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TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: DECEMBER 3,2007 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 314 DEL REY AVENUE AS A LANDMARK 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8, 
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA 
Guidelines, Article 19, §I 5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
property at 314 Del Rey Avenue is significant under Criterion C for 
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. $17.62.40 C) because the house 

I 
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embodies the distinctive characteristics of Arts and Crafts1 California I 

Bungalows in the "Boulder Bungalow" style of residential architecture. 1 
3. Approve the designation of the property at 314 Del Rey Avenue as a I 

landmark. 
4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark 

Designation for 314 Del Rey Avenue, Pasadena, California; 
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark 

i I 
Designation for 314 Del Rey Avenue, Pasadena, California; and i 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. i I 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On October 15, 2007, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
314 Del Rey Avenue as a landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

On August 6, 2007, the property owner, Nick Papaioanu, submitted an 
application for landmark designation of his house at 314 Del Rey Avenue. The 
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staff evaluated the property according to the landmark criteria in Title 17 of the 
P.M.C., and found that the house qualified for landmark designation and 
informed the applicant on September 5, 2007. The Historic Preservation 
Commission concurred with this decision. 

DESCRIPTION 

The one-story house, on a corner lot, was built in 1925 by Andreas Papaioanu for 
his family's residence. The property has been owned by his family ever since, 
his son is the current owner. Andreas Papaioanu, an immigrant from Greece, 
used the skills he learned in Greece to construct the exterior walls of this house 
with large river-rock boulders from the Eaton Canyon Wash. The house has a 
symmetrical front elevation facing Del Rey Avenue and a U-plan with a side 
porch facing Sierra Madre Blvd. A garage and curved privacy wall were also built 
of similar boulders. 

ANALYSIS 

The 1,800 square foot "Boulder Bungalow" house has a hipped roof and a large 
projecting front porch supported by river-rock columns. The strong horizontal 
lines, low pitched roof with wide overhanging eaves, dormer on the south side, 
and wood windows are characteristic of California Bungalows. 

The property at 3060 San Pasqual St. is eligible for designation under Criterion 
C, (§I 7.62.040 PMC): 

(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a historic 
resource property type, period, architectural style or method of 
construction, or is an exceptional representation of the work of an 
architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose work is significant to 
the city, or that possesses high artistic values that are significant to 
the city. 

Under this criterion, the house at 314 Del Rey Avenue is significant as an intact 
vernacular example of an Arts and Crafts bungalow in the "Boulder Bungalow" 
style. Although bungalows in Pasadena often had boulders or cobblestones for 
retaining walls, chimneys and porch piers, they rarely had entire walls of stone; 
only three examples remain in the City. 

Given the consistency in materials and age, the garage and curved privacy wall 
are also contributing features of the property. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In the City's 
General Fee Schedule, there is no fee for applications for exterior alterations to a 



designated landmark. Owners of properties with a historic designation may also 
apply for a Historic Property Contract (Mills Act) with the City. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ city Manager 

Prepared by: Approved by: 

Darrell Cozen (3 
Senior Planner Direct P nning & Development t33 
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