
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: January 9,2006 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA ADDING A NEW SECTION 
1.26.066 AND AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.24 AND 6.12 OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW DOGS OFF LEASH IN DESIGNATED PUBLIC 
PARK AREAS AND ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR OFF LEASH DOG 
PARK USE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA ADDING A NEW SECTION 1.26.066 AND 
AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.24 AND 6.12 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW 
DOGS OFF LEASH IN DESIGNATED PUBLIC PARK AREAS AND ESTABLISHING 
REGULATIONS FOR OFF LEASH DOG PARK USE 

BACKGROUND: 

During the development of the Master Plan for Viiia Vieja Park, an off leash dog area 
was included in the park's design, funded by a donation in honor of Alice Frost 
Kennedy. However, the Pasadena Municipal Code currently does not permit dogs to 
run loose in public parks. Therefore, this proposed ordinance is needed to amend the 
Code to allow an off leash area for dogs in an area designated for that purpose, and, in 
addition, to establish regulations for its use. 

At its regular meeting of December 5, 2005, the City Council approved the 
recommendation to allow dogs off leash in designated public park areas and directed 
the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance to amend the Pasadena Municipal Code to 
provide that persons may allow dogs off leash in the designated public park areas, and 
to establish certain regulations for the use of those areas. 
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PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE: 

The purpose of this proposed ordinance is to add a new Sectionl.26.066 and to amend 
Pasadena Municipal Code Chapters 3.24 and 6.12. The amendments are intended to 
amend the Vina Vieja Park's hours of operation per the adopted park master plan; to 
establish Vina Vieja Park as an off leash dog park, and to establish regulations 
governing use of the off leash areas by the public. Regulations include provisions that: 
require the removal and disposal of dog feces; prohibit the harassment of dogs by 
humans; provide for the immediate removal of dogs showing aggressive behavior; 
provide regulation of dogs that have shown aggressive behavior or injured others; 
prohibit leaving dogs without supervision. The ordinance also provides for 
administrative enforcement mechanisms, including revocation of the privilege to use an 
off leash area. In addition to these codified rules, staff will develop administrative rules 
to provide direction to users of the off leash area. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

The Pasadena Municipal Code may only be amended by ordinance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

The proposed ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) under the General Rule that CEQA applies only to activities which may have a 
significant effect on the environment (Section 15061 (b)(3)). 

FISCAL and SERVICE IMPLICATIONS: 

The proposed ordinance would not result in the need for additional appropriations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

City Attorney v 
Nicholas George Rodriguez 
Assistant City Attorney 

Concurrence: 

 it$ Manager 






















