
Report 
September 18, 2006 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Cynthia J. Kurtz 
City Manager 

SUBJECT: MODIFY THE ROLE OF THE UTILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION INTO 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ADVISING THE 
CITY COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS CITYWIDE 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Authorize the creation and establishment of a commission of the city to be 
know as the Environmental Advisory Commission in place of the Utility 
Advisory Commission; and 

Direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance to amend the Pasadena 
Municipal Code to: 

a. Create and establish a commission of the city to be known as the 
"Environmental Advisory Commission;" 

b. Require that members of the Environmental Advisory Commission 
have qualifications that include: experience in at least one of the 
Urban Environmental Accords thematic areas or have professional 
experience in the environmental field; and 

c. Adopt the purpose and function of the Environmental Advisory 
Commission as recommended in the agenda report. 

BACKGROUND: 
To advance the City's leadership role in addressing urban environmental matters, 
the Municipal Services Committee, at its meeting on August 16, 2006, 
recommended the replacement of the Utility Advisory Commission (UAC) with an 
Environmental Advisory Commission. 

The UAC was formed in 1987 to advise the City Council on policy matters 
relating to the operation of the City's water and power utilities, including 
environmental issues specific to water and power. During the last 20 years, 
however, environmental policies affecting the City have become more complex 
and require the focus of a policy advisory body with a broader environmental 

-- 

MEETING OF 0 9 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 6  AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - D- 1 



City Council 
Environmental Advisory Commission Proposal 
Page 2 of 4 

emphasis that will address a variety of environmental issues impacting the City. 
These include many items related to water and power, but go well beyond these 
two areas into the seven thematic areas of the Urban Environmental Accords 
(UEA) (Attachment I).  

The City's environmental efforts began in 1994 when the former Office of 
Environmental Affairs developed the City's Environmental Charter (Attachment 
2). The charter was published in the City's conservation resource guide and calls 
for the City to be an environmental advocate and a leader in environmental 
compliance and protection. Recent actions in support of creating a sustainable 
future include the adoption of the Green Building Practices Ordinance in March 
2006 that requires the design and construction of new buildings to be 
environmentally sound. In addition, the City Council is considering the 
endorsement of the United Nations Green Cities Declaration and UEA, a set of 
21 actions for cities to take as first steps in addressing urban sustainability and 
providing a clean, healthy and safe environment for all members of society. 

Commission Purpose and Function 

The proposed Environmental Advisory Commission would advise the City 
Council and make policy recommendations in support of the goals and objectives 
of the City's Environmental Charter and advise the City Council on the seven 
thematic areas of the United Nations UEA: 

1. Energy (renewable, efficiency, climate change); 

2. Waste Reduction (zero waste, manufacturer and consumer responsibilrty); 

3. Urban Design (green building, urban planning, revitalization); 

4. Urban Nature (parks, habitat restoration, wildlife); 

5. Transportation (public transportation, clean vehicles, reducing 
congestion); 

6. Environmental Health (toxic reduction, healthy food systems, clean air); and 

7. Water (access and efficiency, conservation, reduction). 

Though several thematic areas are currently under the purview of other existing 
commissions, the Environmental Advisory Commission will consult and 
cooperate with other commissions and public agencies in carrying out their 
responsibilities and functions. In addition, the Commission would: 

1. provide comment on the City's annual report demonstrating its 
progress and compliance to the adopted UEA Action Plan; 
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2. conduct outreach and education to the public, small businesses and 
industry regarding environmental concerns; and, 

3. conduct any other activities directed by the City Council. 

As an advisory group, the functions of the Environmental Advisory Commission 
will exclude oversight on daily administrative and operational activities of the City 
and issues not specifically assigned to the Commission, unless requested by the 
City Council. Environmental policies this Commission will advise on will relate to 
different city departments: Fire, Public Health, Planning and Development, Public 
Works, Transportation, Water and Power, and others as appropriate. 

Environmental Advisorv Commission Membership 

Similar to other established commissions, it is proposed that the Environmental 
Advisory Commission be comprised of nine members who will be appointed as 
follows: 

1. Each of the seven council members and the mayor will nominate one 
member for a total of eight members. 

2. The mayor will nominate the remaining one member from persons 
recommended by the seven council members. 

3. All appointments will be subject to ratification by the City Council. 

Environmental Advisorv Commission Member Qualifications 

Members of the Environmental Advisory Commission shall be city residents and 
should have experience in at least one of the environmental thematic areas, 
which are proposed for review by this commission or have professional 
experience in the environmental field. 

The Pasadena Municipal Code sets forth for other advisory commissions 
requirements related to attendance, election of officers, rules and regulations, 
annual report and disclosure requirements. Similar provisions would be 
appropriate for the Environmental Advisory Commission. 

Staff Support 

Water and Power Department staff will provide the administrative services to the 
Environmental Advisory Commission, such as agenda preparation and 
dissemination, and recording the minutes. The information and reports needed 
by the commission to carry out its responsibilities will be developed by various 
city department(s) based on the focus of the commission's activities. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

There would be no direct fiscal impact as a result of creating the proposed 
Environmental Advisory Commission in lieu of the existing UAC. 

Respectfully submitted, / 

Lf *Zk /g  
ynthia J. K rtz 

city Manager 

Prepared by: 

Fred Lyn 
I 

Management Analyst Ill 
Water and Power Department 

Approved by: 

(lJfLg5,LL-G 
Phylli E. Currie 
~enera l  Manager 
Water and Power Department 








