
Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 4,2006 

FROM: MICHELE BEAL BAGNERIS 
CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED BALLOT MEASURE TO EXTEND THE LIBRARY SPECIAL 
TAX BY AMENDING TITLE 4, CHAPTER 4.109 OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

(1) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
CALLING AND GIVING NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION, TO BE 
CONSOLIDATED AND HELD WITH THE CITY OF PASADENA AND THE PASADENA 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT PRIMARY NOMINATING ELECTION ON TUESDAY, 
MARCH 6,2007, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE VOTERS OF THE CITY 
OF PASADENA AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 4.109 OF 
TITLE 4 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE, THE LIBRARY SPECIAL TAX, 
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF TWO-THIRDS OF THE VOTES CAST BY VOTERS 
VOTING ON THE PROPOSAL WITHIN THE CITY OF PASADENA" 

(2) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
SETTING PRIORITIES FOR FILING WRITTEN ARGUMENTS PERTAINING TO A 
PROPOSED MEASURE TO AMEND CHAPTER 4.109 OF TITLE 4 OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE, THE LIBRARY SPECIAL TAX, AND DIRECTING THE CITY 
ATTORNEY TO PREPARE AN IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS" 

(3) Acknowledge that this action is categorically exempt under CEQA pursuant to Section 
15061 (b)(3) of the California Code of Regulations. 

(4) Approve a journal voucher authorizing the Director of Finance to appropriate $12,000 from 
the Unappropriated General Fund fund balance to the City Clerk's Election Account 8 1 14-1 01- 
263000. 

MEETING OF - AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 .  C 1 



BACKGROUND: 

In June 1993, voters in Pasadena overwhelmingly approved a proposed ordinance enacting a 
Library Special Tax for a five-year period. In March 1997, voters approved a ten-year extension 
of the Library Special Tax. The Library is currently in the fourteenth year of the Library Special 
Tax which is set to expire June 30,2008. The ordinance enacting this tax provides that it may 
only be extended beyond its term with the approval of two-thirds of the voters voting at a 
municipal election called for that purpose. 

In May 2005, the City Council authorized the Library Commission to appoint a Library Future 
Funding Task Force to present a recommended financing plan after investigating alternative 
methods for financing the operations of the Pasadena Public Library in light of the scheduled 
expiration of the current Library Special Tax at the end of June 2008. 

The Library Future Funding Task Force began meeting in March 2006 to examine the service 
impact of the current Library Special Tax, to gather citizen input on the level of satisfaction with 
current library services, and to review various options for future library funding. The Task Force 
concluded that the public continues to be extremely pleased with the level of service it receives 
from the Library and that the existing Library Special Tax continues to best meet the established 
financing criteria with minor modifications. Currently, the annual tax rates are: $26.3 1 for a 
single-family detached or attached unit; $17.10 for an apartment unit; and $193.40 for non- 
residential parcels. The minor modifications will include one-time increases to the annual tax 
rate by $4.25 for single-family detached or attached units, $3.00 for each apartment unit, and 
$30.00 for each non-residential parcel. 

The Task Force presented its recommendations to the Library Commission on October 18, 2006, 
which unanimously endorsed them. On November 13, 2006, the Task Force presented its report 
and recommendations to the City Council at a regular meeting. The City Council approved the 
recommendations with a modification increasing the City's minimum contribution to be 80% of 
the total amount necessary to fund the Library at the current service level in Fiscal Year 2009, 
and adding the clarification that both the Library Special Tax and the City's minimum 
contribution shall continue to be indexed for inflation in subsequent years. The City Council 
resolved to call a special election for the purpose of submitting this special tax to the voters for 
their two-thirds approval as required by law. The City Attorney was directed to return with the 
documents needed to place this matter before the voters on March 6, 2007. The City Attorney's 
Office has worked with city staff and representatives from the Task Force in arriving at the 
language for the ordinance and the ballot. 

ELECTION TIMELINE: 

Implementation of this recommendation will require extension of the Library Special Tax by an 
affirmative vote of two-thirds of those voting in the upcoming election. The primary municipal 
election scheduled for March 6, 2007 offers the best choice for placing the measure on the ballot. 
The deadline to place a measure on this ballot is Friday, December 8,2006. 

-2- 



Absent a special meeting, the City Council would need to adopt formal resolutions placing the 
measure on the ballot no later than Monday, December 4, 2006. 

The March 6,2007 citywide primary election is consolidated with the election of members of the 
Board of Education of the Pasadena Unified School District. Until the results of the March 
election are known, the City Council will not know if there will be a run-off election in April 
2007.. A special election would be required if this matter is not placed on the ballot in March 
2007 or April 2007 (if there is a run-off). The estimated cost of more than $200,000 for a 
Special Municipal Election provides ample incentive for the election to be held on March 6, 
2007. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The cost of adding this measure to the March 2007 ballot is expected to be approximately 
$12,000. This amount will be funded from the City's Unappropriated General Fund balance. 

Respecthlly submitted, 

Michele Beal Bagneris 
City Attorney 

Prepared by: 

i~ $. 4 ~ d , ~ ~ ~  
Carolyn illiarns 
Asst. City Attorney 














































