Agenda Report
DATE: JUNE 19,2006

TO:

CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT:

DESIGNATION OF 492 ELDORA ROAD AS A LANDMARK

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the City Council:
I.Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8,
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA
Guidelines, Article 19, s15308);
2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the
house at 492 Eldora Road is significant under Criterion B for designation
as a landmark (P.M.C. 917.62.40 B) because of its association with the
lives of persons historically significant in the history of the city.
3. Approve the designation of the property at 492 Eldora Road as a
landmark.
4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 492 Eldora Road, Pasadena, California;
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark
Designation for 492 Eldora Road, Pasadena, California; and
6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County
Recorder.

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
On May 1, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of
492 Eldora Road as a landmark.
BACKGROUND
The property owner, Jeremy Hardy, submitted the application for designation of
492 Eldora Road. Because its association with the lives of persons important to
the history of Pasadena, the staff and the Historic Preservation Commission have
concurred that the property should be designated as a landmark.
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DESCRIPTION
The one-and-a-half-story house (2,315 square feet) is sited on a north-facing
middle lot entered from the public sidewalk by a curving stone path. It is a woodframe house, with two projecting steeply pitched gabled wings creating a three
bay fapde. Above the center bay is a shed roof dormer. The exterior walls are
red tapestry brick. A brick chimney rises from the roof on the west side of the
house. Southeast of the house is the garage, which has red-brick piers, a flat
roof with tile coping, and a spandrel with half-timbering matching the halftimbering on the gable of the house. In the front yard, there are brick piers with
cast-stone coping, and one with a wrought-iron lantern; one of the brick piers has
been rebuilt and is non-contributing. Both the house and the garage and the
original brick piers have retained their architectural integrity, a required finding for
historic designation.

HISTORY
The house at 492 Eldora Road was built in the Tudor Revival style and designed
circa 1921 by Harry L Pierce. Its first resident was Clarence P. Day. Day (18851969) was a well-known contractor and engineer in Pasadena throughout his
professional life. After working with the Olmsted Brothers firm in the East, Day
moved to Pasadena in the early 1900's. Working with the Allin Brothers'
engineering firm, he helped with the design of the Annandale and Oak Knoll
neighborhoods. Around 1910, he did the survey work for the new Caltech
campus. His subdivisions, including the 1923 design of the Eldora Park
neighborhood, were known for their winding streets which are reminiscent of his
original Olmsted training. Day's firm later did work on the Grace Nicholson
Building (Pacific Asia Museum) and the Westminster Presbyterian Church (both
landmarks). Outside of Pasadena, Day was known for the development of the
Pacific Palisades as well as being the head of civil engineering at Camp
Pendleton.
Another notable resident was Henry T. Wilfong, Jr. (b.1934), who moved into the
house in 1968. Wilfong was the first African American to be elected as a
member of the Pasadena Board of City Directors (1973-1977). He also founded
the National Association of Minority CPA firms in 1970.

The property, at 492 Eldora Road is eligible for designation under Criterion B:
[The property] is associated with the lives of persons who are significant in
the history of the city. Properties eligible [under this criterion] are usually
associated with a person's productive life, reflecting the time period when
he or she achieved significance. (How to Apply the National Register

Criteria for Evaluation, National Park Service, Park Service ~ull'etin#15,
2002)
The house was built for Clarence P. Day, an accomplished engineer and
landscape architect who designed the Eldora Park neighborhood in Pasadena.
Day is significant in the history of the city because he was responsible for the
original surveying of the Caltech campus, the construction of two major public
buildings, and the compilation of cartographical data of the district formerly
known as North Pasadena before its annexation. As such, Day's actions while
he was a resident of the house were demonstrably important within a local
historic context.
Henry T. Wilfong, Jr. occupied the house beginning in 1968. Wilfong is
significant in the history of the city because he was the first African American to
be elected as a member of the Pasadena Board of City Directors. He served one
term while he lived in the house at 492 Eldora, and left office in 1977. As such,
Wilfong's actions while he was a resident of the house were demonstrably
important within a local historic context.

FISCAL IMPACT
Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance.
Respectfully submitted,
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