Agenda Report
TO:

CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

DATE: JANUARY 23,2006

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 341 ADENA STREET AS A LANDMARK
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It is recommended that the City Council:
1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically
exempt from the Califomia Environmental Quality Act (315308);
2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that 341
Adena Street is significant under Criterion c for designation as a landmark
(P.M.C. fj17.62.40 B) because it is an architecturally intact and
outstanding representation of a late nineteenth century Queen Anne style
house.
3. Approve the designation of the property at 341 Adena Street as a
landmark;
4. Adopt a resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark Designation for
341 Adena Street, Pasadena, California;
5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the Declaration of Landmark Designation
for 341 Adena Street, Pasadena, California; and
6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County
Recorder.
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

On October 17, 2005, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of
341 Adena Street as a landmark.
BACKGROUND

On August 4, 2005, Karen Bateman and Christopher Mullen submitted the
application for designation of 341 Adena Street as a landmark. Mr. Mullen is the
owner of the property. Staff determined that the property meets the criteria for
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designation and notified the applicant and owner of its findings in a letter dated
September 2, 2005.
The building is already protected as a contributing property in the designated
Garfield Heights Landmark District and through the City's Mills Act program.
ANALYSIS

The property is eligible for designation under Criterion "C", which states:
(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, architectural style or method of construction, and
represents the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or
builder whose work is of significance to the City or to the
region, or possesses artistic values that are of significance to
the City or to the region.
The house at 341 Adena Street is an architecturally intact and excellent example
of Queen Anne style residential design. Although there have been minor
alterations (e.g., replacement of porch railings, loss of iron cresting on the tower,
and reroofing with tile on the porch roofs) the house exhibits the major
architectural characteristics of the late Victorian period. It is the most elaborate
Queen Anne house in the Garfield Heights neighborhood and one of only a few
high-style houses remaining in the City from that period in its history.
Comparable historic resources in Pasadena are 1375 E. Mountain Street, 510
Locke Haven Street, 31 1 Congress Place, 346 Markham Place, 494 Ellis Street
and 36 W. Mountain Street. There are fewer than seventy houses remaining in
the City from the 1880s; most of them are small cottages that are modest
examples of the Queen Anne or Colonial Revival styles. Additional information is
included in Exhibit 1.
As a designated landmark, 341 Adena Street is protected from demolition and
incompatible alterations under P.M.C. 917.62.090. A proposal to demolish this
house would require an EIR and a Statement of Overriding Considerations.
FISCAL IMPACT

This property, as a contributing property in the Garfield Heights Landmark
District, was approved f ~ ar Mills Act contract in 2003; therefore, property taxes
are already reduced and resulted in some revenue loss to the City. This
designation does not further affect revenues to the City.
Respgctfully submitted,
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Bruckner, Director of Planning & Development
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