
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: APRIL 14,2008 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ZONING CODE AMENDMENTS RELATED TO DESIGN REVIEW 
OF ClTY PROJECTS 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council: 

I. Acknowledge that the proposed code amendments are categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under 
§I 5061, general rule that CEQA only applies to projects which have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment; 

2. Acknowledge that the amendments to the Design Review chapter of Title 
17 (Ch. 17.61.030) were initiated by the City Council on October 8, 2007 at 
a joint meeting with the Design Commission where the process for design 
review of public projects was discussed; 

3. Approve a finding of consistency with the General Plan as contained in this 
report; 

4. Approve the proposed Zoning Code Amendments as contained in this 
report. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
On February 13, 2008, at a noticed public hearing, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of this set of Zoning Code amendments. 

BACKGROUND: 
The City has required design review of City projects for over 25 years. These 
reviews, which are advisory to the City Council, include new construction (e.g., 
Conference Center, Water & Power office building), major renovations of existing 
facilities (e.g., Gold Shell at the Levitt Pavillion) and minor structures (e.g., park 
restroom buildings). During the past five years, the Commission has reviewed 46 
projects from City departments. 
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The design review procedures for public projects are set forth in Title 2 of the 
Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC-Ch. 2.80.1 10). At a joint meeting with the 
Design Commission on October 8, 2007, the City Council discussed changing the 
current design review procedure for public projects from an advisory review to a 
decision-making review, mirroring the process for private projects. It subsequently 
directed staff to prepare amendments to the Pasadena Municipal Code to change 
these procedures. There are minor elements in Title 17 (e.g., tables listing design 
review authority of Planning Director and Design Commission) that will need to be 
amended to reflect the new procedures in Title 2. 

Analysis: 
In the relevant sections of Tables 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 and 6-5, the language regarding 
review of public projects citywide will be changed to mirror the procedure for 
private projects in the Central District. New construction of buildings 5,000 square 
feet or more, substantial alterations to existing buildings 10,000 square feet or 
more and major historic preservation projects (including major projects affecting 
significant interiors of the Central Library, City Hall and Civic Auditorium) will be 
reviewed by the Design Commission (with advice from the Historic Preservation 
Commission for projects affecting city-owned historic resources). New 
construction of buildings less than 5,000 square feet, substantial alterations to 
existing buildings less than 10,000 square feet and minor historic preservation 
projects will be reviewed by the Director of Planning and Development. In 
addition, there will be a provision allowing the City Manager and executive 
directors of the Rose Bowl and Convention Center to bring projects directly to the 
City Council if there are concerns about budget and/or schedule. 

Environmental Review: 
The proposed code amendments are categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act under 91 5061, general rule that CEQA only applies to 
projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the 
environment. 

General Plan Consistency: 
The proposed revisions to the Zoning Code are consistent with the following 
objective and policies of the City's General Plan. 

The amendments are supported by Objective 5 in the Land Use Element, which 
states, "Objective 5 - Character and Scale of Pasadena: Preservation of 
Pasadena's character and scale, including its traditional urban design form and 
historic character, shall be given highest priority in the consideration of future 
development." Policies related to this objective focus on use of design guidelines 
and encouragement of high quality contextual design that enhances the well-being 
of the city. 



FISCAL IMPACT: 
The proposed amendment is not expected to affect the cost of publicly funded 
projects because the code already requires design review, and there is a provision 
in the code amendment to allow some projects to proceed directly to City Council if 
there are concerns about the effects of design review on budget or on schedule. 

Re~~pectfully Submitted, 

~ j ! b & 6 n i b n ,  Planner 

F' Director of Planning and Development 

Bernard K. Melekian 
City Manager 

ATTACHMENT A: Revised Tables 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 and 6-5 














