
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: MARCH 27,2006 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 17 AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY OF PASADENA TO ESTABLISH A HEIGHT 
OVERLAY DISTRICT, LIMIT MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHTS, AND 
LOWER ENCROACHMENT PLANES 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING CODE), ARTICLE 2 (ZONING MAP) TO ESTABLISH A HEIGHT 
OVERLAY DISTRICT (HL-28) ON CERTAIN PARCELS ALONG NORTH 
ALLEN AVENUE AND AMENDING THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS OF 
THE COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS TO LIMIT THE 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT AND LOWER THE ENCROACHMENT PLANE 
REQUIREMENTS WHEN ABUTTING RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS. 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements and codifies the Zoning Code and Zoning Map amendments 
approved by the City Council on November 21, 2005, to reduce the allowed height in 
commercial and industrial districts for those buildings that abut low-density residential zones, 
including those within Specific Plan areas. This ordinance follows up on the September 12, 
200.5 moratorium on the issuance of building permits for structures three stories or taller within 
any zone (except Specific Plan areas) abutting residential single-family zones, which was 
effective until October 27, 2005. The moratorium will be replaced by this ordinance. The time 
to process this ordinance at the staff level was extended by the complexity of the related 
graphics, the necessity for a survey regarding the correct height for the area on North Allen 
Avenue, and to allow for meetings with neighborhood associations, to receive input on the 
proposed height limit. 
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REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

This legislation is needed to further the City's General Plan goal "to preserve the character, scale 
and quality of established residential neighborhoods." This legislation would eliminate the 
conflict between the height of new development in commercial and industrial districts, and 
abutting single-family zones. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning and Development Department will implement the proposed ordinance through 
modifications to the Zoning Code and Zoning Map and processing of subsequent building 
requests on the affected properties. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this amendment to the Zoning Code. 
Permitting fees will be collected from any future development proposed on the properties 
impacted. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

A Negative Declaration was prepared and approved for the project in conformance with the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele Beal Bagneri 

Prepared by: 
City Attorney ;J' 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
Deputy City Attorney 



Introduced by Council Member: 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING CODE), ARTICLE 2 (ZONING MAP) TO ESTABLISH A HEIGHT 
OVERLAY DISTRICT (HL-28) ON CERTAIN PARCELS ALONG NORTH 
ALLEN AVENUE AND AMENDING THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS OF 
THE COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS TO LIMIT THE 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT AND LOWER THE ENCROACHMENT PLANE 
REQUIREMENTS WHEN ABUTTING RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS. 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding publication will be 

published by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the Charter. The approved 

summary of this ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

Ordinance No. amends Title 17 (Zoning Code) and Zoning Map. Title 17 is 

amended by revising Table 2-6 - Commercial and Industrial District General Development 

Standards; changing footnote three to limit new development in all commercial and industrial 

zones to 36 feet in height and two stories when abutting low-density residential; replacing in its 

entirety Section 17.40.160 Setback and Encroachment Plane Requirements and Exceptions, 

Subsection B. and D.; and Tables 3-4, 3-7, 3-8, 3-9,3-17 and Article 3 Section 17.34.040 

pertaining to Specific Plan Areas. The development standards will remain the same with the 

exception of the following four changes: ( I )  exempt properties that abut parking (PK) overlay 

districts from the setback and encroachment plane standards; (2) include the CO district in the 

regulation; (3) create a different standard for properties that abut low-density residential districts 

that reduces the encroachment plane measurement point from 20 feet to six feet; and (4) 

incorporate the existing encroachment plane standards from Specific Plans into the Title 17. The 



official Zoning Map of the City of Pasadena is amended to establish a Height Overlay District 

(HL-28) for certain properties designated as CL (Limited Commercial) along North Allen 

Avenue. A map showing this amendment is attached to the full text of the ordinance and is on 

file in the City Clerk's Office. 

Ordinance No. shall take effect 30 days from its publication." 

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall cause 

this ordinance to be published in summary. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication. 

Signed and approved this day of ,2006. 

Bill Bogaard 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City 
of Pasadena at its meeting held day of 2006, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Date Published: 

Jane L. Rodriquez, CMC 
City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
Deputy City Attorney 








































