Agenda Report

TO:

CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

DATE: MARCH 20,2006

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 660 ELIZABETH STREET AS A LANDMARK
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the City Council:

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8,
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA
Guidelines, Article 19, § I 5308);
2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the
house at 660 Elizabeth Street is significant under Criterion c for
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. S17.62.40 B) because it is
architecturally intact and an excellent example of a two-story Arts and
Crafts period house.
3. Approve the designation of the property at 660 Elizabeth Street as a
landmark.
4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 660 Elizabeth Street, Pasadena, California;
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 660 Elizabeth Street, Pasadena, California; and
6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County
Recorder.
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
On January 17, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of
660 Elizabeth Street as a landmark.
BACKGROUND
Property owners, Ebram, Roobina & Arbi Sookazian, submitted the application
for designation of 660 Elizabeth Street. Because of the property's integrity and
its importance as an intact representation of a two-story Arts and Crafts period

MEETING OF

a

AGENDAITEMNO.

6.8.

8 : 0 0 P.M.

house, the staff and the Historic Preservation Commission have concurred that
the property should be designated as a landmark.

DESCRIPTION
Built in 1908, the two-story house is sited on a lot at the southeast corner of
Elizabeth Street and North El Molino Avenue, with the front of the house facing
Elizabeth Street. The surrounding neighborhood contains a mixture of houses
predominantly from the 1900's to the 1920's with a few from the 1930's through
the 1950's. In addition to the residence, the property has a detached two-car
garage in the same style as the house.
The 2,416-square-foot house exhibits typical Arts and Crafts features including
clapboard siding on the first floor and wood-shingle wall cladding on the second
floor and gables; wood double-hung and casement windows with divided lights; a
wide wood front door with a large oval window; Arroyo-stone foundation, porch,
columns and chimney; vented gables; exposed rafters on the horizontal portions
of the roof and triangular braces on the sloping roofs. The house includes a
frieze at the base of the gables and between the first and second stories, with
those at the gables having large, widely-spaced dentils. The house appears
higher than a typical two-story house due to the presence of a full walk-out
basement which extends above grade on the south elevation.
Apparent alterations include enclosure of a small porch at the southwest corner
of the house and, at the southeast corner, either a porch was filled-in or new
windows were installed in place of what may have been an open or screened-in
area.

ANALYSIS
The property, at 660 Elizabeth Street is eligible for designation under Criterion c,
(§17.62.040 PMC) :
(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
historic resource property type, period, architectural style or
method of construction, or is an exceptional representation of
the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
work is significant to the city, or that possesses high artistic
values that are significant to the city.
Under this criterion, 660 Elizabeth Street is significant as an intact example of
Arts and Crafts period residential architecture. The house has a high level of
architectural integrity (its ability to demonstrate why it is significant) through its
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The
house is in its original location, is among a number of other houses from the
same period, has undergone few alterations since its original construction and

has been well-maintained. Contributing features of the site include the house
and garage, with the perimeter chain-link fence being a non-contributing feature.
According to the City's listing of Arts and Crafts period houses compiled by John
Ripley, the house was built by Seth C. Rees, pastor of the Nazarene University
Church at the corner of Hill Avenue and Washington Boulevard, and was
designed by Santa Barbara architect Francis W. Wilson. There is no information
about the ownerlbuilder in the City's archives or records and the house is the
only Arts and Crafts period house in Pasadena designed by Wilson.
FISCAL IMPACT

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance.
Respectfully submitted,
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