Report

TO:

CITY COUNCIL

DATE: MARCH 20,2006

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT:

DESIGNATION OF 539 NORTH LOS ROBLES AVENUE AS A
LANDMARK

I

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council:
1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8,
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA
Guidelines, Article 19, § I 5308);
2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the
house at 539 North Los Robles Avenue is significant under Criterion c for
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. 517.62.40 B) because it is
architecturally intact and an excellent example of a one and one-half story
bungalow from the Arts and Crafts period.
3. A p p r ~ v ethe designation of the property at 539 North LQSR ~ b l e sAvenue
as a landmark.
4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 539 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California;
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 539 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California; and
6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County
Recorder.
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

On February 6, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of
539 North Los Robles Avenue as a landmark.
BACKGROUND

Property owners, Steffi & Frank Lakey, submitted the application for designation
of 539 North Los Robles Avenue. Because of the property's integrity and its
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importance as an intact representation of a one and one-half story bungalow
from the Arts and Crafts period, the staff and the Historic Preservation
Commission have concurred that the property should be designated as a
landmark.
DESCRIPTION

Permitted in 1905', the one and one-half story house is located on North Los
Robles between Villa Street and Parke Street. The surrounding neighborhood
contains a mixture of single-family homes from the late 1890's to the 1920's with
many multi-family properties built from 1940 through 1963 and a few properties
redeveloped in the 1980's and 1990's.
The 2,585-square-foot house exhibits typical Arts and Crafts features including
clapboard siding on the first floor and wood-shingle wall cladding on the gables;
double-hung wood windows; a wide wood front door with a beveled glass light;
vented gables; exposed rafters on the horizontal portions of the roof and
triangular braces on the sloping roofs. In addition to the residence, the property
has an original detached two-car garage in the same style as the house. This
garage and the wood pergola with wisteria in the back yard are both contributing
features.
Alterations include the addition of a second dormer on the south elevation, a
small balcony on the rear (west) elevation, an enlarged back porch deck, a side
yard fence and gate and re-designed front porch steps. The house is not
included in the City's National Register nomination of Arts and Crafts period
houses2.
ANALYSIS

The property at 539 North Los Robles Avenue is eligible for designation under
Criterion c, (s17.62.040 PMC) which states:
(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
historic resource property type, period, architectural style or
method of construction, or is an exceptional representation of
the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
work is significant to the city or that possesses high artistic
values that are significant to the city.
Under this criterion, 539 North Los Robles Avenue is significant as an intact
example of Arts and Crafts period residential architecture. The house has a high
level of architectural integrity (its ability to demonstrate why it is significant)

'

The building permit was issued on November 22, 1905, but there is no record of the house in
the city directory or tax rolls until 1908.
2
The influence of the Arts & Crafts Movement, 1997, Lauren Bricker, Robert Winter and Janet
Tearnen.

through its design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The
house is in its original location and has undergone few significant alterations
since its original construction.
According to the City's listing of Arts and Crafts period houses compiled by John
~ i p l ethe
~ ~house
,
was built by Charles C. Thompson. According to city
directories, Charles moved to Pasadena from Iowa in 1882 and he and his wife
Belle Thompson lived in this house for over thirty years. There is no additional
information about the ownerlbuilder in the City's archives or records.

FISCAL IMPACT
Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance.
Respectfully submitted,
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Pasadena Houses of the Craftsman Era, 1995

