE: April 28, 2008

SUBJECT: ANNUAL AMENDMENTS TO THE GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the City Council adopt by resolution the fiscal year 2009
General Fee Schedule, which contains amended fees using data gathered during the
annual review of Cost of Service. These amended fees shall take effect on July 1,
2008.
BACKGROUND
Pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code section 1.08.070, the amount of any fee
established by resolution of the City Council shall not exceed the cost incurred by the
city in providing the service, use, action or item for which the fee is charged.
Moreover, a written schedule of fees, designated the General Fee Schedule, adopted
by resolution of the City Council shall be filed with the City Clerk and shall be
available for public inspection during regular business hours.
Annually these fees are reviewed in order to: determine whether or not there should
be increases or decreases based on the cost of providing services; determine
whether new fees for new services are warranted, as well as to determine whether
some fees should be eliminated. Short of these types of changes, fees may also be
held constant or increased by an amount equal to the change in the consumer price
index (CPI) for the Los Angeles-Orange-Riverside counties for the preceding twelvemonth period ending March 1, which for the most recent period equaled 3.10%.
Most significant this year is the adoption of International Code Council (ICC) building
code mandated by the State of California and approved by City Council on
December 3, 2007. In July, 2007 the city contracted with Matrix Consulting Group to
determine the full cost of providing services under the ICC or California Building
Code and to ensure that what the city is charging for a given service bears a
relationship to the fee that is charged. The study included all charges for providing
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plan check and inspection services which include development project fees that
"apply to the filing, acceptance, review, approval or issuance of an application,
permit, or entitlement to use". These fees relate to Planning and Development,
Public Works and Fire Department and are included in the Schedule. The proposed
fee changes adjust the methodology of the plan check and inspection process cost
recovery, but the overall costs will remain the same for the majority of projects. The
last significant change to these fees was in fiscal year 1994.
The attached Schedule includes the following: 1) a description of each fee; 2) the
current fee, as adopted by the City Council on April 23, 2007 for fiscal year 2008;
and, 3) the fee amount recommended by staff. Additionally, where staff is
recommending new fees, deleting fees or adopting fees that exceed the change in
CPI additional information supporting such recommendations follows the Fiscal
Impact portion in the Notes to General Fee Schedule.

FISCAL IMPACT
Adoption of the staff recommendation is expected to increase revenues in fiscal year
2009 in the General Fund by approximately, $269,980. These revenue projections
have been factored into the General Fund five year financial plan, as well as the
recommended operating budget.

Respectfully submitted,
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Bernard K. Melekian,
City Manager

Prepared by:

Approved by:

Budget Administrator

Director of Finance

RESOLUTION NO.
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
APPROVING THE GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009
The City Council of the City of Pasadena resolves as follows:
1. The General Fee Schedule entitled "General Fee Schedule
Fiscal Year 2009" and dated April, 2008, attached hereto, is
hereby approved.
2. The City Manager is directed to begin collecting these fees for
Fiscal Year 2009, effective July 1, 2008.
Adopted at the regular meeting of the City Council on the 28" day of
April, 2008 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Jane Rodriguez
City Clerk

k'

Nic olas George Rodriguez
Assistant City Attorney

