
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: JUNE 19,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 1044 E. ORANGE GROVE BOULEVARD (LOS 
ARCOS COURT) AS A LANDMARK 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8, 
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA 
Guidelines, Article 19, § I  5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
bungalow court at 1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard is significant under 
Criterion c for designation as a landmark (P.M.C. $17.62.040 B) because 
it is exceptional in the embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a 
wide-form bungalow court in Mission style. 

3. Approve the designation of the property at 1044 E. Orange Grove 
Boulevard as a landmark. 

4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard, Pasadena, California; 
and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On May 1, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard as a landmark. 
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BACKGROUND 

The staff and the Historic Preservation Commission have concurred that the 
property should be designated as a landmark due to the property's integrity and 
its importance as an intact representation of a wide-form Mission Style bungalow 
court. 

Prior to submitting this application for landmark designation, the property owner, 
Parviz Taba, submitted a request for waivers of four City of Gardens 
requirements in order to add 384 square feet of building area to the rear 
bungalow and to build sufficient covered parking to allow the bungalow court to 
be converted from rental property to for-sale condominiums. Staff has reviewed 
and approved a Design Review application for the site. 

DESCRIPTION 

Built in 1921, the bungalow court (known as Los Arcos Court) is sited on an 
interior lot on the south side of East Orange Grove Boulevard between North 
Catalina Avenue and North Wilson Avenue. The court consists of seven 
bungalows configured in a U shape around a central landscaped courtyard. The 
rear bungalow contains two studio units (converted to a duplex in 1947) which 
are proposed to be expanded to one-bedroom units. The remainder of the south 
side of the block contains large houses from the early 1900's, most of which have 
been converted into apartment buildings. To the immediate north is the 
Bungalow Heaven Landmark District. In addition to the residence, the property 
has a detached one-car garage and storage building which was built at a later 
time and is not consistent with the architectural style of the bungalow court. This 
accessory building is proposed to be demolished to accommodate the bedroom 
additions on the rear unit. 

The 936-square-foot bungalows have Mission style features including smooth 
stucco walls, parapeted roofs stepped at each corner with terra-cotta barrel-tile 
coping, groupings (in twos and fours) of wood casement windows, wood front 
doors with multiple lights and arched entry porches. 

ANALYSIS 

The property at 1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard is eligible for designation under 
Criterion c, (917.62.040 PMC): 

(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
historic resource property type, period, architectural style or 
method of construction, or is an exceptional representation of 



the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
work is significant to the city, or that possesses high artistic 
values that are significant to the city. 

Under this criterion, 1044 E. Orange Grove Boulevard is significant as an intact 
example of a detached wide-form enclosed bungalow court in Mission style. The 
court has a high level of architectural integrity (its ability to demonstrate why it is 
significant) through its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling 
and association. The court is in its original location and configuration, and has 
undergone few alterations since its original construction. 

In 1993, a study of bungalow courts in the city was completed and included in a 
multi-property National Register nomination. In this study, seven bungalow court 
types were identified (see Attachment D). The bungalow court at 1044 East 
Orange Grove Boulevard is an example of Type A: Detached Wide Court 
(Enclosed) and is the only example of this type of bungalow court in Mission 
Style in the city. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property 
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, /' 

City ~ a h g e r  

J Kevin Johnson, Associate Planner 

Approved 




































