
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: APRIL 14, 2008 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND ADOPT 
AMENDMENT ONE TO THE THIRD AMENDED AND RESTATED 
JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT OF THE SAN 
GABRIEL VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION: ! 
It is recommended that City Council approve adoption of a resolution to approve 
and adopt Amendment One to the Third Amended and Restated Joint Exercise 
of Powers Agreement of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments to allow 
three water agencies (Three Valleys Municipal Water District, San Gabriel Valley 
Municipal Water District, and the Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 
District) to join the SGVCOG under a single membership. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its October 1 8 ' ~ ~  2007 meeting, the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments' (SGVCOG) Governing Board approved a request by three of the 
San Gabriel Valley's water agencies (Three Valleys MWD, San Gabriel Valley 
MWD, and Upper San Gabriel Valley MWD) to be admitted to the SGVCOG 
under a single membership. On February 21St, the Governing Board approved 
Amendment One to the Third Amended JPA and directed that Amendment One 
be submitted to the legislative bodies of the SGVCOG's member agencies for 
their approval. 

The goal of this decision was to continue to expand the organizational base of 
the SGVCOG into a true Council of Governments, in which representative 
stakeholders from all of the Valley's governments would work together to provide 
input and support for Valley-wide programs and projects. The admission of the 
water agencies represents the logical extension of a process that was begun in 
2007 when Los Angeles County was granted membership into the SGVCOG. 
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The SGVCOG's expanded base will provide the additional resources and 
networks to address the many issues that impact the Valley. It also moves the 
organization away from its dependence on the cities in shouldering the financial 
burden for resources that serve a much broader regional interest. 

Water Issues in the San Gabriel Valley 

Given the current issues, such as the drought and potential water rationing, as 
well as the funding available under Proposition 1E and 84, this is a critical period 
for addressing water issues in the San Gabriel Valley. This can best be achieved 
by creating a close working relationship between our cities and the Valley's water 
agencies. A strong working relationship between the Valley's cities and water 
districts is especially important given that the San Gabriel Valley's main source of 
water supply comes from its groundwater basin; in fact, 90% or 280,000 acre-feet 
of the Valley's annual water supply come from the basin. 

Amendment to the JPA 

The most significant changes to the SGVCOG's JPA that are included in 
Amendment One are as follows: 

1. Amendment One will enable a single legal entity representing the water 
agencies to join the SGVCOG and represent the interests of the water 
agencies in the San Gabriel Valley. The water agencies will have a single 
vote on the SGVCOG Governing Board. They will be able to participate 
on relevant standing and ad hoc committees, such as the Energy, 
Environment and Natural Resources (EENR) Committee. 

2. The three water agencies will pay a joint membership fee of $30,000, 
which is equal to the current SGVCOG member dues cap. 

3. The water agencies will select both a delegate and alternate from among 
their boards of directors to serve on the SGVCOG Governing Board. Both 
the delegate and alternate will be publicly elected officials that reside in 
the San Gabriel Valley. The water agencies will follow all existing 
SGVCOG bylaws with regards to appointing their delegate and alternate. 

4. SGVCOG policy is being clarified to indicate that any Member withdrawing 
from the SGVCOG will not be entitled to any reimbursement of the annual 
dues that have been paid by the member. 

If sixteen member agencies approve and execute Amendment One, it will be 
effective and the entity representing the water agencies will be able to join the 
SGVCOG as soon as it too approves and executes both the Third Amended and 
Restated JPA and Amendment One. 
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The SGVCOG bylaws are also being amended to reflect the water agencies' 
admission in the SGVCOG and they will be presented to the SGVCOG 
Governing Board for action at an upcoming meeting. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Approval of this amendment will not result in any increase to the City's current 
membership expense. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BERNARD K. MELEKIAN 
City Manager 

Prepared and Approved by: 

pf .d&-  
J le A. Gutierrez 
~ksistant City Manager 














